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4 AY. + 1 flatter ori that my War 


valued friend finds on her native ſoil _ 
me traces of her former happineſs ? 


That you can entirely forget thoſe trou- 
bles which attended you in India, is too 


vain a hope to cheriſi: deep and heavy 0 
calamities, ſuch as you have experi- 
enced, will leave a ſting behind which 
time only can eradicate: there is not 


tte lethean quality in preſent enjoyment 
pf totally waſhing away the bitter taſte 


l former pain; but it depends gran 
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on ourſelves to foften and alleviate the 


anguiſh of a wounded mind. Few poſ- 

ſeſs more mental ſupports than you do; 
and it is your duty to Him who be- 
. ſtowed them upon you, to uſe them, 


; as his benevole ace intended, for 1 85 


on advantage. 


4 do nöt with, through the intereſt of po 


our early friendſhip, to win your com- 


. relationſhip gives a prior claim to your - 


attention; but when that engagement is 
| © fulfilled, I hope you will not forget that 
mine, though laſl, is not leaſt, if a ſin- 


cere and unremitting affection can give 
it weight. I felt ſenſibly for your ſuffer- 
ings, when unavailing wiſhes were all 1 


had to offer towards their mitigation. 


but now, by two changes in my family, 


my power is become almoſt unlimited; 
and by informing me how. I can render 
it moſt eſſentially ſerviceable to you, you 
Will be teaching me its trueſt value: for 


1 am ſure your c own ſentiments will dc 
„ . cord 


cord "with - mine, that money can pur- = 


dear delight of adminiſtering to the eaſe 

und comfort of thoſe we love: but 1 

will ſay no more on the ſubject at pre- 

Tent; when we mectgy which I truſt will 

be ere long, a thouſand little ſchemes 
Will preſent themſelves for our mutual 
e wy. 


ee I have hired for the ſummer, 
about two miles from the town of — 
and twenty from our old family man- 
ſion, which I quitted ſoon after the deatn 
of my poor father: it is ſituated on an 
eminence, which commands a view of a 
part of three counties, with an arm of 
the ſea: it was built by a poor poet, and 
called Mount Ida: but, alas! not long 
after he had completed his plan, the voz: 
latility of his genius overturned his rea- we 
| ſon, and the poor creature, in a fit of in- 
_ fanity, threw himſelf into a fiſh-pond in 
his own. e where he ay many. 


Fs 9 


chaſe no. ſuch exquiſite luxury as. "a 


My preſent abode is a little ne 
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Ba - bes N 


irs es "gin thiv e a 
event, the houſe has been ſuppoſed to be 


haunted; for which important reaſon it 
he continued ' ſome time untenanted. 


ö For my part, 1 cannot fay that the poor, 
unfortunate ſon e 


Apollo has ever fa- 
voured me with a viſit ; perhaps he has 
carried the general worldly antipathy to 


old maids with him to the grave: at 
leaſt, whatever charm 1 may poſſeſs, 1 


think my living here will ſo effectually 
lay the ghoſt, that the landlord will be 


ſure of his rent in future during the ſea- 
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ſon in which an airy ſituation is agree- 
able; for it ſtands ſo high, and is ſo 
en expoſed to the inclemency of the 
weather, that it is ſcarcely habitable in 
winter. I, however, find it a delightful 
| retreat, and at this time particularly con 
venient, as I have a ſmall houſe onmy — _ 
own eſtate fitting up for my reception. 
Vou may remember that Aubrey Abbey 
was in a very ruinous ſtate before you 
N "en enn ny as 1 have only a joint 


V concern 


* 


* 


. 


concern in it with my ſiſter, I a! not 


chooſe to make ſo ee and ſepa- | | 


rate an uſe of it. . ; 

I laid down my pen to take my even- 
ing s ſtroll with my friend Mrs. Woodley, 

with whoſe connexion with our family 

you will find yourſelf already acquainted, 

when I inform you, her maiden name. 


Was Rebecca Keeling: She married an 


exciſeman in the village of Aubrey, but 


having no children or any domeſtic con- 


 cexns to demand her conſtant attention, 


ſhe often devotes a portion of her time 
4c: my withes, and in this ſolitude Jam 
more particularly ſenſible of the obli- 


gation. But to. proceed to the romantic 
adventure which happened to us on our 


' promenade through the village of Barley 
Brow, which conſiſts of about twenty 

| houſes or rather cottages (for few of them 
ſeem to aſpire to any higher denomina- 
tion) beautifully ſcattered on the. decli- 
vity of a hill, the ſummit of which is 
covered with a thick wood, wzilſt on its 


1 . | fertile 
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fertile bank Ceres ſeems to 1276 exhauſte® 
her Cornucopia's choiceſt ſtores, we had 
not long enjoyed the beauties 'of the 


ſcene, before our eyes were arreſted by _ 


a ſtill more intereſting — of hey 5 


Rs charms of ſimple nature. 


At the door of one of the neateſt, 
though ſmalleſt cottages we paſſed, fat 
_ a beautiful child, about four years old, 
| dreſſed out in all the wild flowers of the 
ſeafon, and employed in decorating a 
little baſket with daifies, which ſeveral 
others gathered for her, every one ſeem- 
ing earneſtly emulous to preſent the fineſt. 
do this little Queen of May; our atten- _ 
tion was naturally ſoon engaged; but you 
cannot conceive my ſurprize, when, on a. 


gnaearer. view of the lovely fairy, I per. 


_ ceived, that although her language was 

that of the little peaſants about her, her- 
_ voice, and graceful manner, were 
ſuch as one ſhould rather expect to find 
in the nurſeries of people of the higheſt 
5 ank. Whilſt t was a her, and. 


6. 
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5 regarding, with an eye. of aſtoniſh- 
ment, the contrariety of appearances, 
which ſeemed to multiply as I conſidered 
them, a woman came out of the cottage, 
| who, on ſeeing me thus employed, drop- _ 
ped a curtſey, and began to apologize 
for the dirty and crumpled ſtate of the 
ſweet baby's cap and frock, ſaying, 
„ She is ſo full of play, there is no keep- 
ing her fit to be ſeen from one hour to 
another; ſhe was clean from top to toe 
no longer ſince than this very morning, 
and I dreſſed her in her beſt things too, 
thinking, as it was May-day, when every 
thing is dizened out, ſhe could not have 


a better occaſion for wearing them: 


tho? I might have thought what a figure 
| the. would make of them in rambling 
about with her play-marrows. Dear! 
dear if ſhe has not tangled all the ſtalks 
of the flowers in this fine lace! What 
_ a fool I was {---it is entirely ſpoilt, I fear 
| —and God knows whether ſhe will ever 
3 have any more of the ſame ſort.” 


„ Heaven 


3 


15 8 . ; 
« were bleſs her!“ exclatined A bo 
us her to my boſom, © ſhe looks 


 . as if ſhe was intended never to wear w- 


thing leſs valuable... 
„Why ſo ſhe does for ſure, your la. 


wo dyſhip,” ſaid the good woman, but 


I do not know, it is now a matter of 

two years and a half fince I have heard 

5 ” aiding of any body belonging to her, 
And I begin to be ſorely afraid they will 

make no more enquiries about her.“ 

„Ho! ho! I guefſed how the myſ- 

| 5 would end,“ ſaid Mrs. Woodley, 


b : ſhrugging her ſhoulders ſignificantly, ; 


“you never fee honeſt men's children 
cloathed ſo fantaſtically; no, no, ſhe 
will have no more finery, take my word 
for it, unleſs you are fool _— to 
provide it for her.. ay 

« I hope you do not think Gia oh 
I have ſaid,” exclaimed the innocent 


.- cottager, that the dear baby is come 


of diſhoneſt parents I am ſure my poor 
| ſiſter, who aſſiſted in bringing her into 


N 413 9 ) 
the world, and afterwards left her 0 

me, has ſaid over and over again (and 
Would repeat her words at this moment, 

were ſhe alive) that there never were 

more eren people born: and 1 
| have ſome letters from the poor lady 

herſelf, before ſhe went abroad, that are 
enough to melt a heart of ſtone, that 

had APY: Chriſtian compaſſion in its na- 


n,; AT ORLIe 
os will not e that my curio- 

| ty encreaſed. Pray, ſaid I,“ do 
? you think you would be infringing your 


duty to the writer, were you to indulge 9 
moe with the ſight of one of them! PRs = 
„ Your la/yſhip.! [92 


Do you think you ſhould: 4 ak 

| were you to ſhew them to me?“ repeated 
5 in plainer terms. 

. % O dear, no, not at all, chat 1 hart 

5 PR they have not any name upon them, | 

and I had no orders to. the contrary : 5 4 

* your, honours will reſt yourſelves,” I will 


—— fetch them in a * „„ 


45 


0-8, 5 
Which ſhe accordingly did; and i im- 
mediately returning with the letters in. 
one hand, and a black ſhagreen caſe in. 
the gp oaghd addreſſing h. e to ry the: 
n 
bus Mayhap you may be ſo kind as 0 
give me ſome advie@ about theſe ſhining 
things that Madam ſent me: I wiſh I had 
2 bit of money inſtead of them; were it, 1 
ever ſuch a trifle, it would have been a 
power better: : here they be; but what 
to do with them I know no more than 
| the child unborn. If 1 take them to 
, and offer to ſell them there, folk. 


> will think they are ſtolen ten to one, and 


I may be taken up for a thief. Do loox 
at them, Madam; may be you _ un- 
| derſtand ſuch goods.“ 

Is took the caſket at her requeſt, which 
| contained jewels of conſiderable value; 
though I was then prevented conſidering 
them attentively, by my impatience to 
examine the contents of the other par- 
4 cel, preſented © to me at the lame time, 
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in which I thought I ſaw irrefraga- 


ble proofs of a well-educated and wor- 


thy mind—though Woodley ſhook her, 
bead: —her greateſt foible is the want 


of charity to forgive an error, to 


which her own rigid virtue is imper- 
vious. But I have incloſed the laſt let- 
ter, which was accompanied by the dia- 
monds, as an example of the language 


which has charmed me, that you may 


decide upon its merits with more candour 
than my wary friend, and a judgment 


leſs prejudiced than my Own. One idea 


ſuggeſted itſelf to me in the peruſal of N 


them, in which I think you will concur, 


that from many expreſſions one ſhould 
imagine they were addreſſed to a perſon 


in a ſphere of life much above the rank 5 


of our humble cottager; but that might 


be owing to Me partial repreſentation of 


Her ſiſter. 


Be if as it may, the 8 of her 


. mne cannot wreſt from my ſweet foun- | 


__ the charms with which Nature has | 
, 8 8 e 


* 


5 F ade hs ind to which 


* 


ſhe will be indebted for that aſylum which 


1 «the will always find beneath- my roof, 


whilſt I am poſſeſſed of one above the 
ſurfae@of my mother Earth. No ſooner 
did my eyes behold, than my heart adopt- 
ed her, and I canne#expreſs to you the | 
delight I felt on being informed that 1 
ſhould have no competitor in the endear- 
ing charge. Not contented with this un- 
1 addition to my family, I have 


prevailed with the nurſe to entruſt me 


with her own daughter, when old enough 
to attend upon her foſter ſiſter. 


Notwithſtanding the new occupation, 

in which my concern will henceforth be 
conſiderably engaged, my anxiety for your 
health and happineſs can be appeaſed only 
bythe favourable aſſurances I receive from 


you. Write ſoon therefore I intreat you, 
nor long confine yourſelf to that trifling 


inſtance of generoſity, but haſten to gra- 

ür with your preſence the ardent wiſhes | 

Sil > of your ſincere and affectionate friend, 
| \- ANNE AUBREY. 
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Direct for me at Proſpett hill, near — 
Not thinking myſelf one of the Muſes. 


or Graces, I have taken the liberty to. 


vulgarize the name of my abode, that 
it may be more ſuitable to the mortal. 
ſtate of its preſent inhabitant. 
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MARY DRAPER, 


CR 
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10 BE-LEFT AT THE POST-OFFICE ar 
te TILL CALLED, ron. 


ET is not proper or neceſſary, my good 
woman, to reveal to you: the many cruel 
events which have conſpired to baniſh 
me from my home, my rene. and my 
It is too 
much, Nature ſhrinks with 3 =” 

rent, friends and country—lI could re- 

linquiſh all, but for one dear moment 
to embrace my child, preſs to my ach- 
ing boſom the ſmiling cherub, untainted 


5 country, and above all 
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by its ener s crime, the inexcufible 
crime, of obſtinate diſobedience, Ol do 


not think I ſuffer that of baſe diſhonour 


to darken the dreary proſpect of my fu- 
ture days. Whatever miſeries 1 may 
have entailed upon my innocent inn, 


ſhe will not inherit infamy from me.— 


But who will ſhield her from the 2 
of ſin, with which the world abounds? 
alas! am doomed to leave her, and to 


encounter many perils: in leſs than five 


hours I ſhall have quitted England, from 


which happy iſle I ſhall be abſent ſome 


years, if gracious Heaven ever permits 
me to return. O] mercy—in following 
one — the other half of my treaſure I 
muſt conſign 
life. O! that I could likewiſe tranſmit. 
to your breaſt all that maternal tender- 
neſs, which would only render your-raſk 
more ſweet :—but it will not be—it 

muſt attend on me, like a perſecuting 
Fiend, to blight my faireſt hopes, and 
add new terror to pda Ha 


to your care—perhaps for 


1 have Y 


üzggion and virtue. Your 
ſenſible, good woman, the ſpoke highly 
of you; and to diſcredit her teſtimony, = 
would be to ſtrew another briar in the 


. 1 55 


Ft live Gig you. all my ele At 


* miſerable moment I can ſpare them 


better than money: I am unacquainted 


with their value; but pray be careful, 


my worthy friend, to make the moſt of 
them; for. God knows they may be all 
the fortune my poor babe may ever be 
- deſtined to poſſeſs—though by her 
birth entitled—but wherefore ſhould I 1 
talk of birth, when it has not even ſe-* 


cured to her that firſt. of bleſſings com- 


mon to ſavages and brutes, parental 
care? yet let her not deſpiſe the authors 


of her being—no, tell her we were un- 


- fortunate but not criminal; take care to 


inculcate in her mind a juſt ſenſe of re- 


already too thorny path which lies be- 


fore me. But 1 mult reſign my pen, 


this is too enervating a ſubject to employ 


15 wy mind. ; at ſuch. an A ha Criſis '* 
„ the 


77 


ſiſter was a 


the a j when i it is ; neceſſary to lay 8 


aſide every female weakneſs to arm my- 


ſelf with reſolution beyond my ſex and 
age, to face dangers which I yet know 
"1 ſcarcely by report. 


May heaven bleſs my * child "IK 


Whilſt IJ have life however fate may diſ- 


poſe of me, ſhe will be the ſubje& of my 
thoughts, my wiſhes, and my prayers. 


, The picture, you will find in the caſket, 


is reckoned an exact likeneſs of me; 


teach her to eſteem it of ſome value: 
for ſomething tells me it is the only 
form in which ſhe will ever view the 


features of her unhappy exiled mother. 
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MRS. LESLIE 
M 
MRS. ANN AUBREY... 


* We 


5 * a as woes like STOR 
can admit of, ſuch balfam as wounds 
deep as mine can receive, flow alone from 
friendſhip ſuch as yours ;---friendſhip not 
within the power of circumſtances to 
change; though ever equally: ſincere, 
moſt active when the cruel hand of ad- 
verſity calls moſt for its aſſiſtance. At 
the time when yau thought your power 
EE. confined, how liberally you adminiſtered 
relief to my diſtreſſes! Had it not been 
for . [ forget to whom I am 6 
* 


— A "DE 3 
. 
£ 
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dreſſir ing myſelf—pardon me—I mean n not 


to offend my benefaQreſs. 
You bid me exert thoſe e ſup- 


ports with which Providence has fa- 
voured me—alas! I doubt they are al- 
moſt exhauſted, but I will do 

In the happy days we have paſſed to- 
gether I was bleſſed with a flow 0 ſpirits, 1 
Z which might have baffled any common 


y beſt. 


nildf6riunes—but mine have not been of 
that claſs, yet when I know my own 


| diſobedience was the ſource from whence 
they ſprang, ought I not to kiſs the rod? 


Moſt undoubtedly I ought—and do; tho? 


I have lamented my errors, I have never 
> murmured at the avengiig hand, whoſe 
2 juſt chaſtiſement has brought me to a 
proper ſenſe of my indiſcretions. I am 
indeed reduced, but that is an affliction. 


which I leaſt deplore, for my heart is 


now as humble as my ſituation. 


When my poor ſiſter, whoſe weak fol. 


rits have ſuffered more, even from her 
kak in * e than mine 


bave- 
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3 Ay done wd the prey weight of £ 
them, will conſent to my abſence, 1 
ſhall joyfully accept an invitation, which WM '- « 
will reunite me to one whoſe friendſhip 4 
was in my happieſt days the primary ob- 
ject of my wiſhes, and is now become 
my only comfort. I never had too 
much pride to receive favours from 
1 you; and I hope I ſhall ever retain ſyf- | 
ficient to preſerve me from any deſpi- 
cable and ſordid abuſe of then. 
Hoy does the little happySelima? ſweet 
ks ! ſhe is yet unconſcious of the ble. 
ſed turn which fickle- fortune has taken 
in her favour—how many mutual com- 

_ forts will you. receive from the event, 
if the infant's opening mind proves her 
deſerving of your care: child of your 

compaſſion, ſhe will awaken in your 

breaſt a tenderneſs little leſs than mater. 
nal. Heaven beſtow upon you all that 
a mother hopes, and defend you from. 
the wounds. of diſappointment, which 
tend but why ſhould I complain? Had. 


* £ 3-4 
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1 
0 
my Matilda lived—ſhe would have lived 
A x beggar—let that thought conſole me. 
On reading your encloſed letter, the 


5 1 is eager to acquit the writer of it 
of every fault excepti ng only one tranf- 


greſſion of the laws o 


privilege. 


duty, to whichy 
though flagrant, it muſt be rigid virtue 
only that can withhold forgiveneſs. For 
my own part I dare not aſpire to ſuch a 
I And even were you to doubt 
| | her mother's veracity in the pathetic 
vindication of her fame, without the aſ. 
us ſurance you have given me, I ſhould _ 
have been fully ſenſible that ſuch a miſ- 
Z truſt could not affect the intereſts of her 
| deſerted child in the breaſt of true be- 
nevolence to which kind fortune has 
1 * her. 1 
; Fain would I write in ſuch a ſtyle ag 1 
to relieve your concern for my enfeebled 
T ſpirits, but it is a fruitleſs effort. 
Z ledulouſly do I endeavour to engage my 
thoughts in contemplating a renewal of 


that bappy tranquil ity, which we reci- 
- procally 15 


Moſt 


a - : E 
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| _ -procally enjoyed, but a cruel retroſpe& 
. intermingle itſelf with preſent bliſs. 
Time will ſurely. ſtrengthen my reaſon, 
and enable it to combat my feelings 
more. ſucceſsfully: till chen adieu, | 
will write no more to affli& a friend, 
whoſe happineſs is now 'the moſt inte- 
_ reſting object to her ever affectionate and 
2 1 85 
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By will not LIFE any part RY your 
letter, which concerns yourſelf: I love "4 
you too well to indulge you in an error 
ſo detrimental to your peace as a con- 
tinual propenſity to meditate on the paſt 

| Norm, - You muſt henceforth ſuffer me 
to gratify myſelf in making my little pet 
the principal ſubje& of our correſpon- 
dence: I long for you to ſee her, that 
you may juſtify my partiality by your 
own. There is not a beauty or grace 

| "attendant upon infancy, which ſhe does 1 
not e my opinie perhaps T 
14000 oo 
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| WR to ſay—Come here my 3 friend, | 


and then tell me if the ſentence requires | 
that qualifying addition. What a de- 


lightful taſk ſhall I enjoy in the culti- 


vation of a mind ſo richly endowed by | | 
nature! You tell me I ſhall feel for this 


lovely innocent little leſs than a maternal 
tenderneſs—and why not a little more 
my dear madam? You, perhaps, who 


have experienced a mother's feelings, 


cannot admit the poſlibility of their being 


ſurpaſſed in the human mind; but I, 


who have an undivided heart to beſtow, 
unlacerated by the thorn of diſappointed | 
love, or the ſtill deeper wounds of do- 


meſſie troubles, muſt venture to flatter | 


myſelf, I am more capable of enjoying 
the endearments of innocence in their 
trueſt purity, and of making a ſuitable 


return for them, than one whoſe mind 


has been diſturbed by; a leſs Kane at . 


tachment. 


Selima's 98 Wand . herſelf 


| of the money the received from me in 
re . compenſation 


LY 


compenſation for the little treaſure he 
: reſigned into my hands, is going to en- 
gage in ſome. aer of buſineſs in 
the city of 


„her native place. 
I have e reap that Heathcott has 


"Son ſome time ready to receive me, but 
as this would now appear to me with an 
additional charm, I ſhall have the houſe 


well aired another month before I truſt 
myſelf within its wall 


On my journey . 1 am to loſe 


my kind companion Mrs. Woodley in 


the village of Aubrey, through which 
1 mean to paſs, though it does not lie 


directly in my rad but I am fond of 


rambling, and generally extend my per- 
ambulations beyond their neceſſary li- 


mits, particularly if there is any thing 
to attract the wandering eye of curioſity 
within a moderate diſtance from my 


route, and I am told that the moſt modern 


part of our old manſion has quitted the 
venerable pile, with which in my opi- 


V nion 
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nion it never agreeably aſſociated, and 


lies proſtrate on the ground, leaving the 
antient towers of the abbey in the moſt 
beautiful pictureſque ſtate imaginable. DK 
Let your next inform me of the day 
| wi which I may expect to ſee you. 1 
am half angry already, and ſhall be com- 
letely ſo if you defer the execution of 
your promiſe any longer. Preſent my 
compliments to your fiſter : I never had 
the ne of ſeeing her, except during 
| that ſhort Taſler, which I paſſed at Hart- 
en and ſhould eſteem it a parti- 
cular favour, if ſhe would give me an 
opportunity to encreaſe our acquaint- 
ent by accompanying you hither: ex- 
ext your influence, tell her, her conſent 
will de productive of our common ad. 


This Uttle ic ani rogue Ses 
is trying | every inſinuating art to draw 
"no. from my emplo 
n o reſiſting her allurements. 


ment, and there is REY 


a 


RD 


I once more conjure you to have com- 


paſſion on my patience---no language can 


expreſs half the happineſs your pre- 


ſence will enſnare to your ever faithful 


| friend, | Fo 
ANNE AUBREY. 
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MRS, LESLIE 
nv 


| MRS. ANN AUBREY, 


W $71583 few lines muſt travel ſpeedily, 
if they arrive at Proſpe& Hill many 
hours before your poor friend. A ſigh 
will eſcape, when I compare our former 
meetings with that which is at hand. 
My ſiſter, © the world forgetting, by 
the world forgot, is not the leſs grate. 
ful for your kind attention, though no 
influence can prevail upon her to profit 

| by . Diſappointed vanity was the pa- 
rent of her caprice: the loſs of beauty and 

an accepted lover at the age of twenty. 
Os owing to the fatal ravages of the 


_ ſmall | 


n FE 
ſmall-pox, occaſioned a moſt: unfortu- 
nate change in her temper, and a diſguſt 
to ſociety, which time ſeems rather to 
ſtrengthen than - diminiſh ;- and the very 
ſlender annuity to which my, too eaſily, 
deluded father was perſuaded to confine 
| her, has given the plea of neceſſity to 
an error, which was before only ſup- 
ported by diſcontent and chagrine, and 


= muſt naturally ſoon have yielded to the 
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force of that good ſenſe, of which ſhe 
is abundantly poſſeſſed. 

I ſhall ſoon ſee your little wonder, and 
judge how far your partiality is well 


* founded; or rather whether it coincides 
= with my own opinion. I would do any 


thing to oblige. you, but forfeit that in- 
genuouſneſs which is my only pride, and 
which your example taught me properly 
to eſteem. 
At four o'clock to-morrow morning 10 
I ſhall be ſeated in the ſtage coach, from 
which I hope to alight; in the town of 
De about twelve on Tueſday, from 

1 95 910 1 whence 


— 


whence I can walk with great eaſe, if it 


venient to you to fend for me. 
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ſhould happen not to be perfectly con- 


O! my friend, the approach of this. 
lang- wiſhed- for meeting caſts a gleam 
of comfort, fuch as has not for many 
years enlightened the diſtreſſed mind of 
Pour grateful © | 
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| MISS BECKWITH. | 


3-4 | I "I" 


4 HOUGH perfeftly ſenſible my » dar 1 
| fſter of your impatience to hear ſome 
account of me, this is the firſt moment | 

in which 1 have found myſelf able to 
acquaint you of my ſafe «pbk here! a, 4 
Tuelday ts 5 
My ſtren gth being much 3 Ns 
my ſpirits, I performed my journey to. _ 
= lerably well ; but the latter ſunk under | 
EF the, confliling emotions which; over- 
FF whelmed my mind in an interview on 
" |&- which all my comforts on this ſide the 
; Se, have for ſome time been fixed. 
f B Former 


« 


5 @ 0 TY | 
Former pleaſures,” for mer pains, 1 de- 


light of the preſent moment, intermingled 
with the bittereſt regrets, ruſhed upon 


my ſenſes, and heaven only knows how | | 


they would have ſuſtained their united 
force, had not a ſhower of tears come 
ſeaſonably to my relief. But I have 


been ill, very ill indeed—death ſeemed 
0 he opening to me the only certain 


aſylum from worldly care, and I began 
to flatter myſelf, that kind Providence 
had permitted me to fink into eternal 
reſt in the arms of friendſhip—but I was 
- miſtaken, I already find myſelf much 
better, and muſt wait the divine will N 
without a murmur. e e en SLUG DD. 5 
"oF friend promiſes to reconcile me 

to the world: ſhe has not experienced 


1 its unkindneſs, ſhe is ignorant of the 


oppreſſive weight of ſorrow. Alas! I 
know too well, that it is a burthen not 
ceaſily ſhaken off: but endure what 1 

may, her benevolence ſhall not ſuffer a a 


Ef „ eee her generous ſoul 


* 10 


0 „ 


hall exult_in the ſuppoſed. accompliſh- 


ment of its benign intention, whilſt I in 


ſecret mourn over thoſe afflictions which, 
though paſt in ſubſtance, will ever be 
preſent in idea, wearing, even in mo- 


ments of the deepeſt anguiſh, an out- 
ward ſmile of counterfeit content. Can 5 


deceit be ever pardonable? Yes, my £ 
ſiſter, in. this inſtance J feel that it is 
ven laudable, and an indiſpenſible duty 5 
to that. gratitude, which, every hour 1 
paſs beneath this hoſpitable roof, is aug 
mented in my breaſt. 
Mrs. Anne Aubrey (an ee 
which I think ſhe. has too ſoon aſſumed) ; 
though ſomewhat different from what I 
left her fifteen years ago, retains all the 
moſt valuable traits of youth and beauty. 


Her countenance is till the index of her 


mind, her. complexion. is little changed, 
and her. intelligent eyes ſpeak the milder 
excellencies of a matured underſtand. 
ing: her perſon is conſiderably above 
by middle ſiae, and has allo acquired * 

TK 1 r 


F- a l 


1 3 


_ Tignity mebtnett with the gaiety „* ; 
21 her ſhape is confined within that 
happy medium, which the French call 
L'embonpoint, and in which they ſeem : 


N to perſonify the Graces. 


I moſt ſincerely rejoice in her late ac- 4 
quiſtion. Her bert ſoul now poſſeſſes 
not only an object to exerciſe its muni. 

| licence, but alſo to return its tenderneſs; 

and the ſweet Selima ſeems formed by 
nature to deſerve ſo valuable a friend: 

| the has been my conſtant attendant dur- 


ing my indiſpoſition, and the various 
infantine arts the has eſſayed to amuſe 
170 of compoſe my ſpirits, have proved her 


cart and underſtanding to be formed 
_ of ſuch materials, as, when faſhioned by 
1 time and inſtruction, muſt command uni- 
verſal eſteem and love. Every lullaby | 
tune ſhe knew has been ſung in the 
_ ſofteſt, ſweeteſt notes, to entice the. 
1 god to ſhed his poppies over my 
wakeful eye lids ; but ſeldom with ſuc- 
ceſs ; ; and on every difappointment her 
gentle 


. . e © 06 . 


i 


F Wal oy * 5 
55 'boſom heaved an ths FA . 
when I was able to quit my chamber, 
ſhe offered me her mighty arm to ſup- 
port mie down the ſtairs; and no ſooner 
= was] FORE in the parlour, than, to tel. 
ür her joy on my recovery, ſhe brouglit 
| ; me the contents of her baby-houſe, the 
© greateſt treaſures ſhe poſſeſſed; and all - 
| this from the mere effuſions of pity for 

a ſtranger's ſufferings. What will be 
the charms of ſuch. a temper when called 
forth by the ſuperior; ſentiments. of gra- 
ada, eſteem, and friendſhip? | |. 
- Preparations are already making for 
nz removal to Heathcott, from whence, 1 
£1 ſuppoſe my next will be dated. o 
= 1 earneſtly. entreat you to 4 your- 
S ſelf perfectly eaſy on my account; for 
be aſſured I never can be more Kt 3 
ſituated in this world than I am at pre- 
ſent : my diſtreſſes have added to the 


= warmth of that affeQion, which, if any 


dung can alleviate the en they 
R have 


wr . have entailed on 1 my mind, is more cab | 
culated to produce that effect. i 
I Rnow how fruitleſs is all 8 power 
5 of argument to combat an obſtinacy ſo 
long indulged as yours — forgive the term, = 
For really I know no other ſo applicable: 
yet if the paſſion. of ſelf. love is totally 1 
f extinct i in your breaſt, pray reflect, that 1 
you owe ſome little conſideration to the 
peace of one, who has drunk deeply of 
the bitter cup of grief: if not for your 
con ſake, therefore, be careful of your 
' health for mine, and do not voluntarily 
add another wound to the n bo- 
 fom of ou: | 


; ; ; * + A 
| TR | 3 85 a Py 3 ] FL I 


ws ions wo we a>. wn pole td © 


 ALRTTER | 


LG . SE.” c : P „ Lal? fo Wee > y 
. ³·Ü w ðᷣ K ³˙ - OR Abe At 
. th 7 4 7 FEEL Pa \' Was" 2 Y £4 os bh "Ip 
n N A EE COIN IE ad dE PITS Og COOLEST LN Fes 
U S 3.3 * N . 3 S 2 Ran}. <a Wa 4 
„ TN e c a Fare 0 
5 2: 19 * S 1 F x 2 . ne Wat: 28 
+ . ** bs ht r * * Mt * N 4 4 In; l N 8 n 
© ˙ ot a $2 $f : 
Wh. N * 


88 OS 
„„ TOLL ANT a 
. 5 HE "KF; * 
2 A — 1 3 
e e 

Ls Pe ma N 


N 25 4's as Vo 5 a 4 wa, p 
* 6 — 8 * 
7 0 IT) ey oe 8 Fs n r * . : - ” 4 7 . — 
Pc . CFC : ; SI bt Pe ITE. . EX 
| „ 3 ˙ S O n 1 FFP N = 
N " . * PAY 32454 n C r —— 8 A Cog 8 . - 
5 5 2 * * * 7 * 7 * 5 * 0 


vn sa 70 THE saug, 


A FF anion on a Eriday at this, delight... 


== ful place, which every charm of nature 
has conſpired. to render a little Elyſium: , bh + 


ſo various are the beauties which con 


tend for ſuperiority, i in ornamenting this 
romantic ſcene, that inſtead of attempt 
ing to deſcribe. it in my own, I ſhall take 
the liberty to borrow. the more eq 


| language of an abler PEN. 


% Here bins aa; vales; the EIN ITT and the rid 
4, Here earth and water ſeem to ſtrive again; 


| 1 Not chaos- ike together cruſb'd and bruis d, 


40 But as the world harmoniouſly FT 3 

* Where order in variety ve ſee, Mi 

1 e my all things differ, all agree: „ 
e Here 5 


mw 
3 


” 1 


40 Here waving FRED a chequer'd ſcene diſplay, 
% And ant; admit, and pycxclude, the day.” 


? 


1 5 The houſe, which cannot properly be b 
termed either large or ſmall, but more 
clegantly neat, than ſuperbly magnifi- 
cent, is ſituated on a bank ſufficiently 
elevated to ſecure it from any unwhole- 
ſome damps that may riſe from the 
5 brook which meanders through the vale; 
on whoſe border the domain extends two 
miles; yet this is but a Imall part of my 
friend 8 poſſeſſions : the land annexed to 
Aubrey-Abbey muſt yield an immenſe 
income to the coheireſſes; and the rich 
perſonalty, Which, thro? dhe parfimony i 
of the old knight, had been long Seen.. 
mulating, Thave been informed, on the 
death of a nephew,” on whom. the real 
ee.ſtate was entaibed, was left entirely to 
5 his deſeryedly favoured daughter. * 
On dur road hither; We took a view 
of the old Abbey, and an Ae ehe 


6 


tear ſtole down my check, on the recol-. 


— legion of * happy days 1 had I formerly | 
_— Went 


4 


ſpent there; and our lee not | 
deeming it proper to paſs within ten 
miles of her ſiſter's ſeat, without paying 
her a viſit, we accordingly crofſed the 
country to Alvanley; where 1 own 1 
= thould have ſpent a ſhort” time more 
agreeably, had not many circumſtanees 
= concurred to perſuade me that our harm- 
$ leſs orphan was regarded with an 5 * 
jealouſy by the lady of the houſe. 
When ſhe was introduced, and wile 
her kind protectreſs, with fit inward: 
5 ſatisfaction as nothing but true benevo- 
= lence can impart, was relating her bil. 
= tory, 1 thought! ſaw the execrable fiend. 
| ſettling upon the brow, and the follow. 
ing exclamation Fe ws Juſtified Fd ſuſ- : 


7 . 
r 
1 
* 5 5 15 
+ 
7 26 


5 Tord. ſiſter ! * bow f is it poſſible you. 


# can be impoſed upon by ſuch romantiete 
1 nonſenſe! If you chooſe 'to' adopt: ſome 4 


1 beggar's brat, nobody cati controul you, 
but do not expect to perfuade't the world 
= to o ſhare 1 in your * . 


\'\ 


*.\ * 


N 


'To eb Mrs. Anne bebe an an- 
ſwer expreſſive of the ſuperiority of a 
mind, and far more gentle than the 
| ſpeech deſerved, yet containing a ſuffi. 
cient reproof to prevent a. repetition ſo | 


f repugnant to decency and humanity: 
Tho however. I had ſoon the 


mark, that this tranſient altercation, ſa 


leaſure to, re. 


far from having any effect injurious to 


e innocent ſubject of it, called forth a 


thouſand minute attentions, which other- 


vile. might | haye been neglected, : Or 55 


checked as improper indulgencies: the 


viſit, in conſequence of ſuch a recep- 


tion, was formal, ceremonious, and ſhort 5 
a common cixility would admit of. 

Our fellow- traveller, Mrs. Woodley, | 
1008 leave of us in the village of Aubrey, 
whom I had alſo ſuſpected of having caſt 


a jaundiced eye upon the infant Selima 


nor can I help entertaining ſome doubt 


chat her ſentiments, with regard to my. : 


ſelf, are perfectly untinctured with the 
. an. ao: veg over "br 


* 
| | | he 
* 5 5 . : 
” a f 
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1 . 4¹ 5 
che Petzold varniſh of flattery and a. | 
g lation, by which the good lady will ne- 
ver find herſelf much elevated in my 
Jeſteem. If ſhe fkars that I may under- 2 
mine her intereſt with my friend, the * 
does me great injuſtice, and inflicts on 
| Herſelf an imaginary wound: I love Mrs. 
Aubrey too well, ſo to proſtitute the in- 
ſluence over her heart, with which ſue 
entruſts me, as to make it an inſtrument 
to confine the denevolence of #-her keel. 
ings to myſelf. 


Yeſterday, as 1 5 ine many n 


of charity in a ramble through the neigh- 4 
| bouring village, my heart was ſoftened, | 
| warmed” and dilated beyond its \ uſual 
& bounds, and I involuntarily exclaimed, 
„ My God! this is true felicity !”' and 
the tears guſhed from my eyes ; they 
EE were not tears of envy, my dear ſiſter, 
but a ſudden exultation, a pride; a con- 
ſciouſneſs of the exalted worth of the 


woman, whom love better than myſelf 


Vin mort, an indeſcribable ſenſation 


5 ruſhed 


1 
li 4 
14 
+, 
1 
4 
if 
4 
! 1 
ny 
| 

5 


ruſhed. acroſs my breaſt, and produced 


ſigh. I underſtgod, but too well, the | 
lent language, though | ſhe carefully | 
_ withdrew my attention, and we ſpent | 


our botanical curioſity. Sure nature 


1 beautiful retreat. 


: eee the following billet upon my 
dreſſing - table, nene a, bank-nete 


jt mere 2 mile, that if you mention the 
receipt of itz it will be onlycto call | 
_ ©. forth a-bluſh-on my cheek. for. its in- 
« ſignificance; it is neither proportioned 
8 10 my merit, Or e en en fear 


; x F 53 
* 
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this violent effect. My friend looked at 
me, with tenderneſs, ſhe prefled my hand, | 
and would have titled a. compaſſionate | 


the remainder of the morning in ſeram- 
bling over rocks and brambles. to gratify | 


exerciſed a more ſportive. py | 
than in forming the wild on E 


. 'To-day I was no 1 49 than 1 


0 for fifty bange .. _ SY {11 | ith 8 2 5. Iwo; 4 . Fon, N 
+. The: inclofed, my * friend, is ſo an 


of 


1 © of icing your delicacy n 
1 "m7 inclination 

in a few days a dons vil b ve. com- 

TS © 050 to make this little quarterly in- 


come legally your own. Let me once 
©. more ſeriouſly intreat you not to diſ- 

w © treſs me with your thanks, as I could 

= < not regard them in any other light 

ify than as a juſt reproach for a token ſo 
64 

4 


1 3 0 he alete of reer 


£ EM} 6 Aren avarry,.” 2 
FF Thus dich every hour preſent ſome 
n I. new inſtance of the univerfal generoſity 
8 and on TR: 11 this eee 
1 f Selina! is to a W tondrrow 1 
is ſo and, as you may ſuppoſe, we arc not 
2 the- without ſome terrors on her account, 
| X though the general ſucceſs of this fortu- 
gnate diſcovery leaves little excuſe for 
their indulgence ; her beauty, which I 
: F truſt by this means will eſcape the ma- 
| lice of Its direſt foe, improves daily, 
| and 


Ta. 


7 and, Fg eauicity for receiving inſtrue- 
tion is very extraordinary for her years. 


I fear only the effects of too unlimited 


an indulgence, to all the dangers of 


which I ſee ſhe muſt inevitably be. ex-- 


poſed if ſhe receives her education en- 


_ tirely at Heathcott; but I flatter myſelf 


that the difficulty of - procuring. proper 
| maſters at ſo remote a diſtance from the- 
metropolis will enable me to urge the- 
propriety of ſending her to a boarding-- 


ſchool with ſueceſs, though cannot ſays 
Lam partial to ſeminaries of that kind, 


yet there are circumſtances: which may 


render them a neceſſary reſource:. 


I am now, you ſee, become miſtreſs; 


of two hundred pounds a-year, and you 


muſt be ſenſible how much more than 


adequate one is to any expences I can / 
poſſibly incur in my preſent -fituation. . 


Tour love for me may ſuggeſt a plan for: 
the diſpoſal-of the other, ſo as to render 


ER it a ſourge of real happineſs.—I will ſay 
no ee only aged if you refuſe: 
t * 


* 


( 45 ) 

to ſhare with me a bounty, the whole of 
which I am obliged to accept, but have 
not the power to uſe, will make me not 
= only deplore the immoveable obſtinacy 
of your diſpoſition, but painfully to 


doubt the ſincerity of that regard which 


you have ever profeſſed for your Way | 
affectionate ſiſter | 


CAROLINE LESLIE. 


[To ſpare the 8 4 . detail of the | 
| unintereſtiug incidents of the heroine's infancy, | | 
I. fall paſs on to the time of her entrance into 

--@ boarding-ſohool, and only inſert ſuch” lei- 
ters, during her ſtay. there, as are neceſ- 
ry to give 1 idea of oY natural * 
* tion.] 
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SELIMA WORTHY 
10 


As. ANNE AUBREY T 


MY DE AR MANMA, 


Fo 11 Like hoo of all 4 5 rh am moſt 
' aſhamed of being ſo happy any where 
from home, when I think of your good- 
"neſs to me: but really we have ſuch 
fine ſport, and Mrs. Frankly i is not half 
15 croſs as I thought a governeſs muſt 
J have only been puniſhed once, - 
7 Ty that was for a fault which I ſhall not 
, commit again, now 1 know it is one: 
ä "and. 


CEL 


diphts me wadtviony” is, 
Bhat 1 may write whatever I think with- 
out fear, for the directions only of our 
lietters are examined. We have fifty 
W boarders, and you cannot believe, my 


when we are all together : were I as” 
knoify at Heathcott as I am here, you 
would be half diſtracted. | 
I affure you I am not a little proud of 
Layelk; for when I began to read, my 
soverneſs aſked me what ſchool I had 
peen ar before; and when I fat down to 
the Harpſichord, the maſter began to 
teach me the gamut, and you cannot 
think how he was ſurprized, when I told 
Shim 1 knew my notes already, and could 
Play ſeven or eight tunes beſides; Monfr. 


Puch a tone that I was ready to laugh 
hen he ſpoke, repeated all the French 
alphabet, whilſt I interrupted him, and 
eried, 66 We e I'know all that very, 
3 well, 


4 


dear Mamma, what a riot we make 3 


Too, with the drolleſt face Lever ſaw, and. 


the vocabulary. too.“ 
ment! but I ſoon let him ſee that I had 
not told a fib; but the grammar is the = 
| hardeſt thing 1 ever knew. I could as 


moods and tenſes, and verbs and ad- 
verbs; and I do not think they can be MF . 
of any great uſe, or you would have ok 

taught them me yourſelf, SY 11 


was humbled at laſt, when I went into 
the dancing room, where I. expected 


II mg 40 8 7 n 
ti; and 1 can fa half the phraſes and 1 


He ſtared at me avith ſuch toniſh: 


ſoon learn Greek, as all-that jumble of 


But you ſhall hear how my. en n „ 


every thing that was charming, and i | 
there was I, as ſure as you are alive, ſet 


to learn to walk over again. Dear 


Mamma, did not you think I could both I 


walk and run, as well as I had any o- 
caſion to do, before I left Heathcott ' WF 
I never was ſo aſhamed in my life as 


when I was parading up and down the 


b room, for the diverſion of eyery body | Cl 
no doubt, Gough my 7 were rivetted 2 


| bi to hs 1. all the time, 8 1 N you 
& would forbid this part of my education 8 
for I am ſure I never ſhall take any ple - 
W fore in an amuſement, by which one 
WT muſt be ſo much expoſed to obſervation. — 
Pray tell Mrs. Leſlie 1 ſhall never place . 
any faith in her predictions again; ſhe 2? 
aid I ſhould be quite delighted with 
dancing, that I was formed for it, and 
© great deal more. Dear me! ſhe never 
Vas more miſtaken in her life, but! 
i will write to her ſome of theſe days, and L 
W tell her all about it. Well—I vow! if 
me bell does not ring for prayers—only . 
think how provoking — before I have 

halß finiſhed my letter: but I will write 

the reſt another time —ſo do believe, 

| Mamma, that I would not have ſent you 10 

so ſhort a one if I could have helped it, 

ny oc and that 1 ſhall aria be Jour very du- 


hcott ! Y tiful child, 
life as 
wn the 1 
body, 
vetted BR 
toll 
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juſt ſuch an one as I wiſhed to receive 
from the child of my adoption, frank, 
eaſy, and unaffected: it proves the genu- 
ine ſincerity of your nature: it proves 
that your mind is liberal, open, and un- 


ſchool better than Heathcott, I am not 
in the leaſt jealous of the preference vou 
ſeo naturally beſtow on a ſociety, fo much 
more ſuited to your age and the volati- ; 
13 of 0 9 901 
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"* SELIMA. 


"OUR laue, my FI little: . el; is. 


diſguiſed. - Never be aſhamed / of liking 


ws : 


Tt 51 ” 


| 0 \dial:choteftly: with you (though 
vou muſt always remember that I ſpeak _ 
Jas a friend, not as a governeſs) I felt 
much more gratification from your hu- 
mility in the dancing- room, than your 
pertneſs to your French maſter, and the 
ſelf. ſatisfaction with which you began ; 
your leſſons. Pray does not your con- 
ſequential ladyſhip think, upon reflection, 
that Mrs. Leſlie and myſelf have an in- 


{6 diſputable ſhare in the merit of thoſe im- 


| alty they excite ? 


and wiſer than yourſelf. 


D „ which 


provements on which you have built ſo 
5 much conceit? and have you not the 
WW juſtice to allow us to partake of the va- 


Poor Selima !. I doubt you a find 
your exultation but feebly ſupported, 
without the aſſiſtance of people on 


Whenever you feel your little proud 1 
heart ſwell with your own importance, 
conſider what you or any of us ſhould 
be without a ſuperior protection. There 
0 is not one of the bleflings of life for 
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ſive gratitude to the firſt great cauſe of 
our exiſtence, and to thoſe inferior agents 
which he graciouſly condeſcends to em. 
ploy in our favour. Your, ignorance of 
thoſe parts of education, in which you if 


45 engaging vivacity, which frequently de- 


ought to be applied as a leſſon of humi- 
lity, as it certainly muſt prove to an un- 

derſtanding which I am happy to fax 
cannot plead the excuſe of any natural 
_ deficiency, that we know nothing but 
what we are taught. But Iwill aoralizeſi 
no longer; I am ſenſible that much gra- 

vity and ſentiment will not agree with 
your volatile diſpoſition, and I weuld i 
1 not diſguſt you with. my dee I 
in its infancy. | 


moſt fervently that you may retain, un- 


Sich we do not od the dell ſubmil. 


Poe 
. oy gutt 
pe 
auſe 
Form. 
Heat! 
Whoug 
Pover 
chat 
Wang, 
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have hitherto received no inſtruction, 


I know you are a wild chit, x 5 93 


2 
1 5 


impaired by the viciſſitudes of life, that * 


notes a generoſity of ſoul, and is, in 
my opinion, under Proper reſtrictions, 
one 


„ 


one of the moſt Weng ornaments' of 


bmiſ. 
uſe M 
gents i 
em- 
ce of 
1 you 
gion, 
lumi- 
n un- 
0 a 


4 duth. | | 
Do not ot neglect your new dies be- 
Fauſe they want the merit of having 
| ö Formed a part of your employments at 
Neathcott, particularly Grammar, which, 
though your great penetration has not diſ- 
Fcoveretits utility, is of ſuch conſequence, 
What you can neither ſpeak nor write any 
a ver, without 

tural ina whatever, ut a perfect 
bu. Knowledge, and a ſtrict obſervance of 
but 

may its rules. As for muſic, drawing, and 
alizelf : 
. Faancing, I leave them to plead for em. 
: Si Wclves ; their own infinuating charms are 
cue | Tuffcient to enforce your attention with. 
ce Wout the help of my admonitions; For - 
N Where are other accompliſhments wy 
+l Wnore neceſſary, though not ſo ornamen. 
P to al or fo pleaſantly acquired. 
5 Mrs. Leſlie received your letter, with 
that 
— which ſhe was much pleaſed, and in- 
, 5 a ends to anſwer i it ſoon. _ Ce: 
Continue to write as you have begun, 5 
tions, ; 
e Weglect t not to let me know all the little 
—_ * 3 Fe WENN 
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ANNE AUBREY, 


gaicte, de c 
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| SozmLy I am the unhappieſt ckeatüre 
in the world, and! believe Mrs. Frank- 


I; 


of x * 


ſhe has done nothing but puniſti n me al 
day, though I would not have onde 3 
ber, if 1 could have helped it; ahd 5 
am fure you will allow, that | tad cauſe | 
enough to be in a paſſion. 1 

If I were to die for it, Leould never 
W bear the right that frightful Nils 
Garth again? 1 Telly is ſhe is the 
ſuglieſt girl'l | ever ſaw in my life. You 
= think how I was provoked when 
D „ ſhe 
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deed!” anſwered I fol 
I fear, but I ſhould deferygnothing: but 
malice and ill nature, were to hide my 
; | #55, "OW; 
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the called Mrs. Anne Aubrey a back 
woman! but 1 will tell you, if can for 
crying, every thing that paſſe. 
My ſchool-fellows are often. lin: 
100 aſking me who E am, and whether 
Mrs. Anne is really my Mamma, though: 
you know that is impoſſible, becauſe ſhe 
never was married, and. ſo I tell them 
: every day, but to no purpoſe : this morn- 
ing they tormented me worſe than ever, 
and cnedallat Once, when 1 ae 
A of 
6 OO 1 very pretty iſs, then you tell 
ſtories L L fd, what right have you to 
call a lady your Mumm, who is no ſuch ; 
thing . Is. 1 B20 


1 * Becauſe ſhe gives me leave,” faid 5 5 
c What! ] then ſhe nee You to 8 


0 tell lies !” 


„She encourage 1 me to tell les in- 


„ 4. 
* 


me that ſpitefully : 


Il 


dt 


C 


Town aulit When 1 am celling other 
8 people 8 % ee . 
„ She never does any tale wrong. 
herſelf, or would permit me if ſhe Lake” 7 
it,” and I could not help crying at ther 
very thought; when unluckily up came 
Miſs Garth, who is a great tall girl, and 
as proud and imperious as ſhe-is ugly 
and diſagreeable, and in a taunting man- 
ner aſked me what IJ was crying for, and 
whether the poor baby wanted a ſugar- 
plumb; and I like a ſimpleton told her 
directly, that it was: becauſe I had been 
called a ſtory- teller- 1 
Well, andꝭ ſo ybu are Miſs/” SOT, 
ſeveral of the girls together, „if you 
call Mrs. Anne Aubrey your Mamma.“ 
es that all,” ſaid Miſs Garth, „then 
vou may wipe up your tears, dearee; if 
you never tell a greater fib than that, 
vyou will be a miracle of truth I believe.“ 
How can that be, demanded _ | 
| again, * when ſhe owns ſhe never was 
married i in her life V Yr OP 
D ; « Ol $7 
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my cruel enemy, my Mamma knows all 10 
about this pretty Miſs; and ſhe ſays that be 
bad women have children eee 28 

| without being married“. 
To which L anſwered, © that I was ſure By 
if her Mamma called Mrs. Anne Aubrey A 
a bad woman, ſhe was a very wicked he 
one herſelf; and I feared her daughter 1 
would be ſomething like . by 
! the creature! does ſhe call my wy 
| Mamma names! and in ſhort they all a 

flew at me like tygers, and worked me 
up to ſuch a rage, that I muſt own, + 
_ "though Lam fadly aſhamed: of myſelf, 4 
that 1 fought thoſe I could reach, with g 
all the ſtrength I had; till the noiſe pn 
alarmed my governeſs, whoſe preſence f 
put an end to the fray in an inſtant: b 
but on her enquiry: into the cauſe of it, * 
my voice was ſo drowned by the reſt, 1 
tat the affair concluded in my diſgrace; x 
and 1 have lived all day in a dark cloſet 1 
e water. nah 8 7 am now only let { 
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into «this light that L may learn two lel- 'Y 
ſons agaitiſt to-morrow: but I could not 
begin them till I had given RED an ae. 
count of all that has paſſed. 5 
And now my dear Mrs. Leſlie; 40 d. ] 
form me if it is really a fib to call Mrs. 5 
Anne my Mamma, or whether it gives 
her the appearance of a bad woman? 
I wiſh T knew my real Mamma; yet 1 
do not like to aſk her, afraid ſhe ſhould! 


think I do not love her better than 32 
could any other perſon. 1 ys 3 LF; £13 a8} ; 


There is another poor child here, who 
does not know to whom ſhe belongs, 
and not being ſo. fortunate" in having 


good friends as I am, ſhe is uſed ill by 
every body: I believe Mrs. Frankly 
thinks ſhe ſhall never be paid for her 


board, and for that reaſon lets her be ſo 
ragged and ſhabby, it breaks my heart 


to ſee her, I will write to Mamma to 
give her ſomething, or ſuffer me to ſhare 
with her ſome of my clothes and money; 


for T dare not give her much without 


D - . 


o 


„ 


aſking leave: to be ſure ſhe took as 
much delight in vexing me as any body, 
but I cannot be angry with her wage 
* the is poor. „ 43 
You cannot think FRE writing PR you 7 
| THAN comforted me: I was ſo miſerable 
when I began, that, I thought I never 
ſhould be happy again. Do not ſhew | 
this-letter-to my. Mamma, . leſt it, ſhould. 
grieve her, but aſſure her of the ſin- 
| cereſt gratitude and duty from your ever 
. alfectionate 9 | 
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LETTER XI. 
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Ms. LES. IE. 
TA. 


| sELIM A. 5 


Pook Selma! your patienee indeed 
underwent a ſevere trial—I wiſh it had- 
been victorious. with all my heart 
then what ſuperior credit would you 


have obtained! As - the:, cafe, ſtands at 
preſent, though E cannot. condemn you. 


; without mercy, as Mrs. Frankley did, , 
am very ſorry. to- lay, I find nothing i 


to applaud in your conduct - your paſ- 
ſion was raiſed, and you did not make. 


any effort to reſtrain it: however, ſenſi- 
ble as I am that your affection for me is 


of, ſuch a nature, that you would regard.. 


my. 


a — 


my diſapprobation as more terrible than 
a dark room, and water-gruel, I will not 
inflict on you a ſecond puniſhment, the 
firſt having been, I hope, more - "wan 
than the circumſtances required. 
I did not ſhew your letter to Mrs. | 
Anne, and am very glad you did not 
addreſs her on the ſubject: you may be 
perfectly aſſured that ſhe is not your 
Mamma; but as for the particulars of 
your birth, they are inyolyed in an. ob- 
| ſcurity ſo-profolind; that it is neither i 
her power nor mine te, give you any 
| light into them; even the few events 
with which | am-2cqualnied (and they 
could not afford you any ſatisfaction) 1 
do not think myſelf at liberty to di- 
vulge, without the concurrence of my 
friend. Let me exhort' you therefore, 
my dear girl, to make yourſelf perfectly 
eaſy on that ſubject, and be thankful to 
that kind Providence, which has ſo am- 
ply canoe fer mw all the 1 5 


which vel Sud have. derived fromithe: 5 
neareſt ties of conſanguinity. 
They are not thoſe, who ſet out *. 5 
nn. ſurrounded by. the moſt obvious ad- 
vantaliges, who: always make the moſt” 
happ) progreſs through it, of which my! 
own hiſtory. preſents: a melancholy e. 
S ample. Bern apparently to the inherit= * 
& ance of-affluence, by one act of diſobe- 
= cence and imprudence, I forfeited the 
protection aud favour of my family, and 
wa immediately deſerted - by that proſ- 
erity, which Ii longer merited, and 
= became. a * retched victim of diſtreſs, 
1 to | whole bat © "Arrows 1 had el. 
myſelf. eie * ; 
It is to the e bene of; your Cie; 
We am indebted even for my 
exiſtence; her compaſſion followed me 
into India, and would have purſued me 
I believe to the utmoſt extremity of the 
earth. In that diſtant chme I was left 
the indigent widow of a man, who de- 
nr me e br that weakneſs which I had 
1 manifeſted 


n ; 
PS - 
* 
- 
i 


— 


in addreſſing her. 


fice, with one child, a lovely girl, cho, 


' while ſhe added to my neceſſities, ſeem- 


ed to beguile them of their „ 
- But my ruthleſs fate hack not expended 
its keeneſt dart: a conſumptioh, 8 

fer ſome months had preyed bf 
| hicate frame, bereft me of this-laſt:dear-- 


9 on my return to England : but 4 „ 


Ne ele ob own wounds, 1d 5 
you, . Py” 


18 * \ſruation; nov Ve 


of battery, nor, _ _ M$ ao is 


there any perfection or true dignity, to · 
which a vituous and well governed mind 
may not hope to attain. - | 

-1 think it will be prudent. to cbt "AY k. 


' maternal appellation, which your lind 5 
friend has permitted you to uſe, except: 
A name is of too- | 

| little conſequence to concern you, or to 
5 create ous” in * ſchool: peace. 


and 


tset in i yielding . to hb own arti-/ 


fb v ich P 
her de-- 


to Prove to. 


1 BY good Wap o one ty FE. oY 
ä much greater facrifice to enflire. No 
= Not having with-held my cenſure 
vhere L deemed it neceſſary, I think it 
5 a duty equally incumbent upon: me, to 
deſtow on you thoſe praiſes, to which 
you have as. juſt a claim, Your ſympa- 
© thy in the . misfortunes of your little 
& ſchool-fellow, is a teſtimony of a good. 
heart, in which F recogniſe my favorite 
child: I have ſent you a trifle to cheriſh, 
the amiable ſentiment; it is not worth 

@ mentioning to our ad, to whom not- 

_ withſtanding T-with you to apply, for 1 
would not deprive her of the pleaſure Z 4 
which your good actions are : certain to 
: | impart. | | 5 | 0p 
Adieu, my dear RE a edle to 
W deſerve, and 5 will be certain to re- 
W tain, the approbation and aſſection TR: 
of *. 1 friend, e eee 
= - CAROLINE LESLIE) 
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Mom office having affen d a ne bl 
fliction in the death of her ſiſter, Miſs E 

Beekwith, whom You have frequently 
heard her mention : the event was ſo 
= ſudden, that ſhe ſcarcely aw her before 
= her death: I greatly fear this blow will 

renew that melancholy, which time be- 

gan to diſſipate. 
= TI will not affront you by roommate. 
= ing a diligent attention to your ſtudies» 
= as I cannot juſtly accuſe you of negli- 
gence: on the contrary, ſincerity calls 


upon me to confeſs that every ſucceeding 


Chriſtmas has preſented me the ſatisfac- 
tion of obſerving that your improve- 
ments greatly ſurpaſſed the ſanguine ex- | 
pectations I had formed. _ 
80 on, my dear child, purſue 70 
paths to perfection, i in which you have 
ſo proſperouſſy ſet out; and by encreaſing 
merits draw cloler * Jourſelf, if poſ. 
a JOE” OR ſible, 
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New 1 I 895 my "PE friend; that 5 
Las greatly afflicted by the melancholy 
ſubject of your letter? The ſufferings 
of the deceaſed Miſs Beckwith demanded 
the tear of commiſeration, during their 
cantinuance, but conſider that they are 
paſſed—that death has releaſed her from 
the wounds of pain, the ſtings of ad- 
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verſity, the ingratitude of the world; 


= ence for eternal bleſſedneſs and peace: 
= 3 this ang PG, if it be . 


＋ have 


48 


4: 0.x". 4 
7 * 


1 dre juſt 5. EY Bong Selina. Her | 


: Kyle! is as uſual; frank, eafy; and confi- 
dential: native artleſſneſs ſtill prevails, 
5 unimpaired and undiſguiſed, though 


highly decorated by the advantages of 


LS education, and the. natural operations of 


time on genuine good ſenſe. Senſibi- 
lity predominates in her character, tho* 


Mivacity forms the outline. I could 
dwell for ever on the expanding accom- 
Pliſhments of my child, and without re- 


ſtraint, from the conſciouſneſs that your 
feelings move perfectly in uniſon with 


my own, and will grant me pardon for 


any offence I may ſo commit againſt 

your, patience: but time, which ſtays 
for no one, will permit me to ſay little 
more, and that little I fear you wille ex- 
pect to be dedicated to myſelf. EG 
In truth, my friend, I am Aan ' 
aſhamed to confeſs, that I am immerſed 


in as inceſſant a whirl of diſſipation as 1 4 


remember having been: yet -where- 
fore aſhamed I know not, for my amuſe. 
7:5 ments 


13 71 53 


ments are all very innocent 2 1 make no 
Ulevaſtation on the purſes, though I am * | 
43 an eternal card-player, or the hearts of 
3 Tur ralſaciates Pam, the god of loo, and 
Cupid, the god of love, are equally in- 
- xorable, and reject with the ſame ME: . 
indifference all the overtures of an old 
| . maid; yet there is 4 Deity who conde- 
1 4 :ends'to quit his drear abode, and gild 
1 my amtiquated face with charms, ü 

N defy the ravage of „„ 
laugh as you will, a Scotch laird, an 
5 © Iriſh baronet, and an Engliſh barriſter - 
: A at iaw, have all bowed beneath the i r. 
reſiſtible force of this magnetic power. 
The men take us all for fools: I ſhould 
ve almoſt tempted to reſume the cha- 
W racter of a coquette, d laugh at theſe 
W mercenaries in their turn, were I not 
B ſenſible, that I muſt ſubmit to bear 
more than an equal een in the - 
E ridicule I ſhould excite. | 


C5 


I have been thinking, with infinite re- 
Ko on the Oey ſolitude in which 
you 


— 


k ; N 2 


Dou are . by my abſence at this 
- unfortunate juncture: were it poſſible 
to prevail on you to change the ſcene, 1 
| have an opportunity of engaging very 
pleaſant and convenient apartments for 
your reception, in the houſe adjoining to 
my ſiſter's, and am certain you would 
experience the moſt ſalutary effects from 
the removal. I wiſh I could give you 
an invitation to this, but to acknowledge 
a painful truth, there are circumſtances, 
with regard to my preſent viſit, which 
render my own ſituation ſomewhat irk- 
ſome. Pray do not attribute this myſ- 
- terious mode of expreſſion to a want of 
| ſufficient confidence in your friendſhips 
or a fear of repoſing in your breaſt the 
inmoſt ſecrets-of my heart: but _ J- 
WE nk is moſl diſtrefling, and time prefſes— 
I Vill take another opportunity of being 
more explicit, In the mean time be- 
. me moſt ſincerel 1 
y yours, 
3 Is SA. ee oat | ANNB AUBREY. | 
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FROM THE SAME 
ro 


| THE SAMEs 


1 Wins letter 18 ld, but my ſpi- 
rits are too greatly agitated at this mo- 
ment to permit me to reply to its con- 
tents. If I rightly recollect, I concluded 
mine, promiſing to ſhare with you every 
ſentiment of my ſoul—let me then ſeize 
the preſent juncture, almoſt the bittereſt 
of my life, to ſteal from ſympathiſing 
friendſhip, that conſolation which It 
alone can impart. Eg 
Fou, who have literally been. my only. 
ſiſter, if the connexion is denoted by a 
| fincere and invariable affection, are un- 
Vor. Eo acquainted | 
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acquainted with the numerous circum- 
ſtances, which have: eſtranged my heart 


from her, who through the force of con- wa 

fanguinity holds the endearing name. TY 

A conſiderable difference:in our ages, an 

and our being ſeparated during the time tus 

of our education, were undoubtedly ca- vo 
- ſualties not calculated to form the baſis | 

of a tender friendſhip: and others alſo an 

ſucceeded them, ſtill more : inimical to its dr 

exiſtence. : by 

At the time of my ſiſter? 8 marriage, | ar 


yours, which had but lately taken place, 
with the unhappy incidents attending it, 
was in ſome meaſure a check upon our 
correſpondence, entirely formed the ſub- 
ject of the few letters which paſſed be- 
tween us; and ſpared me the corifeſſion® 
of a weakdefs which time only, without 
conluſion, has enabled me to diſcloſe. 
Know then at once, that the huſband 
oy my ſiſter was the only man, for whom 
1 ever felt a tender partiality : his per- 
bt ſon was noble, elegant, and intereſting, 
and 


* 


x 93). 


and his heart was the gem, which a 
PN expected from fuck a caſket, but it 
waSdevoted to another, and I believe 
you know me too well to ſuppoſe that 
an unreturned affection could long diſ- 
turb the peace of A mind ſo Mg and. 
volatile as mine. 5 

My ſucceſsful rival triumphed only in in 
an oſtentatious diſplay of her jewels, 
dreſs, and equipage. Entirely engroſſed 
by the ſubtle influence of vanity and 
ambition, the ſofter ſenſations of eſteem _ 
and love found no acceſs to her heart— - 
diſſipation marked her character: nor 
did the birth of a ſon, her own widow. 
hood, which ſoon ſucceeded, and the 
death of her father, ſuffice to detach her 
mind from its allurements, to which, 
__ notwithſtanding, I ſincerely hope ſhe 
yielded not beyond the bounds of inno- 
cence and virtue, though the world has 
| caſt forth infinuations againſt her cha- 
racter of ſo black a nature, that my 
0 Tecoils at the poſſibility of their Y 
7 E 2 * dong : 
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being juſt. However, with the Jocpeſt 
concern I muſt confeſs, that the whole 
tenor of her ſubſequent conduct, to- 
gether with her ſecond union with the 


very man for whom ſhe at leaſt deſtroyed 
the peace of mind of his amiable pre- 


deceſſor, baffles every effort of vindica- 


| tion. 


— , 
* e 


From this imperfect eovidul of a if. 


tory in which I feel myſelf too much in- 
tereſted, I think you may form ſome 
1dea of the ſenfations which muſt ever 
Trude my breaſt, at the approach of 


an interview with a woman, whom na- 


ture urges me (to love, and reaſon for- 


bids me to eſteem. Reſpect ſor the me- 
_ mory off the” beſt of fathers, has, for 
e time, been the only bond of inti- 
macy between us; and permanent as 
that cement might have been, it is now 
entirely diſſolved. The injuries I have 


this day received, will not admit of pal- 


ation, 


Not 


* 


| 6 


rent of abuſe, of which the language I 
am accuſtomed to will not convey any 
comparative idea. The illiberal invec- 


tives and groſs abuſe poured on me be- 
fore I was able to reply, would diſgrace 
me to repeat, and wound your feelings 
Mr. Gowarth, with diſmay 
in his countenance, rang the bell, and 


o. peruſe: 


Not having the prudence to pocket a 
letter. from Selima, unfortunately d eli | 

vered to meat breakfaſt, without ſome ex- 
4 preſſion of pleaſure on the receipt of. t, 
W this welcome pledge of her afteCtion 
| proved the innocent attractor of a tor- 


begged to be wheeled off from the field 


of battle, leaving me to ſuſtain the fury 


of his enraged help-mate. Poor wretch ! 
but pity for his bodily infirmities ſup- 


preſſes chat contempt his character de- 
ſerves.. b 


Little do you chink to what wile in. 


ſinuations I have been ſubjected. Some- 


times accuſed of deſerting the intereſts | 


of my. nephew, the only lasviting hope 
OD 3. of 


* 


of his family, to laviſh my ſubſtance on 


the offspring of beggary and vice; at 
others even reflected on as the inf 80 


parent of this obnoxious child, to whom 
I hold myſelf engaged in the moſt facred 
bonds of duty, as well as love, to ſup- 
port her through life in the ſituation 
wherein I have placed her. But the 
ſhall not be the victim of that inſatiate 


auvarice which could graſp the globe, dif. 
| ſatisfied with its poſſeflions, 
Impolitie as my fiſter's behaviour maſk 


appear to an impartial judgment, it wilt 
not bias me, to confound the innocent 
with the guilty: notwithſtanding the re- 


ſentment it muſt reaſonably be fuppoſed 
to have enkindled in my breaſt, it will 
not obliterate the recollection, that her 


ſon is my nephew, that he is not an- 
. ſwerable for the miſconduct of his mo- 
” ther, and that he is the deſcendant of a 


man, whom, during his life; I thought 


it an honour to call by the endearing 
appellation of brother, whoſe death T 
VF bave 


a” 


. £ N 79 So 


Have moſt ſincerely lamented, and whole 7 1 
memory [ ſhall never ceaſe to reſp ect. 
I chis, then, my natural and acknow- KBS 
agen heir, my fortune will entirely 
devolve, excepting only (comparatively 
ſpeaking) an inconſiderable ſum, re- 
ſerved for the gratification of private 
friendſhip, and that diſpoſition towards 
the relief of indigence, which I truſt 

- will ever exiſt with unabated ardour in 
"my breaſt, whilſt a vital ſpirit animates 
6 my frame. 

My nephew will abound in wealth; 
the ſplendid fortune of his. father's I. 
luftrious family, together with his mo- 
ther's, and. my own, all centre in him- 
ſelf, and ill would he deſerve. the partial 
diſpepſations of the fickle goddeſs, did 
he poſſeſs a meanneſs of ſoul which 
could permit him: to repine at the ap. 
propriation of a ſum. which he can ne- Y 
ver want, to the uſe and ez # 
* tion of thoſe who _ " 
STIL E 4 5 Though 
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„ * 
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Though my firſt ſcheme i is fruſtrated, , 
i have already planned one, in che exe. = 


cution. of which I cannot doubt Feup 
concurrence, as the propoſal I am about, 
to make not merely adverts to your own. 

| 1 advantage, but includes alſo the health 


andi ſatisfaction of one, whom I know 
you would ſacrifice every thing to ſerve. . * 
In ſhort, my ſpirits, deranged and al- 
moſt entirely overcome, demand more 
lenient reſtoratives than crowds and N 
noiſe can adminiſter; and the ſpring ad- . 
Pacing, in all its wonted luxuriance to 25 
defi#n, I have been meditating | 2 
an n into South Wales. f 
Scenes, where the prolific hand. of ; 
Nature afſembles all its various charms P. 
* at once to awe, delight and | captivate the 1 
ſoul, are beſt calculated to deface the | 1 
» fable images of diſcontent, and recal 17 
® the gloomy mind to a grateful partici- 2 
pan of thoſe bleſſings which an indul- A 


$9 Providence {till invites it to enjoy. 
Come, 


"(83 
Come, my friend, . deliberate not a 
moment on this propoſal ; but on Mon- 
day Tennight place yourſelf in the old 
Chariot I left behind me, and with a pair 
of horſes from F——, you will, with 
moderate expedition, meet me about i | 
noon the next day, * —— from whencte 
we _ 14 FL is | 


7 res and unqueſtioned i in the wilds" 1 


: Not of 1 love—thoſe are 1 Sls 
and dangers we ſhall no more encounter 
| — but of variegated Nature, following 

only the airy footſteps of untutored N 

fancy. Surely ſuch a ſcheme of rational 
pleaſure calls not for the aid of perſuaſion 

to obtain the approbation of one whoſe 4 

mind is naturally formed for ſuch en- 9 
joyments, and whoſe underſtanding, were 
it ſuffered to controul, could well ſupply © * 

' ſufficient force for the total expulſion of 
unavailing ſorrows, which, though it 
. = a would 


5 


1 


. } would ! be apathy never to feel it is im- 


piety to cheriſn. 
Adieu, on Tueſday: next I ſhall ex- 

pet your anſwer, which, inſtead of being ; 
directed to me as uſual, at the houſe of 
Edmund OH, Eſq. will find me 
with Mrs. and Co. milliners, in 


3 5 — dſteeet, and 1 truſt you vill not 


r it to diſappoint the wiſhes of ou 5 


very ſincere friend, 
ANN EZ AUBREY. 
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LETTER xv. 


MRS. LESLIE 


bes” 2 
* 


SE LIMA. 


* 


T- is a "moſt painful office. to be thi ls 
- meſſenger of ill news, and 1 may venture 
to ſay to no one more irkſome than my-. 
ſelf; but alas! it is not the lot of mor- 

tality to goverh,. the exigencies of life: 
we muſt take the evil and the good as 
they preſent themſelves, and ſubmit to 
the decrees of fate with reſignation; 
therefore arm yourſelf, my dear Selima, 
with reſolution, to encounter the dread- 
ul ſentence I am deputed to denounce | 
againſt you; for, ſoften it as I can, it 
amounts to no leſs than an order for 
E HED your 
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your final departure from ſchool : yet 
do not ſuffer your ſpirits - to be totally 
depreſſed by ſo terrible a mandate. Who 
knows but a remonſtrance may avall ? . 
Fou are not inſenſible of the indulgent 
tenderneſs of Mrs. Aubrey, and, for 
my Own part, I am fully perſuaded, that 
" the would even relinquiſh the enjoyment __ 
of your company to prolong your page : 


"neſs : but if, on the contrary, you 


ſummon fu ufficient fortitude to yield to the 
| ſevere decree, Mrs. Bolland will, on 
Wedneſday next, attend you tiers * 


where you will be impatiently expected, 
and received with a ſincere welcome. 


Fey: juſt returned from our excurſion, 


y friend being engaged in more 


necel ary, though leſs agreeable, avoca- 
tions, I am appointed the herald of her 


Viſhes. Scarcely does her eye contem- 


plate a charm of nature or of art, or 
ber heart feel a ſatisfaction, but the ex- 
5 hn, How would it delight my Seli- 
5 ma! 4 * do 1 {mile and y ; 
er 


tu) 


her enthuſiaſm without the power of re- 
fiſting the contagion. How grateful 
ought you to be for an affection ſo won-. 
derful and unbounded. Do not think, 
that by the word 62 gt, I mean to caſt 
any reflection on your feelings, or that 
by it I would imply, that they do not 
move perfectly in uniſon with your duty; 5 
on the contrary, often do I rejoice in 
5 the natural concordance of your ſenti- 
ments with thoſe of your protectreſs: it 
is in your power to realize or diſappoint 
N my expectations. Time, the great al- 
 chymiſt, can alone analyze the ſecret 
diſpoſitions of the heart, on whoſe fu- 3 
ture informations hang the hopes f 
your friends; in which claſs, to the ut- i} 
Moſt degree of unprofitable affection, A 
3 venture to rank your devoted 
mY 1 "CAROZINE LESLIE. | 
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LETTER XVI. 


* 


SELIMA 


e nne, ln. 


How could yon be fo unmerciful;; * 
my dear madam ?. The firſt line of your 
letter ſo terrified me, that I dreaded to 
proceed, expecting ſome dire calamity, 
Which, though my imagination could 
not deſcribe, my heart ſhuddered to en- 
counter: little did I dream of the jay 
which was to enſue, and yet, I believe, 
as you have. often told me, there is no 
pleaſure in life without its attendant. 
| pain, 3 I. not to bluſh when I ac-- 
1 , KO 


* 


* 


(9 5 


| khowledge, that although 1 contemplate- 
mp arrival at Heathcott with all that un- 
mixed: gratitude which my happy ſitua- 
tion demands, when I caſt a thought on 


m (probably) final ſeparation from ſo 
many, for all of whom, either from 
eſteem or long intimacy, I cannot help 
: entertaining no inconſiderable degree of. 


regard; a. pang will. ſhoot acroſs my. 
© breaſt! yet do not think, as Miſs More 
1 
1 To ' ſcape the pain J-would the joy forego,.. 


"0 And miſs.the tranſport to avoid the-woe.” - 


No, in one 1 behold, only a tranſient: 


mortification, in the other the foun-- 


dation of every future blefling, which 
my indulgent ſtars Permit me to ex- 


pect. 


for me to carry home completed; and 


2 I ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
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But 55 have an unfiniſhed taſk i in \the- 
frame, which my governeſs is anxious 
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volume, that I Am your very grate 6255 
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4 {Foun tears, my dear fuligy at once 
flattered, afflicted and reproached me: 


hold your concern without ſhiing its 


dicated an ap ö 
heart, if you will believe me (though 1 


flattered I muſt ever be by any demon- 
ſtration of your regard, nor can I be. 


effects, though my own dry eyes, whilſt 
yours were ſuffuſed with tendegneſs, in- . 
hy foreign to my heart---a 
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hate profeſſions) Jeazeely able to endure 
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66 Why really, Miſs, one "7 18 ” =. - 
mire ig fee you take on in this faſhion, 
on leaving ſchool; I: thought all young. | 
ladies loved liberty, ?fpecially fuch as 
you, who afe coming to. a fine plac . 
and a kind friend like my lady: Lam 
ſure were ſhe to hear of it the wou =. 3 al 
think you very ungrateful - I 
This reproof (though natural ey = 
1 own), ierced me to the. ſoul, and only A 
| ſerved i renew the violence of thoſe” 
emotions, by which it had been occa- 
 fioned-:. but pride reſtrained my vexa- 
tion, and effectuall/ ſealed my lips; til 
the ſtopping of the carriage at the inn 
door at diverted my attention, and 
ed” to my view two, formidable 
res equipped en militaire= nay, do 
not be alarmed; for your. friend is as 
ble as s if ſhe had, remained within the 
" F ranKley? $ N. 5 
10. 5 F Whore 3 trembled a little at g 5 


A WT nithed to aid: 8 R. had I met a 


have deemed my deſtruction mor 
evitable: yet entre nous, when they 


1 {0 frequency: 


hom or a tyger by the way, I could not 


ſcarcely took any notice of me at all, 
I felt a ſort of diſappointment, and was 


wonderfully furprized, to find it poſſible 
to meet men, and in red coats too, with- 
out being engaged in an adventure. 1 
could not help taking out my tooth. pick- | 
caſe to ſee if my riding-hat became me; 


and obſerving that my bright ey 
ſomewhat tarniſhed by a remaining tinge 
of affliction, J very philoſophically ac- 


counted for the phenomenon. One of 


the ſtrange mortals, as we paſſed them 


at the inn- door after we had. breakfaſted, 
offered his hand to help me into 1.3: car 
1 an {3 


riage; but I, fooliſhly miſconſtruing 
act of common . civility into fome miſ- 


chievous deſign, rejected his aſſiſtance, 15 
and Lew are bim with ſuch, an un- 
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85 lockety which Mrs. Anne Aubrey 


_ aiwof-wiionalllh fag an Killing " 
der the wheel: Mrs. Bolland ſaid, they | 


5 = Pole a hearty laugh at my ſimplicity: 


for her. part, ſhe was not encumbered 
| with ſuch a weakneſs, | and highly di- 
verted herſelf at my expence: ſhe loved 


do ſee a ſmart fellow in her heart, ſhe 


, | aid, and putting her head through the 
window to prolong her view of ſo fa- 


FPorite an object, ſaw them pick up 8 


PE thing, which ſhe was very certain muſt | 
belong to me, they looked after the 


chaiſe ſo ſignificantly: I ſearched my 4 bs 
: pockets over and over without diſcover- i 5 


ing any deficiency in their conten 


but, alas! the myſtery was too ſoon un. | 


ravelled : before we reached the end of 
our journey, I perceived that the dear 
gave 
me, requeſting me earneſtly to be — 1 
ful of it for her ſake (and you know how - 
a dearly it was prized) in the confuſion 


n 


U * 1 "ern myſelf fo ridiculous, - # | 
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- 1 930 
; had end from the velvet ribbon, 
which faſtened it on my neck. 
You cannot conceive my tragic 
1 was half frantic, -and it was with the 
- utmoſt difficulty I refrained from tears, 
even in the arms of my beloved bene. 
factreſs. Oh! if the ſhould ever know 
how careleſs I have been of her favours! 
El was determined to write cheerfully, 
Julia, as I know your ſpirits are not the 
beſt in the world, and that you have too 
many troubles of your own, without 
IM bearing a part in mine; but indeed I 
7 am very fad at heart—I feel as if I had 
committed a crime, which mult one day 
or other call upon me the vengeance of 
ill-requited friendſhip. Tell me what 
you would do in ſuch a caſe, and I Will 


"A | follow your advice. Mrs. Bolland has 
. vowed repeatedly never to divulge the : 
\ ſecret: but then—in ſhort I will ſay no 
_. = e it, for the more I reflect, the 
tf more 1 am diſtreſſed. Write to me im- 
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 anelliately—a letter from my Julia can- 
mot be void of conſolation to her ever 
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but upon the ſtrength of that partiality 


DTRONGLY imprefſedwith the juſtice 
of your reaſoning, yet in violation of my 


cally oppolite to arguments which I can- 
not controvert, how am I to juſtify my- 


"Wald will ever again exert her better 
judgment in my behalf? How can I 
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promiſe ſtill perſiſting to act diametri- _ 


ſelf? How can I hope my gentle moni- 


form ſo preſumptuous an expectation, 


Which 1 have often proved? Fes, my 
Julia, our hearts, [ truſt, will ever beat 
in 


wy 
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in FRIPY uniſon ; ; the cement, „ 


What it will not beſtow virtue to eraſe: 

in that caſe it would be adding one ar- 
ticle to my lift of errors, which would 
: in ſubſtance I truſt outweigh the whole. 


* 7 * . Ky 9 : 
* x 55 ; FN 7 C ö — " 
* SAL 9 
1 0 | Fs 2 9 
— 898 F * £+ 
* F 4 4 . > 21 
2 ö * 0 2 
8 # 8 s 
b A 0 "4 p my * 1 
* 55 8 3 c 
* : 
F a * 5 


e 5_ 


binds them to each other, is not of a na- : 
Hure to ſuffer from the caſualties of opi- . <2 
nion, caprice, or infirmities of temper, N 5 
by which your affection has been often 1 
7 tried. You. have. loved. me with all my 0 
umpvarniſhed foibles open to your view; 1 
and Time will not ſurely be ſo unmerciful x t 
s to multiply their number, or to in. 5 | 
creaſe their dominion ; frequently I be- 2 
lieve, it will furniſh- e to conceal 5 5 
Ic 


- Your. advice, immediately to mention 5 
255 loſs I have ſuſtained, I bluſh to ſay, th 
1 have mot the courage to purſue ; yet 


be aſſured, my cowardice ſhall not be- 1 da 
tray me into a diſſimulation 4 deſpiſe ; ; . lat 
I uam not apprehenſive of reproof, but RK tal 
cannot bear the ſemblance of Jngrati- = ret 
tude, the reality of which, if I know 5 li 
myſelf, can never pervade my breaſt val 
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1 any will ocbur to 5 Möbdude 
the ſubject, of which I will take care to 


avail myſelf, and till then ſhall think 


more of the teazing incident, which 
came on purpoſe, I believe, to interrupt 


my felicity, which without it would hure 
been too complete. 


O, Julia, that you were as en 25.1 


am this place is all that the poets ever 


dreamt of—is it not? Vou may form 


ſome judgment of it, though you only 
ſaw it in the winter Could Arcadia, 
Tempe s Vale, or any of the pretty 
haunts of ſylvan deities, prefent more 
rural charms than thoſe which ſurround 
this Temple of Beneficence? Yet L 
muſt confeſs, that, were not theſe ver- 
dant plains and ſhady groves often vio- 
lated by the ſocial ſtep of rude av 
tality, a conſiderable chaſm would ſtill 
remain in the enjoyments of your Se- 
ma. Woods and purling ſtreams are 
voaſtly pretty to talk of, but 8 are no- 
| {apc to talk 10 and what womar 
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hot g en of a Claude. 


In this beautiful retreat, the leſs re- 
| fined; though more enlivening, pleaſures. 

of the beau monde are not entirely ex. 
eluded; and muſic, dancing, petits par- 

. PROT a la champetre, with reading, 


working, walking, feeding poultry, and 
nurſing exotics, divide our time, and 


ſecurely fortify it againſt the encroach. 
ments of that vile reptile, ennui, Which 

the French only know how to expreſs, „ 
„* Lon the * a how to feel, which, 
5 &: Ae ; 


+ 


N 2 
* 


4 
5 


be happy, reſtrained from a ths LA ; 

; of that talent in which we ſo eminently . 
excel?” Your humble ſervant, at leaſt, 
will never aſpire to the honourable title 

of a good woman at the expence of ſo 
painful a facrifice; nor am I in danger 
| of being compelled to practice a virtue 
ſo repugnant to my inclination. All 
here delight in converſation—think the 
human face divine the nobleſt ornament 
of nature, and that a group of happy . 
figures is an embelliſhment even to =o 5 


5 wood, on the banks of the river A, 
where we have oft together ſtrayed—= _ 
Dear, dear! how I wiſh that © the gods © 
had made me poetical!” but as that is 
not the caſe, I can only pray in humble 
proſe, again and again, and a thouſand 7 


C like a worm in the bud, preys on th * 
damaſk cheek, and is almoſt as fatal 
an enemy to the e as WR it- 

| felf. | 


fame gratification, and I am not totally 


| 
| 
long: the kind, the unceaſing promoter | 


ſo perverſe as to deny you an indulgence 
which cannot affect his own peace; for 
in this retired ſituation, how can vou 


Yeſterday we 1 hand: a concert in "A | 


times again, to be indulged with the _ 


devoid of hope that I ſhall be ſo ere 
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of my pleaſure has made an application 5 
to your father, which I truſt he will not 
be able to reſiſt. He ſurely will not be 
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poſſibly be more obnoxious to the jea- 
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E or a nurſery in the country? As for 
E 8 | 5 the interruption in your education, 
it cannot ſerve for a pretence, for if 
that is not perfectly completed, after 
ten years cloſe attention to its different 


e I think I may venture to pro- 


nounce, it never will be fo. Noll 
have carefully canvaſſed every 'caprice 
which might poſſibly form an obſtacle 
to our ſucceſs; and ſee not the ſlighteſt 
cauſe for apprehenſion. I ſhall there- 
e, before the expiration of another 
month, confidently expect to ſalute that 
dear friend who alone can ſhare with 
the beloved inhabitants of this favoured 
manſion the affe@ionate heart of ter 


eee 


: SOR vive my maternal regards to all FE 
my good children, and aſſure the bad 
: I .nes of my pious wiſhes for their amend- 
ment: nor negle& to keep alive the re- 
me ene of me in the minds of at 5 


Nags late companions. 5 
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een longer. 


often want. 


lified to anſwer: I did not think the 
names of people, with whom you are 


the requeſt, - 


About a e to the OD. reſide Mr. 

, 3 Mrs. Smith, a worthy and venera- 
ble pair, more eminent for their good 
deeds than any rank they hold in for- 


. tune's calendar, though the latter is the 


lter to the late, and aunt of the preſent, 
Sir Charles Stanley: their daughter, who 


* to As abou Ny years of age, 
„ inherits 
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What am 1 to do? Teach me to hw | 

1 like yourſelf; impart 
to me a portion of your fortitude : yet 
far be it from me to rob you of any of 
thoſe ſupports, which 1 fear you will too 


You aſk many. more queſtions con- 
cerning our neighbours, than I am qua- 


not perſonally acquainted, could be pro- 
ductive of any entertainment, or, as far 
as I was able, 1 Aden have 9 
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inlierits the virtues of her parents: 1 


cannot ſay. ſhe is particularly endowed 
with perfonal charms, but that defect is 
in my opinion amply compenſated by 
good ſenſe, good humour, a ſweet voice, 
and no ſmall degree of excellence in my 
favourite art: ſhe allo: HEE me her 


brother, who is a phyſician at M——, 


Is * attached to the charms of 


Not far from thence is a ach 


ſeat, belonging to an antient family of 


the name of Melford ; of which there 
now only remain a bachelor and two 
old maids.; the former Lhave not parti- | 
cularly remarked ; the latter ſeem to be 
good fort of people, but with dreſs and 
addreſs formal, preciſe, and perfectly 


conformable to the common charac- 
teriſtics: of the reſpeQable ſiſterhood. 


Three miles to the left is the ſuperb 
manſion of Sir Richard Kitely, a Nim- 
rod of the moſt extenſive fame, to which 


1 every farmer around can bear a lamenta- 
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5 ble teſtimony. 15555 * l an * 8 
ſet he ſcours the country with his re- 


5 doubtable compeers; from ſun-ſet till 
5 | morning, he. ſwears, - roars forth the 


cCeoarſeſt ribaldry, and at length drinks 
© Himſelf into a ſtate of beaſtly inſenſibi- 
üty: his hall is decorated with the tro- 
pPhies of his proweſs; whilſt his charm. - 
ing wife, a jewel deplorably miſplaced, 
whoſe gentle virtues win the admiration 
of every heart but her huſband's, is to- 


tally neglected for the more congenial 


ſociety of his fellow brutes. What folly . 
it is to marry! - Heaven ſhield me from 
ſo imprudent an enterprize ! Who, that 
beholds the rational enjoyments of the 
loved miſtreſs of this calm abode, would 
madly barter ſo many uninterrupted com- 

_ forts, for a certain and unlimited ſubjec- 
tion to unknown caprice ? Poſitively, 
Fulia, it is my fixed determination to 
live ſingle; and if you are as wiſe a as 1 
f Wy, you will do the ſame. Fj SAT BEL 


_ — 8 — 
2 r —— 
"4 I — — — 
— — ner — : 
—— 1 I * — 2 — —— —— 
= — — 4 — 1 —— Þ 5 . — 
<_— — —— — 58 2 * l 2 7 
— Vt er — "gs 2 — pg SER 2 ——— 250 —— 
- a 0 2 —.. K— ˖——— — —ẽ OO AND ain DN — — 2 - — — — —— 3 
ä — — — > 8 F ˙ſü—TT—. 8 =; ET W _ 75 - . 4 - — = 3 — * * 
N — 00ers oat _—_— R 2 S - . N - . — 2 — 2 - k — — r =; 2 
* — — — rar N jos = pry A * uns 9 — — - > er, -_ = ” \ — — — — —— 
5 — * = an . — * — n 8 pane — * 2 ——ů ee — — — _ — — * : > - = — 5 * o 
— * 2 Md d — 7 ” _s * —_ _ — — . . 4 — wy —— — 2 _ - = 0 — — > — 
£ 2 - * 8 — —— — ESL = 
—— * 


IIS — : p I 5 — 
— >" = — D — EI ee” — * - 2 8 2 5 —— = — — — 
- — MT” Sz : 2 — — = : CT = . EE — 2 — — — — 


s a - 
== a 8 ; x - 4 n * * 3 0 < 
P 7 — 2 * N 


8 


muſt be delivered before our return, ſo 


» 


„my dear girl.—We are not to 


expect the gra 


or I ſhould not at this moment be com- 
LETTER 


* 


by 


and the letter-ba 


108 


fication of all our wiſhes, 


pon my liſt is Courtley 


( 
ti 


* 


gn myſelf, your diſappointed 


* 


Manor— but the ladies call on me to at- 


The next u 


73 


tend them in a walk, 
friend, 


farewel 
pelled to ſi 
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LETTER XX. 


FROM THE SAME 


To. 


Paw 5 is . 1 


thing in nature did not think you ſo 


_ abſurd—Pcor Julia! you will foon be- 
come the victim of your own ſophiſtry; A 
the little tyrant plays off his moſt ſuc- 


ceſsful artillery againft his beſt friends : 


for my part, I am vefled inꝰa coat of mail 


capable of turning the ſharpeſt arrow 


in his quiver. The tender paſſion is 
very ornamental to a novel or a ro- 
mance, and many a briny tear has tric- 
A down * woeediſtorted cheek, the 

_  _refiſtleſs 


— 


REP, COW 

5 reſiſtleſs tribute of a moving ſcene in a 
woellinvented love-tale, but I will never 

be the heroine of one, I promiſe you. 
My nurſe is juſt come from B-—, 
on purpoſe to ſee me: and it is ſixty 
miles from hence at leaſt. Is it not 
very affectionate of the good creature? 
She has brought her daughter with her 

too, which Lam glad of; for I am ſure 
1 ſhall like her prodigiouſſy, becauſe ſhe 

is all life and ſpirits. 

A Laſt night my dear Mamma 0 can- 
| not uſe a leſs tender epithet) gave a bal! 
in celebration of my return from ſchool, 
and all the neighbouring families were 
inwited- . 19 
It is the general ce I find, X 
private aſſemblies, to change partners 
after every ſecond. dance; and your 
humble ſervant, being the queen of the _ 
gala, was firſt honoured with the hand 
of the gay and faſhionable Charles Court- 

tey, whois literally a ſweet creature, or 

the effluvia of eau de luce, eau de mille 
.F BT fleure, L 


—- fleure, poudre ala Moraes; and po- 


made de bergamot, are laviſhed in vain: 


he is the very quinteſſence of bon 


ton; his good- breeding ſignalizes elf 
in every geſture; though it is of ſuch a 
nature, that I proteſl, ignorant as I am 


of life, had he not been an inhabitant 


of Courtley Manor, and a Lord's ſon, 1 


= ſhould mo mliaken i it for the very 8 
verſe. fu 


1 to 1 whh 1 * 


Kled- to ſo unworthy a partner, and 
overcome with ennui, which he Was too 


N 
n 
n 


polite either to conquer or diſguiſe, he 
dawdled down the room, neither dancing 
nor walking; but in a ſort of ſhuffling 

' Rep between both; elegantly inattentive 
F to'all, but moſt Wee ly ſo te e; 
5 to account for which I think it neceſlary 


to remind you, as an excuſe for the gen- 


tleman, that the charms of your Selima 
_ , were ſomewhat. eclipſed at that time by 
the diſadvantageous naiuete of a firſt 5 
appearance ſhall do ſome execution 


you 


„ 3 . ; pb * Fay : of 
4 $3 4 
y | # #8 "Ht 7 2 * . 
| >. 7 W j 
LN you wilt ſe 


— 


but as for ſuch a heart a8 


Courtley's,. it is not. worth. the trouble | 
* An attack. we r | {#7 


From the e infpidiey us. a 


Sina girl, he was: happily relieved by 


the graceful eaſe and unreſtrained viva- 
city of a Court belle, now, an a viſit 
it: the Manon cy, oof gt 5 
Lady Belinda Lawrence. is. a + finiſhed 


eoquette; and, if 1 have ingenuity 
enough to read a date in a counte- 


nance, where every art has been eflayed 
irty and 
forty years of age: under the enliven- 
ing influence of her ſuperior graces, my 


to render it inviſible, betwe 


poor, indolent Adonis, became reani, 
mated, diſplayed, the excellence of Le”, 
| Veltrls, talked loud in half-ſentences, 
and ſtared thoſe out of countenance 
who were leaſt accuſtomed to this ſpe- 
cies of politeneſs, to which claſs your 
ſimple friend had the misfortune to be- 
long. In ſhort, this noble pair were a 
moſt provoking check on the pleaſure of 
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the bas, For my part, I think if | 
high rank precludes the exerciſe of ci. 
vility, it ſhould be voted a general nu- 
ſance, confined to its own circle, and 
not ſuffered to interrupt the enjoyments 
of the more humble, and, if I may 
form a judgment by this ſpecimen, the 


far more . pare” of the com- 


25M . 5 

Mrs. Leſlie fays. it is very anjuſt to 

eſtabliſn an opinion of a multitude on 
the conduct of an individual; that good 


and evil arg pretty equally diſtributed, 


and pervade indiſcriminately the boſom 

of the beggar and the Prince... 
The honour of my hand was next fo- 
;  eited by the amiable Dr. Smith, who. 
is indeed of a different order of beings 
from its former -poſſefſor—much hand- 


ſomer though in a plain coat, and in. 


| finitely more agreeable, though not ſuf. 

—  - ficiently well-bred to be impertinent: 
when he was called on in his turn to 3 
5 reſigu a prize with which I aſſure you ; 
=o COL es 'Þ 


he ſeemed perfectly contented (you know. 
T am not at all vain) I grumbled in my 
| heart at a point of ceremony which fo 
ſoon deprived me of ſo entertaining a 
companion. . j 
My next enflaver was the grave and 
formal Richard Melford, Eſq. who very 
judiciouſſy adapted his converſation to 
the temper of a girl of eighteen, by 
_ railing with furious, and, I hope, un- 
deſerved, acrimony againſt the follies of 
| the preſent age, contemned dancing as 
| = mn indelicate amuſement, thought young 
people were too often in public, ſtrongly 
recommended the example of his grand. - 
mother, many of whoſe wholeſome max 
ims he kindly repeated for my edi fie. 
tion, and hoped to ſee the odious al. 
lurements of the preſent faſhion give e 
palace to the decent cap and coif of his 
revered progenitor. His ſtep and att: ̃ 
FF, tude being as antique as his ſentiments, _ 
and drawing upon him the eyes of the 
whole company, you may ſuppoſe I re. 


Fl 


e oh eee honour which 
he had conferred upon me without re- 
luckance; though my dernier reſort was 
3 7 poor epitome of the affected airs * 
the honourable Charles Courtley, in 
wWuhoſe family his father, by the ſervices 
olf his ſtewardſhip, has amaſſed a for- 
tune, built a fine houſe by the park- 
3 gates, ang: imitates the NOIR: of bas 
| | 1 x F | 
| rs. Aubrey * lis Lelie bene 95 
hang | ez in the dance, and ſeemed 
to enjoy the gaiety of the evening with 
0 ſpirit, which even added to my own: 
we kept it up till two - o'clock. in the- 2 


orning,:and the whole conclu 


Country Buwpkia and Sir Roger de e 
0 4, oj 855 1 
Ik̃᷑ be flame for giving balls, fo agrees. 
5 bs enkindled at Heathcott, is likely to 
be kept alive, I think; for on the 20th, 
the lame party is to meet at Courtley 
Manor, but I cannot ſay I-look forward 
_ 0 to Shak Oy with any extraordinary im. 


. 4, Patience; 
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follows the. lefs brilliant, though more 
ſocial charms of Oatley farm ; where the 


captivating doctor, and his amiable ſiſter, - 
are preſidents of the feaſt, can it fail of 


that refined conviviality which the com- 


bination of chearfulneſs, ſenſe and good 
humour, are beſt calculated to inſpire? 


A 35 What a quantity of nothing am I im- 


poſing upon you! but I will not add to 


my offence by apologies, which a pleaſant 
and learned authoreſs has juſtly obſeryed, 
are as impertinent at the concluſion of 
tedious epiſtle, as curtſies on leaving a 


room when the viſit has been too long 


already. 80 without more ne 
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Selima rejoice in the felicity of her 


friend? Ah, no! my own, with all the 
eager” promptitude of confidential love, 

riſes in my breaſt to reprimand the query: 
The wiſhed, but unexpected, day at 


erg arrives. Suddenly emancipared: 
from an impriſonment. to which La 
no end—l tread. on air. 


By what propitious turn of renne 
: * releaſe has. been effected, I am en- 


| tirely ignorant; but my good genius at 


IN EED I bid the ſympathetic heart of 


IT ve "4 
= GO laſt prevails, and 1 will not infult her 
FHuindneſs by inquiſitively prying into the 
means ſhe condeſcends to hon, 84d th in my, 
| favour. 
Even you, my Hend, were never Half 


To happy as I am—for to have known my 

pleaſure you muſt have felt my pain; the 
pain, the anguiſh of being negleQted— _ 

but it is over—I yet fhall find a father. 
Now conſtantly preſent to his eye, and 


ſtudiouſly aſſiduous to pleaſe, ſome natu- 


Will ſurely revive, and I at laſt become a 
part of his divided cares. My ſtep-mo- 


ther, J am told, though young, beautiful 
and vain, is cheerful\and good-humour- 


bY | "8 ed; and I cannot help cheriſhing a degree 


of hope, that by conforming entirely to 
her diſpoſition, I may work a paſſage to 


her heart: I will indulge the weak, 


"> favour of my governels, ſhall be wholly 


> devoted | 


ral ſpark of parental tenderneſs for me 


though innocent, love of admiration, 
which is the leading foible of her mind: 
that ingenuity, which obtained me the 
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| devoted to. her ſervice: my time ſha | | 
be employed i in contriving becoming or- 


| naments for her perſon; and I Will 


teach my own pride to content itſelf in 
the gratification of hers. 

I received your 5 letter, but 
cannot anſwer it at preſent. My hands, # 
"WF head, and every faculty of my mind, 
are ſo engroſſed, that could any thing 
on earth intercept ſo intereſting an ob- 
er from my thoughts, I ſhould not at 
this moment remember even the ſacred 
claim of friendſhip upon the faithful 
_ heart of your. N 
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MISS WESTBURNE. 
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- Ears Atuce take you, Selma, you 


have a ſecond time ſullied the brilliancy 
of my eyes, and deſtroyed their power; 


pet it was not your fault, I confeſs, that 


your letter, fraught with good tidings, 


tranſported me beyond my reaſon, that 
it arrived when 1 was arming for exe. 


cution, and that my fooliſh eyes wept 


for the gladneſs of my heart —envious 
toads-I could have rubbed. them out of 


the ſockets. 80 you ſee I wholly acquit 
you of the 1 intention, and will generouſly 


Funck you the deed, provided your ac- 


quiſitions 
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tion, or its teſtimonies. 


Vou, perhaps, will term ſuch an ap- 

prehenſion premature, and unworthy of 
the ſincerity of your regard; but I, who 
take a pride in treaſuring the wholeſome 
_ precepts of ſeniority, have been often 
told, that it is eaſier to prevent than re- 
— medy an evil, and am therefore only 

acting in conformity with the diftates f 


99 of prudence and experience. 


Four pretty Mamma, if her mind * 
as well decorated as her perſon, but two 
| years older than yourſelf, will ſoon be. 
ſenſible of the value of your ſociety, the 
advantages will be mutual: poor Selima, 
Who uſed to conſole your griefs, will 


now be regarded as an intruder on your 


ON Ve 9,7 remain, 


quiions of felicity make no 3 en- 

croachments on mine, provided that my 
weekly. remittances are duly ſigned, 
ſealed, and delivered, as uſual, and that 
I perceive no diminution in your affec- 


— 


ie and ſhoved off to a corner of vour 
VA heart, where the muſt be contented to 


; ; 0 ay ö th 
: ein; in, perhapy-nay, do not "Orr 
AA will ſay no:more---but I muſt tremble 


for the event. Vet ſeriouſly, my dear 
girl, I do rejoice, moſt feelingly rejoice, 


in the late accompliſhment of your ar- 


dent wiſhes, and pray moſt fervently, 
that the ſable tinges of the former part 
of your life may be totally done 10 
by the brighter colours of the future. 


The ball is over, and I will never 
more ſuffer my imagination to take the 
outline of a character from tranſient ob- 


ſervation: Charles Courtly is really a 
diverting creature; there is ſomething 
ſo whimſical in his affectation, that it 

is more laughable. than diſguſting : his 
father is a very worthy, agreeable man, | 


and her ladyſhip ſeems to be one of the _ 
beſt women in the world: but to return 


to the beaux, who you will allow are 


the ſummum bonum of an aſſembly. 
Tha bex ieh ing doctor was not theres: 


and the numberleſs agremens of his con- 
verſation 1 not t eaſily Tupplied, yet 


there 
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105 4 were Some new faces not amis - = 
and 1 began the evening with the niceſt 
partner in the room, Orlando Courtley, 
a2 ſine lively boy, about ſeventeen, ſen. 
ſible, artlefs, and engaging,” though 
on I was ſomewhat vexed when we 
Vere introduced to each other as pro- 
. partners; but my chagrin ſoon wore | 
93 away, and I objected ſtrenuouſly to a 45 
- change, which was to deprive me of my + || - ' 
ſi 


pretty little flirt: but the/univerfal rail. 
lery, excited by ſuch a declaration of par- 
ft.uality, which was very inconſideratel7ß 
made, overſpread my face with bluſhes, 9. 
and, to diſarm the wit diſplayed at'imy. | 2 
expence, I was glad to give my hand to 1 
à . gay lord, who ĩs a viſitor at the manor; 1 
he expected excellent ſport, no doubt, al 
3 from the mauvaiſe' honte of 4 . ”. H. 6 
Which however he was diſappointed, for Fl 
Is too ereſs at that moment to be = 0” 
= ſue epiſh, but he underſtood the anatomy Ko. 
= of: the female geh 1 adn 


. 


1 4 $7066 40 % NG 
. ; 4. wy . 


the ſubtle doſe of Mer fo — 


2 I was ſoon reſtored to good humour. 


Lord Hazleford is the brother of Lady 


Belinda Lawrence; his perſon is tall and 
well formed, his countenance animated, 
and his figure graceful; but when a de- 
paraved mind and diſſolute manners are 


united to ſuch outward accompliſhments, 
every impulſe of admiration is ſuppreſſed, 


and they only ferve to render their at- 


tendant vices more deplorable Sat leaſt 
| ſuch were my ſentiments on finding that 
aà married man had dared to inſult me 


with the declaration on Aa peilen paſ- 


RO 
cc Married! hi cried I, when his "THY 
Courtley gave me the information— 


« e ene reli © Impoſſible!” repeated 


he, © why fo, pray !—1s there any thing 
incredible in ſo common an event? 
„ No; but he does mr un mw 
enough for a married man.“ 

{VE Ha, ha, ha! that is very MT 
upon my ſoul—an admirable picture, 
Vor. wn 8 "wp — 
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1 122 T Eros 
Egad—ſo when once the cle 
vow. has been pronounced, a poor de- 


vil i is never to ſmile again, but his coun- 
tenance muſt become a woeful index 


of. the deſpair and repentance, which a 
are the general concomitants of the | 
holy . re 
Nay, 1 did not mean . bis ſhould = --% 
look melancholy—1 any thought”: ... | ge 
Aye, now do tell me what yum | © 
thought—I ſhould like of all things to * yg 
hear your definition- of the duties of „ 
matrimony.” p; .) I 0 at 
ee That you never dll; 1 8 you „ 
it is a ſubject I do not underſtand.” Fa 
Why you, perverſe: little mortal ! 3 „ os 
Who would think The ſpirit of contra = 2 
diction could fo ſoon eſtabliſh itſelf in, but 
the female heart! before you knew my un 
WR gratification was concerned, you were - 0 
giving your opinion without reſtraint, 7 Heb 
and now but I will be even with ou | tion 
depend upon it, and ſhall, interpret a pe 
your ſentiments as I pleaſe. In the \hare 
BE N. 


Mate 5 ab 123 ) 


fiſts pace you would ſay, I ſuppoſe, 
that a man ought not to make love to 
one Ry" When nes is married to 
another, 7119-1 275: 52 
I was. not or going e to an 0 indeed,” ” 
returned I. 
. Perkins not“ ſaid: he, FM « for ladies 
do not always ſpeak what they think.” 
„ The ladies are vaſtiy y l to 
; you -upon/ my word, y 
„ Then ſhall I Nele bat your 
diſpoſition is of a more 8 caſt, 
and that you would generouſly OO: 
the man honoured with your hand in 


the innocent liberties of flirtation.” _ li 

What a teazing mortal you are! il 

bur I will not fay another word on o kl 
unintereſting a topic.” 9 0 0 AA 
„ You are a little hypocrite, Lk (RAY 
lieve, but you ſhall anſwer me one queſ Wo. N 1 
tion more, I am determined. Suppoſe 7 7 nl Wl: 1 


a poor fellow ſhackled to a woman he = 
hates, would you not excuſe his trifling . i 
| Uttle with the miſtreſs ol his heart? _ | A i 
„ Unleſs Ut i 


1 given ny: conſideration,” 520 


cm). 


OP Valeſs you could e with 

an apology for what you deem his mis- 

fortune, I know not where to find one 

| wah can extenuate his fault..“ 

Tou read: novels, I * N 

cc Not often.“ OP 17 1 „ 

From them you . ir 1 35 

tink imbibed theſe romantic notions of 
mutual love and everlaſting conſtancy.” 

d An inference you will allow, highly 

5 eee of the e iT! dice | 

ſume.“ 0 ; 

MT, Ma.” e te wiki a. 

they do not repreſent the world as it is,” 
e But as it ought to be, which 1 

think is a much greater merit, unleſs 
it abounded i in be ter ae ! 

wy lineate. 1 

Then you vill, not 8 any 

excuſe whatever for matrimony, . 

6 out the concurrence of th heart??? + 

| .« None that 1 can form a ens: * OS 

but it is a ſubject to which L have not | to 


©. 


ce 7 | ; ay 


f { 


18 
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( 
For! inſtince, what muſt a poor 


fellow do, if the women will not let 


him alone, -and the dear erlaver of his 
- affe@ions is almoſt the val one inac- 


| eeſſibleto his hopes?“ 


© That indeed is an Atte ik. 


feulty” ſaid I, laughing; © and as the 
_ eaſe muft be unprecedented, I fear 
there is ng remedy provided for the 
diſeaſe: pray, are you the {ropes ſo 


4 ſingularly afflicted? ? 
nn 1 faid he, wichi a ſigh, you- 
1 e not half—* I could a tale unfold' 


but it muſt be reſerved for another ; 


opportunity, Heavens!” then ex- 


claimed he, turning: to lady Belinda, 


. 


bo fat on his right hand, and of 
whom he had taken very little notice 


for ſome time, whilſt ſhe was fanning. 
herſelf violently, and exhibitin — | many” 


marks of diſcompoſure, What is 


the matter, is your ladyſhip ill?“ 


The heat,” replied the, is ſo in- 
5 wolerable, there is no exiſting; you 


13 Loah muſt. 


© 425 0 


muſt ah me to the other. end of abe 
; room, or I ſhall abſolutely expire.” 
356 You look ſo pale, you terrify me, 
Wal I ring: for: ſome ſal. volatile; or 


bad you not better retire g'! "4 M99 - 
"£0 Lard, no, 1 am not al; 1 am m only jb 
ehingior wank gi air ef hit acti 


I was now left to "8 more edifying, i 
* perhaps, though leſs lively, converſa- 
tion of Mrs. Margaret Melford, who 
fat on the other fide ; but this: rational 
_ enjoyment was ſoon threatened with. 1 
moſt diſagreeable interruption by the 
appearance of Lord Hazleford advanc- 
ing from the other corner of the rm, 
for whoſe character I had ſo. lately con- 
ceived an inſuperable contempt, and 
Vhoſe diſcrediting attention I Was from 
1 that moment determined to avoid. The 
1 company of Orlando, therefore, Who 
jumped opportunely into the vacant 
ſeat which his brother had left, was 
— peculiarly. L at chat inſtant, be 


3 1 


* 


| „ bn 
1 ben he exclaimed with an air r of 0 


honeſt ſatisfaction, 


How glad I am that I n at laft 


ound an opportunity to. fit by you 1 


Indeed, ſaid I, * then pray take 
care not to loſe it again, by reſigning 


your chair to any one;” Why,“ 
interrogated the arch rogue, would 
you really rather talk to me than my 
brother or Lord Hazleford >, 
His lordſhip joining us, ſaved ine 
the taſk of a reply'to ſo odd a queſtion. 


Tour humble ſervant, Sir,“ ſaid ' 


4 8 Come, come, my young gentle. 
man, I muſt take the liberty to change 
2 places with you; it is rather too ſoon 
=” for, you to expect to monopolize the 
ſmiles of the ladies - you mult not pre- 
tend to uſurp the eee of 2 
Feine 
Nor ren you, my d! as 2 
: married man, encroach on the prero- 


rogatives of thoſe. who are ſingle—my 


5 privileges my be ſomewhat antedated, 


G 7 but 


Taps ) 


"hoes yours 1 think, are blotted out for 
ever,” „ 

I was quite 1 ie 5 bit 
'of my little champion, and his oppo- 
nent, equally ſenſible. of the force of 
the retort, did not wiſh to provoke a 
ſecond, he therefore contented Ban 
with ſome inſignificant chit-chat at the 
back of my chair, till Courtley, eſs 


caping from . captivity, called him to 
. attend his partner to her coach, and 
without any ceremony towards his 


e a e reſumed his ſeat at 
1 © Where: "OY you An Pending 


linda?” demanded 1; . Dying, i ſup- 
| poſe,” he replied, © either with the 


heat of the room, or the n 
r being deſerted,” | 


% Upon my word” od I, ec. yo ur 


humility and humanity are ſo 3 
balanced, I know not which TOAD. 


che une encomium.“ 1 


e. os „ „ 


— 


n 


cm). 
„ To tell you che truth“ reſumed 


he, „ for I wiſh to have ſome ſerious 


5 venverflivion with you, I am afraid of 


carrying. on the farce too far, and be- 


coming the dupe of my own raillery. 
Lady Belinda Lawrence has been in- 


duſtriouſly thrown in my way as a bait 
to decoy me into the trap of matri- 
mony, and I, with a view to my own 
_ revenge, have humoured the deſign: 
but why ſhould 1 talk of à trivial, a 
tranſient evil, when 1 want to impart 
to you the true ſituation of my heart; 
and for the firſt time endeavour to 
ö paint an affliction which has lain deep 


. in the very centre of 10 ſoul?“ 
80 deep,“ ſaid I, 
ruffle the ſurface in the leaſt degree.” 


8 1%. No, “ returned he with a ſigh, te” 
a hy anguiſh is not of a nature to 


float upon the ſurface: indeed, my 


believe me or not, 


© that it does not 


dear Miſs Worthy, whether” fag will 1 


"mr of bop eee! 1 avs, 


* * * 
— — — 9 3 
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«1 have that within, which paſſeth bew, 42 
« And ſcorns the trappings and the ſuits of woe, 


rejoined your humble ſervant, more 


inclined 0 laugh at than to Pity nag 5 
1 confeſs. 0 


% Nay, if you Javed,” f aid * 1 


bf; ao; have done, I will ſtill 


bury my grief in oblivion: I thought 
I diſcovered in the little arguments, 
which have paſſed between us, ſenti- 
ments congenial with my own, tender- 
neſs to compaſionate.; and Jul eent to - 
direct. „ 353 
0 1 you. : are n . h 1 
can be ſo too, but gravity ſits ſo. un · 
naturally upon you, that you muſt ex- 
cuſe my miſtaking it for a counterfeit.” . 
He then informed me he was under 
the dominion of an hopeleſs paſſion, 


which he had ſtruggled in vain to ver- 
come; that his friends urged him to 

marry on all ſides, and that he had 
ſometimes, even himſelf, meditated 
ſuch a gaerifce; but the women of 
PT their 


„ „ 
Ibbeir choice had been fo repugnant to 
bis, together with the contrary bent of 
. his inclinations, that he had hitherto 
been preſerved from the moſt curſed 
fate that man is heir to, to uſe his 
o.] ee om HEAP 7 
ce And now, thank God; 2 ſaid he, 
e F am fortified againſt their machina- 
tions. Heavens bleſs your $99 4 . 
it ſeemed to me the voice of inſpira- 
tion, when you dectared that cg unten 
of hearts alone“ - 1 

c Is the object of your raffeetions,! 
1 We 7% unworthy of 1 re- 
gard Poon?” 

. Ah} my [friend l you nelle me, 
of whom you ſpeak” — eh 
0 I; rank or Grote, hin his ob- 
1 ſacle to your wiſhes ?” ? | 
Would to God they were the nl : 
0 birne to my happineſs! "You ſhall 
allow me ſome merit, my dear Miſs . 

Worthy, when I whiſper i in your. ear; . 
under the cloſeſt ſeal of ſecrecy, that 
7 . the 


"7, 132 7 | | 
wert innocent and . deſtroyer | . 
of my e e is at than « moment in * 5 
room.“ 14 
0 In the. room py reiterated I, , wb 5 

ſome (urprize.. & 24.8 166 

Tell me,” > . « 1 
muſt a man do, who doats with an un- 5 
governable diſtraftion on the viſe of 5 
another??? © 
Labour molt indefarigably to con- Th 
quer ſo improper an attachment.” 

e Ahl faid he“ you know not 

1 b 1 have ſtruggled againſt the un- : 

happy impulſe of my heart.“ 
e Ply then,” cried I, « en an ob- a 
ect ſo deſtructiye to your peace, and 
dangerous to your principles. —At thae 
moment the lovely Lady Kitely, who 
was my Chaperonne, tapped my ſhoul- 
der, reminding me of the lateneſs 
of the hour. Courtley turned ſfud- 
denly round, and all that was leſt 
unexplained « of the ſtate of his retro 
2 5 


4s 133 * A 


w__ afeions, was e daines 5 
ated on his countenance ;/ but with ad- 
mirable command over himſelf, for 
which. I think him truly reſpectable, 


| he-reſumed the general gaiety of his 
manner, led us ent che an 


and took his leave; 


7 . 54 morning I received from kim 
a copy of verſes, in the cover aha which, 


x 


£ "were the following lines 


c A word to the wiſe, you . is 


enough, and I-think: the reſolution I 
have formed to follow your advice, 
gives me ſame claim to that epithet; I 
| have already paved the way for my de- 

parture; an intention ſo unexpectedly 

announced met many obſtacles, but 


they are overcome. In a few weeks I 


hope to be more honourably engaged 
chan in fighing for the wife of my 
neighbour, and that you, in the full | 
poſſeſſion of pleaſure, peace, and com- 


fort, will now and then exult in the 
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d noe work you have wrought in favour 
of 2 05 ever- grateful friend, 531 
y ' "CHARLES COUR ae 

And now I am ready to beat myſelf 15 
5 we taking up the character of a moni- 
treſs, and being ſo liberal of my ad- 
vice. Should any accident happen to 
him, + ſhould conſider myſelf as acceſ 
ſary to the event; this it is to be wiſe 
in one's own conceit; what ſhall. I do? 
| nay -TÞ:can: do nothing, but truſt that 
Providence is too merciful : to. puniſh 
my indiſcretion. What bufinefs'had 1 
to give advice d experience they ſay 
teacheth, and I will take care ſo far to 
Profit by her inſtructions as never more 
to be ſo laviſn of a treaſure I am my- 
ſelf ſo much in want of. Yet, indeed, 
I pitiy the poor exile, independent of 
the imprudent part I have taken in the 
affair, and my compaſſion is the tribute 
of his deſerts; it is the common effu- 
fon of humanity to wiſh happineſa to N 
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all, but ſurely moſt to thoſe who moſt 


* 


* 


« 
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: 


_ deſerve it. 


ry 


Adieu, my dear Julia, I ſhall ever 


remain your faithful friend Selima, 
though, indeed, I often feel aſhamed 


to add the name 


>} 1 


x 
— — 


WORTHY, 


by — 
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FEAR not the encroachments of feli- 
city on my heart, did my miſery alone 
form the cement of gur friendſhip, I- 
have but too much feaſon to believe it 
never would be diſſolved. Lady Alicia 
Weſtburne is too much a votary to 
faſhion to court the affections of 2 
child, but you ſhall make your own. 
comments on my ſituation, . 5 
To begin from that moment of ex- 
ultstion, which vaniſhed as ſuddenly 
as it appeared; in my travelling com- 
Panion, 1 ſound a vulgar French wo- 


man, 


Ne : 
. — 

N 

* 
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man, dirty, gaudy; and NUttant, hind; 
I conclude, without any attention to 
character or recommendation, for the 


3 governante of a girl of nineteen; this 
beginning of my hiſtory, you will ſay, 


| Preſenzs: no very flattering auſpices of 
the future, yet ſtill the cherub Hope 
kept her ſtation in my breaſt, ſuſtained 
my drooping ſpirits, and as whatever 


is leaſt known appears moſt wonderful, 


ſo home was ſtill the wiſhed-for haven, : 
where the weeds of diſcontent could 
never grow. But, alas! where were all 


the fairy forms of my imagination, when 


no gates flew open at my approach, no 
tender parent, in anxious expectation 
of his only child, caught me in his 
arms, but after alighting at the back 
entrance, Selima, how my heart bleeds 


at the recital, I was conducted to the 


nurſery, where, indeed, all the imple- 
ments of infancy were careſully placed 


in gran againſt dhe! return of their miſ- 


treſs. | 
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welt Well, I wept/ not-1 füid no- 
thing and when dinner was ſerved 
up, I even endeavoured to partake of 


it. But, during the melancholy re- 


paſt, I heard a voice in the gallery, 

which I ſhould not have known for my 
father's had it not been the tone of a 
maſter ſpeaking to his ſervants. How 
I trembled, and burſt into tears on his 
entrance: Contending emotions per- 


formed what mere unmixed affliction | 
| had fai ed to a accompliſn he { cemed 355 


ſoftened, yet I. thought his welcome a 
cold one, and when he added to his ſa- 

lutation, a hope that -Iwould'be a good 
girl, and -obey the commands of. my 
governeſs, I know, not how I tottered 

to my chair, I felt almoſt petrified, my 
eyes refuſed to yield another drop of 
conſolation, and my heart grew dead 
within me, though I did ſtammer out 
ſomething of a wiſh to make his will 
3 rule a conduct, 


0 239 * 
That ia very prettily lady. 1 re- 


, 8 he, *© but I cannot ſtay now, 1 ET, 


expect company to dinner, and it is 
time to dreſs, to- morrow I will intro- 
duee you to my lady, but I doubt ſhe 
will ſpoil you, Julia, ſlie is the moſt 
indulgent creature in the world..“ 
I bowed ſilently, and he retired. © 
In the evening the old W eee 72 
who lived here in the life-time of my 
mother, and ſtill happily retains her 
conſequence in the family, came to 
pay her reſpects to the only relick of 
her regretted miſtreſs, of whom ſhe. 
fancied ſhe: retraced à ſtrong reſem- 
blance in the features of her daughter, 
and in this good woman only I hope to 
find, a friend beneath my father's roof. 
The next day, about noon, I was ad- 
Mitte into my lady's dreſſing- room, 
where ſhe; ſat lolling, in an elegant 
diſhabi le, at breakfaſt, with a ſquirrel 
on her lap. and a monkey by her, fide. 
* appearance ſhe exclaimed, 
aN OED WE. 


TW) 


* What, a monſter I? ſurveying We, | 
with her. glaſs, from h d to foot, then : 
addrefling herſelf ro my father, ſaid, 

A am ſure; Mr. Weſtburnez this great . 


. gu is older than you faid ſhe was.“ 


tradict my father's aſſertion, 


This reception, ungracious as it ae 
grieved more than it ſurprized me, and 
1 - ET theſear a dame bed 
for m 5311. . W 11 S248 
x0 Indead;: my ear,” + Was e reply 
to this interrogation, I cannot en- 
actly ſay whether ſhe! was . or 
ſourteen her laſt reh {71 155 ht 
„ Thirteen or fourteen!” cried bet . 
ladyſhip,, with no more than a natural 
aſtoniſnment I conſeſs, : (Of Sixteen ' or 
feventeeh rather, I am perſuaded. 
Pray, Miſs, what do you ſay upon the 
ſubject? what. age raed your N 
yourſelf to beiP*: i 7 
3.066% : always: unduiiſtbod! thas 1 was 
nineteen in Auguſt laſt;“ ſaid 1; with 
much confuſion, being obliged to con- 


« And 


Pg. © an”) 


e And give me leave to > a" you, | 
| Madam,” cried he, darting at me a fu-. 


rious glance, © who. has had the im- 
pertinence to inform you ſo? do 1 look 
like the father of a girl of nineteen?” 


« For mercy's ſake do not ſtorm Ki 
What pleaſure can you poſſibly derive 
from harraſſing my weak ſpirits, and 
diſordering my nerves ? I know, who- 
ever is in fault, IL am always the ſuf- 
ſerer: * ſaid her We in a ene, 


ing voice. | 
3 cc. Nay, my. at ſaid my 3 


« I Would not diſtreſs you for the 


"world, or the girl deſerves to be pu- 


e her⸗afrance 1 4 
c Pray, child,” renewed Lady Kli 4 


cin affectedly, 0h To you Gore of 
work at ſchool ?“ eli 


1% Pes, on 1 Wn done pen £7 
pieces of different kinds, and have juſt' 
finiſned a work-bag; which ! hope your 


lain: will 1 me the Naa, o 
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= «, Er parlez vous braun vl, Mam- 
le z, | 1101. 451 | 19 e ONES 
© Qui, e Main ei ant 
190 And pray what ſort of Aöaſter 
did the people employ ? Ty: of 
any eminence I imagine.“ 
e were e by Montieur” 
| Du Foy.” $ 
- He ies} I Was N a di of 
Monſieur. Du Foy's. And have you 
learnt to paint amongſt the * of WO. 
accowpliſhments.” 3 20% g. 
„1 have a few is in' ay.” 
porte Feuille; ; perhaps your lady ſhip 
would like to ſee ſome ſpocimens of 
my performance.“ Here you know, 
Selima, was a touch on my weak ſide, 
but my vanity, as it deſerved, "_ 
met with a diſappointment... 
No, no child, 1 time: 1 : 
| have a monſtrous head-ach, and cannot 
be teazed this morning: you may re- 
turn to the nurſery; I will not detain 
5 1 from your ſtudies, beſides I know 
1 | bo 


143 I. 


| how ervel i it is to make you b in _ 15 
| ſo long.” 


"Todeed; e Was Fh 8 in 
keeping. me to witneſs a beautiful per- 


ſon, diſtorted by affectation; however, 7 
I am bleſſed with two charming ſpe⸗ 
cifics for the removal of chagrin, 
my harpfichord and my pencil; the 


former I found in good tune, but to 


| 1 


my repeated mortification, La Villaine 


Peſte ma Gouvernante often calls me. 


from this amuſement, to renew'the al- 
ready much over- acted farce of French 
leſſons, pleading an ia from _ 
which there is a0 appeal. 15 


Wo ene e dn, I hear, . 


nige to attend me: I really ſhall go 
diſtracted if they perſiſt in keeping me 
in leading-ſtrings all my life. In the 
evening, as a gracious effort of con- 
Y deſcenſion, I was called for, by way of 
A, break, into the formidable ennui of 
a conjugal  ?ete-a-tete: my lady was 


ouching the keys of her Piano-forte, ; 
| in 
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i in a yawning way, changing om tune FE 
to tune, before ſhe had played more 
than a bar or two of any: at length, 


however, ſhe Was prevailed upon to. fa- 
vour us with an Italian air, but I can- 


not honeſtiy give much praiſe to her 


execution, or her voice, though 1 think 
both ſuffered greatly by the affected | 
manner which accompanied them. | 

1 then received a command to ex- 


hibit my muſical acquirements, which I 


obeyed without reluctance, ſelecting 
ſuch pieces, you may be ſure, as were 


belt calculated to diſplay them to ad- 
vantage. When I was deſired to fing, 


I' need not inform you, „A roſe from 
her boſom had ſtrayed,” was the ob- 
* of my choice, nor will you wonder 
that I was ſo entirely engroſſed by the 
ſoft notes of this favourite Morceau, 


that I did not obſerve the entrance of 5 


a ſtranger, till it was finiſhed, and my 


ears were faluted by ſuch a torrent of 


compliments, chat F Was quite con- 


! | 1 bh 3 fuſed, 5 


Co by 3 


ft flea; hay bluſhing; roſe precipitately 
from the inſtrument, and retired to the ; 


05 further end of the room; but the gen- 


tleman followed me with his eyes, and . 
fuch a profuſion of encomiums, that, 
unaccuſtomed as I am to the voice of 


flattery, I am ſure I old as n 
as I felt. Op L210 1 


My mother (it | is dera my a1 
to call her ſo) was then earneſtly en- 
treated to take the ſeat which J had 


quitted; but vain were all the ſolieita- 
tions of her adoring huſband, which 


the gentleman, though faintly, united, 
his influence to enforce, © I really 
cannot, I have a monſtrous cold,” ſhe 
drawlingly pronounced, when addreſſ- 


ing herſelf to the latter—but with 


more deciſive peeviſhneſs to my poor 
father, her anſwer was, © I will not 


play Mr. Weſtburne—you know there 
is nothing I.deteſt ſo much as being 


aſked to- do what I do not like.“ 


—. =... A 
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4 On whinh, the ſtranger (far 1 am yet Fg 


eee with his name) again ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to me, and with a moſt 
provoking ardour, as I knew it would 
ſerve only to render me more obnox- 
ious where. I wiſhed to be agreeable, 
preſſed me to reſume an employment 
by which I had already captivated his 
ſoul. The laſt words were conveyed 
in _a,half-whiſper, though not ſo cau- 
| tiouſly but they were oyerheard ; for 
my lady, with more ſpleen than confi- 
deration, cried, O! pray, Ma'am, 
4as the gentleman is captivated, it would 
de barbarous to refuſe.” In ſo odd a 
ſituation 1 knew not what to do- I he- 
ſitated - ſtopt looked firſt at one, and 
then at the other but being almoſt 
forcibly led to my ſeat, I involuntarily 
ſat down, and began to warble the firſt 
ſong I recollected, as well as my con- 
fuſion would permit, though not in ſuch 
a manner as to eaptivate che ſoul } Ter 
| it 


'<C nap | 
it ale! to recover me the favour I bad 


loſt. I roſe the inſtant it was ended; 
and en liſting up my eyes, they e. 


ſuch an ungracious frown from her la- 
dyſhip, as I did not think could have 
uſurped the native harmony of her fea- 
tures: again I retired perſecuted with 
applauſes as before, till my indulgent 
ſtep- mother, with all the attention of 
maternal ſolicitude, biting her lips, and 
exhibiting a perfect emblem of Tt 

grin, ſaid to me, 5 

ce Pray, Ma' am, if 1 may W 

is it not time for you to retire? I did 

not underſtand that it was Mr. Weſt⸗ 
burne's wiſh that his daughter ſnould 

ſo early in life commence the woman 
of the world.“ 

On which, e waiting a ſecond 
| diimiſnon ſimilar to the firſt, I haſtily | 
withdrew, though my new advocate 
Was equally prompt in pleading my 

cauſe; but I was ſoon out of the way 
0 e his high flown panegyrics 3 
> „ „ would 
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would to bene 1 might no Wage bs 
affected with their conſequences)! Is it 
not very hard that I muſt ſuffer for the 
follies of another, and that other a man 
1 never faw beſore, or wiſh to ſee again? 
But enough of ſelf for the preſent: I 
am not-a little aſhamed of the predilec- 
tion — a whole ſheet of paper dedicated 
to ſo inſignificant an object proves 
againſt me. I can only fay the weak - 
nneſs is not an uncommon one, and 1 
under the preſent circumſtances is ſure 
of your compaſſion, as well as of your 
excuſe; yet in the midſt of my afflic- 
tions I could not help ſmiling at hourt; 
and may they ever be of ſuch a kind as 
to exc ite my riſibilityl though I have 
ſome doubts about the ſituation of your 
heart. I almoſt think you are in love, 
Selima; yet I honeſtly confeſs my pene- 
tration has not yet enabled me to diſco-- 
ver who is the happy object of your re- 
gard; my ſuſpicions glance alternately 
* ; * the << TOY ey”? the lively 
3 e Courtley, jp 


N : 
Courtley, and the artleſs Orlando. 


Should it be the ſecond, my laughter 
will be turned into a ſincere concern, 


and the grief of my friend will be in- 
terwoven with my own :—but no more 


of this—my Selima was not born, I 
truſt, to be the victim of a hopeleſs paſ- 
fion ! and yet from whence could ariſe 
that deep concern, where the nobleſt 
gratification muſt be the only natural 
_ reſult of your ſalutary advice, But I 


can ſay no more - Phœbus ſmiles upon 
me, enlivening a clear, froſty morning 
with his rays, and inviting me to taſte 


the greateſt pleaſure I am permitted to 
enjoy, except this eee intera cue ; 


with my only friend. 


Farewel. Whilſt you are di, 
aMiction cannot wholly engroſs the 


thoughts of your 
Jour, Warzvuxg. 


. 
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; MISS 'WESTBURNE, © 


I Pity you tin the very centre of 


my heart; for what? for being young, 
beautiful, and accompliſhed. Where is 


the girl, who would not ſhare all your 


ſufferings to be compaſſianated for ſuch 
remarkable misfortunes ? but with a 
mind like the angel form it animates, 


vanity preſents you no compenſation 


for wounded ſenſibility. 


O! that I could impart to you on 


| ſpark. or two of my fire; were I in 


your place, Julia—alas ! what could I. 
do :- Dear me, it is eaſy to exclaim— 


— FPS Aves —Uä—4 . — 22 ————— 5 
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but it is very plain that I muſt equally N 
have ſubmitted, though not ſo ami- 
ably as you have done, 


n 4 


I wiſh- your little affected ſtep-mo- 


ther —yes, indeed, I have the malice 
to wiſh ſhe might inftantly become an 
ugly antiquated dowdy, if ſuch a change 
in her perſon could work any uſeful 
transformation on the diſpoſition of 
her mind—yet I'ſhould not rail--for I 
fear ſome of the malignant effects of 
her malady diſturb my breaſt. Is it in 
nature, think you, to behold an infant 
making conqueſts in the nurſery, whilſt 
one is flying from ball to ball; dreſſing, 
dancing, and flirting, without capti- 
V ating a ſoul; or ever liſtening to the 


inſinuating voice of love; but when it 


is devoted to ſome rival fair one, with- 
out feeling a ſmart pinch or two from 
the finger of mortification ? Were l 
not chagrined, I ſhould exhibit ano- 
£ ther emblem of © patience ſmiling” at 
* 4 1 envy, 
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" envy, which is the ſaddeſt gricf chat 


ever wrung the heart of Woman. 


You fancy I am in love, I find; no, 
no, do not think me ſuch a ſimpleton 
as to give my heart away, at leaſt, til! 
I have ſecured another in exchange, 
Poor Courtley i is gone; Orlando pop- 


ped out of the ſhrubbery as I was 


walking alone yeſterday at the farther 8 
end of the Plantation, and nen 1 
me out of my wits. | 


e Did I ſtartle you?“ ſaid hes. 


To be fure you did,” arid L T 
* how could I think that you were 


r ee behind the buſh 2”? 


c Concealed !” repeated he, * 55 
ing, « I was not concealed, indeed; 
but the foot-road from the manor led 
me to the little gate juſt by, and ſee- 
ing you through the trees, 4 made all 
poſſible expedition to join you: I came 
to take leave of you, added be, ce for 


_ to-morrow I | go o Oxford. WP. 


he. « Jam 


* 


1 4 
* 
* 
7} 
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Oh 11 am ſorry to hear that,“ n 


HW J fear you will find a college life but 
a miſerable ſubſtitute for the gaiety ors 
; Courtley Manor,” 3 


e Do not mention it, for 1 * not 


like to think of it, 1 would not leave 
home at this time for the world, if © 
could help it,“ ſaid he, with a ſigh: 
« my father and mother arg ſo melan- 


choly, they cannot reconcile themſelves 


to the ſudden departure of my brother 
Charles; but you have heard of his 


5 extraordinary reſolution before, Ii ima- 
5 Sine: 333 


And I, with a 1 glow en 
my chcek, heſitatingly replied, “ ye 


yes, I, I, did hear Hmething of 2 
confeſs.” 128 


'« Ah! Mifs Worthy !” ſhaking his 


head Ggnificantly, « I believe you did 
dae hom! is * enen you can be 


To 0 Ne. 1 was s going to return an 


anſwer expreſſiye of my aſtoniſhment, 


= / but 


. _ 
_ \ _ 

”Þ ; : - 
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yr at that ;nftwie* we met the ladies, 
* d I never attempted to reſume the 
converſation ; for, although I was con- 
cerned that ſuch an idea ſhould prevail, 

as it evidently indicated, yet I knew 
not how to eraſe the impreſſion, with- 

out diſcovering a truth, which I was 
bound in honour to conceal : ſo of the 


two evils, wiſely preferring the leaſt, 


Ti I ſhall let the matter 'reſt; and think 


no more about it, unleſs I now and 


then exult in the credit of having a 
lover, whilſt I in ſecret mourn the 
want of charms to Pogue: me the 
e $0.0 „„ OA OE ADL Bag | 

Laſt week all the Couptley: family 

9 dined here, except the poor exile, who 
hearing, I conclude, that Lady Kitely 


would be of the party, heroically ab- 


| ſented himſelf: his purpoſed expedi- 


tion was not mentioned, a circumſtance 


Which ſurprized me at the time, and 
made me imagine he had given up the 
intention; but n now I fear, T the con- 
| verſation 


( 155.) 
verſation of Orlando, ir” is s ſulficicntl 


5 nen, 


The ball at Oatley f dm is pol 


poned, on account of the doctor's en- 


gagements, ſo I have nothing more to 
offer for your entertainment, except 
the regular progreſſion of . ſerene de- 
lights, which marks this ſweet domain. 


Long, my deareſt Julia, may it con- 


tinue unimpaired, as at the preſent 


hour: but my dear Mamma is not 
well, and though” I truſt in heaven, 
her indiſpoſition is of a trifling nature, 
yet it has whiſpered to my mind a train 
of poſſibilities, and almoſt diſtracted 
me with reflections on the uncertainty | 
of all ſublunary enjoyments : but ſurely, - 
ſurrounded with bleſſings as I am, the 


thought. is impious, and ſhould in- 


ſtantly be ſubdued, I ſtruggle aſſidu - 

_ ouſly againſt this painful intruder, but 
my ſpirits are unaccountably depreſſed, . 
for I thank God Mrs. Aubrey's illneſs 

18. by no means alarming : a ſlight - 
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cold, attended with a pain in her head, 
| has incommoded her a day or two, but 
I.truſt that my felicity will ſoon be re- 
ſtored by the perfect re-eſtabliſhment 
of her health. Adieu, my Julia, re- 
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1 ORE. ec in a ane FRA 
before, I honour them with my atten» 
tion, I muſt tell you that my ſuſpicions. - 
er confirmed, | and what was before 
only a conjecture, is now become a 


certainty; in truth, Selima, you are 


in love: do you think I lack a ſuffici- 5 
ent degree of penetration to date the 
unaccountable depreſſion of your ſpi- , 
its, from the critical moment of the 
departure of the poor exile, and the 
agreeable Orlando? but to which to 
_ aſcribe. the. fatal wound is ſtill a taſk I 

am 


/ 


I 6 "TY Fs. 
am en to perform. 1 am too well 
_ acquainted with the ſuperiority of your 

underſtanding, to ſuppoſe a ſlight cold, 
or tranſient indiſpoſition, to which hu- 
man nature is hourly ſubject, could 
make ſo violent an impreſſion on your 
mind, even in the perſon of one to 
whom you are ſo tenderly attached: 
yet I do not tax you with diſſimulation 
or reſerve; perhaps you were yourſelf. 
ignorant of the true ſtate of your af- 
fections, and what I can term no other 
than a filial - concern, might appear . 
ſufficient ſource of the melancholy you 
have experienced. But to releaſe your 
patience from the tenter-hooks of cu- 
rioſity, on which 1 gueſs, from the be- 
ginning of 19 letter, it has been n 
impaled. ans - py 
Taking my oticary VT yeſter- 
day morning before breakfaſt (for Ma- 
dame Bouvais is too faſhionable to 
make her appearance earlier than ten 
0 — * turned 1 into an alcove, Which 
| F” 


en 2 . ˙————U— 2 7 


( 59 ) 
fronts the" eaſt, to admire the 6165s : 
of the riſing Sun; for at this ſeaſon 
La Dame Aurore oft une pareſſeuſe, as 
well as Bouvais, and was chanting forth 
a little ſonnet of my own compoſition, 
in honour of the god of day, when 
was interrupted by the entrance of I 
knew not who, for Jam yet ignorant 
of his name, and muſt refer you to the 
poor captivated ſoul in my lady's draw- 
ingzroom, for a deſcription of the in- 
truder; though I believe I then 'neg- 
lected to give you a ſketch of his por- 
trait: he is tall, has black eyes, black 
hair, good teeth, and—no—his com- 
plexion is rather dark; but upon the 
whole, he is tolerably handſome, and 
was violently enraptured with ſo fortu< F 
nate a rencontre. ; 
As for myſelf, I believe 1 locked 
er vexed nor pleaſed, but as if 1 
wiſhed myſelf away. He earneſtly 
© preſſed me to repeat thoſe, enchanting 
notes, which had fo happily attracted 


i 16 


bim to har temple of 1 14 kel 
8 extremely fooliſh - at being thus ac . 
3 dentally engaged in a tete-a-tete with a 
gentleman, with vhom I had ſo trifing 


an acquaintance, and began to feel 


myſelf as much a baby as Lady Alicia 


i eſcape, but being again entreated 
do proceed, and impelled by the ſame 
_ © conſideration, I ſang ſeveral other ſongs; 


could herſelf deſire, | and ſhould, have 
been glad to have made my retreat. 
even into the nurſery; however, think- 
ing it would be rude! to refule, I.ſate 
down and complied, with his requeſt; 
When the ſong was ended, I expeRed 


Esogliſh and Italian, in which he ac-⸗ 


companied me in a maſterly manner 


with his flute, Which he ſaid he had 


4h brought with him for the purpoſe of 


trying a remarkable echo in the wood. 
Thus agreeably entertained, I began 
to recover ſome degree of compoſure, 


and finding the conyerſation of my 


"IN companion perfectly \ynexceptionable, 


e 16 ) 


13 and. entirely * from that diſguſting 
eon which from our firſt inter- 

view L had reaſon to apprehend, I con- 
| ſented to prolong my walk, andſhewhim 
a part of the grounds to which he either 


was, or pretended to be, yet a ſtranger, 


At our parting, 1 muſt acknowledge 
that he preſſed my hand, and, in a ſup» 


pPlicating accent, aſked, if he might not 


felicity he had enjoyed ? to which I in- 


differently replied, that my walks were 
uncertain, that they depended on the 
weather, and a variety of other circum- 
ſtances; dropped a curtſey, wiſhed him 
a good morning, and tripped into the 
nurſery; where, from want of a pro- 
per reſerve of temper, and being uiſs 
conſcious of any conduct it was necef- 
ſary to conceal, I imprudently told the 
Whole affair to my governeſs, who ral- 
lied me unmercifully on my-ſheepiſh- 


neſs, nauuaiſe honte, vulgar timidity, 


8 Nene "Oy: ocher ſuch terms of diſap- 


Probation, by 


"© | 185 90 


probation, concluding with a gracious. be 
offer to quit her downy pillow ag 


or two earlier than ufual this morning, 5 


to attend me in a ſecond meeting with ; 

. he ſtranger, in which my appearance 
could not fail of being comme il fait 
droit, under the ſanction of her pre- 
ſence and example. .« A ſecond, and 


a deſigned, meeting of the ſtranger !” ' 


_ exclaimed I with ſome warmth : u 
mean'to affront me, e An Wenk ia. 
| 1 ear nn eien 


ce Affront! ma foi! * a OY 


1 And Madamoiſelle, you do know 
; noting” at all of de matter, croyez moi + 
Do you imagine dat vee, dat de no- 
bleſſe of France, be aſhame to meet de 
5 chevalier alone ?. vee do know de vorld 
better den ſo; but dere be ſometing 


groſs in de ren dat never can * 


overcome. 3 


4 On my Age ſaid a1 jo; 11 fre you f 


would find it a difficult taſk to effect 
ſo th a 5 and I am very 


ech e willing 


( 163 ) 


5 1 to e 2 5 the trouble of the 


EE; "Vila; 'Vhat ! you vould not rebel 


againſt my autoritè, I hope !—you will 5 
not have de confidence to Mee 7 
command! 


*« Indeed, Madame f ſaid I. ez I al 


not ſcruple to take that liberty, when- 
ever my own judgment leans to the 
other ſide of the argument. 


by, L147 


« Vell! if ever T hear any ting ſo | 


vicked! vera pretty, Miſs, vera pretty ; ; 
dis is like de obeiſance you promiſe your 

pappa— but I ſhall make him acquaint- F 
70G vid your behaviour, never fear,” 


c Pray do, Madame,” faid 11 3 


BE 11 himſelf informs me that it is his 
Pleaſure that I ſhould attend you, ny 
objections will be removed.“ 


80 faying, I calmly unlocked my 
writing box, the valued caſket, which 


contained the letters of my deareſt Se- 5 
lima, to whom I was about 3 


10 gs doe the ca et of the heart.” AER T0362 2 
Fw 15 | 


( 164 ) 


: But here was not to be the end of my 
vexation: My provoked antag milt, 
perceiving I was no longer inclined to. 


_ Parley on the ſubject, flounced out Y . 
the room in a fury, leaving the door 


open, which occaſioned ſuch a circula- : 
tion of air, that my paper was diſcom-_ 
 _ Poſed, and whilſt I roſe to ſhut, it, my 
lady's monkey, which is frequently my 
_ gueſt, when. ſhe, has other company, 
with all . the malice and cunning inci- 
_ dent ta che ſparies, jumped upon tho 
table, ſgatched away part of the trea- 
ſure which it held, was out of my reach 
and through the window in an inſtant; 
and though I flew: down ſtairs at the 
hazard of my neck, all the redreſs 1 
: could. obtain, was the poor; negative 
 fatisfation'/ of being aſſured that his 


# #4 © & 


teeth and ugly pays were too dex- 
trouſly employed to leave an atom of 
his regretted prey, for the inſpectionof 

; perhaps a more rapacious part of the 


fr n bas » even this was only a 
5 1 — tranſient 


"4 Ky 5 


ſolation; for recolleing : 


WF; —— my writing-imple- | 
ments above, I returned with precipi- 


tation, and found Bouvais regaling her 
curioſity with what Pug had been in 


too great a hurry to ſecure: on my ſuds 
den appearance, a conſeiouſneſs of guilt 

diſplayed itſelf in her countenance; yet 

when Id. 


emanded, with undiſguiſed re- 
ſentiment; if the truſt repoſed in her au- 


thorized her to read my letters, the 
With wonderful effrontery replied: 


b Aſſurèment, Ma'mſelle—how can 


I poffibly anſwer for the good morale 
of my pupil, unleſs I know de fabject 9 


of her correſpondence ?“ £ 
And away ſhe ſtrutted with an 94 8 


fected air of dignity and importance, 
which wers me in 1 en of my vex- 
ation. . 75 (A ien 


ren the thonksy Had thquiten 
er: 1 was' interrogated on the ocea- 
ſion, and fell under the weight of my 


: lady” 8 diſpleafure for leaving the- wins 


dow 


TE 166 ) 
ao open. No one could think of ad- 
mitting air, ſhe ſaid, for their own gra- 


tification, in the month of November, 
1 therefore it muſt have been done with 


an evil deſign againſt her dear Mar- 


9 becauſe I knew it was a fa- 


vorite of hers. Indeed I could ſcarcely, 


refrain from returning a ſmile of con- 


p aprt to ſo lenke an enen 2 


#3. 3) <# $3 


— I ele my ee bend ig ee 


I could not regain my loſt tranquillity 


through the day, nor till the balſamic 
god had weighed my eye-lids down, 
and, ſteeped my ; ſenſes in forgetful- 
neſs, could I compoſe my ſpirits, fo 
as to give you an account of the cu- 
rious adventures of the day; and when 


I roſe with the lark this morning to 
execute the pleaſing taſk, will you be- 


lieve, that Bouvais was up before me, 
dreſſed, and ſallied out as my double, 1 
ſuppoſe, to meet the ſtranger: however, 
een, have faith enough to ere- | 
dit 


W | | 1 


— 
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dit me or not, ſuch things are, and 

ſuch things will be, I believe, as long as 

«there is a French goderneſs to ſuperin- 
tend the morals of a girl of nineteen · 
Believe me, with beſt reſpects to 
your good friends, and fervent wiſhes | 


for Mrs. Anne's recovery, your: ever- 
alfectionate 


JurrA WESTBURNE, G 
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MISS WESTBURNE, | 


Mid was a prophetic ſorrow. Mrs. 
Aubrey's illneſs was not of a ſlight or 
tranſient nature, O! my God * re- 
ſtore her to my ardent prayers. I can- 


not write—and when I may—fare you 


well, Juliz—pray for : Ju — ON 
15 friend, ue 


SELIMA WORTHY. 5 
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MRS, LESLIE 


MISS WESTBURNE, 


| Eonar, my dear Mifs Weſtburne, 


the e of this letter in an 
unknown band, will alarm you; but 


ſuſpenſe is the moſt inſupportable of 

all evils, and moſt happy am I in re- 
lieving you from it, that 1 can with 
truth aſſure you that your friend is bet- 
ter, acknowledging at the ſame time, 


that ſhe has been extremely ill indeed; ; 


- anguiſh of mind, and fatigue of body, 
in her unremitting attention to her be- 1 
nefactreſs, produced a nervous fever; 
but to che humane, I my bs affec= 


We 1 tionate, 0 


— — mn 


7 


tionate, aſtduiry of Dr) Smith, under 


the gracious aid of a divine Provi- 


dence, we owe. the happy proſpect WE. 
her recovery, which has ons 8225 — . 
upon us. 


You may bine conceive than I de- 


ſeribe my ſenſations under this compli- 
cated diſtreſs : as for Mrs. Aubrey, tho 
much better alas! her feelings are 


not ſo acute as they have been, but 


heaven is all- ſufficient; we are the 
work of che ee His will 


7 cannot ſay | any more at — 


; but you ſhall receive a farther account 
"0% our ; ſituation by: ne: next. yy” if 


poſſible. 3 * 8 
Indeed, my dear 8 1. POTTER | 


i find language to expreſs in how great 
8 degree you have a fellow-ſufferer i in 


your obedient, humble ſervant, 
wbt CAROLINE\ LESLIE. | 


| LETTER 


a A letter . Mit Welburn, i in anſwer, is iS 'omitted. 5 


itted. 


. 


WES 
4g, Oo! ls 
Mo Te 
W 
8 
- 3 — % 
oo | 
I 
8 a 


© SELIMA 
1 


MISS WESTBURNE, 


V ITH mech NAIR 1 bode con- 
quered. I have at laſt obtained per- 
_ miſſion to be propped up in bed, that 
may with my own hand give you. 4 
eertificate of my exiſtence, _ 
You have been upon the brink of : 


loſing a very ſincere friend, Julia, I 


aſſure you; but the danger is over, they 


tell me; the ſupplications of the ge- 
nerous few, who kindly intereſt them- 


ſelves for ſuch an inſignificant being 


7s _asl am, have prevailed, and my res 


covery, 1 humbly thank the gracious . 
f.. 


en, 
Author of divine mercies, is now as 
rapid as if it meant to overtake the 


| affectionate wiſhes of my friends. 
The illneſs of my dear Mamma, too, 


I am informed, is almoſt entirely re- 


moved; but alas ! her diſorder is of ſuck 
a a nature—but this is a forbidden ſub- 
jet—I muſt hope W 
Be ſure to give me an unabridged 
. hiſtory of all your adventures; for 1 
am now as. able to laugh with - -you, 
weep for you, or feel for you, as ever. 
But here comes the arbitrary doctor; 
; vo worſe than a ſtep-mother—I muſt 
hide my pen and ink ; quick, quick— 
only Juſt let me ſay 1 1 am Julia 8 lincere 
e , e e A TOR is 
„„ „ 


L MISS WESTBURNE 1 


Ar 0 5 — — — | 45 
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Moser 1 my 30 | Selima; 


was the certificate of your returning 
health: the anguiſh-of my mind, dur- 
ing your illneſs, I muſt leave to your 
friendſhip to imagine, for it is far be⸗ 
pond Wd abilities to TOPS | its poig- 
nancy. | 


every apprehenſion | is over, yet ſuffer. 
not too great a ſecurity to betray you 


into a remiſſion of the precautions 


neceſſary to a ſtate of convaleſcence ; 
Keep! a due reſtrietion on your 8 


- 5 | Y | | ILL 


» g L ; 7 . : tt 1 


Thank A you now tell „ 


5 „„ 
my dear girl, till time has renewed _ 
your ſtrength, and yielded them an 
adequate ſupport: let me, in the ſe- 
cond place, heartily congratulate,you 
on the happy recovery of your ineſti- 
mable friend : your felicity hangs oh 
hers, and hers on yours; long, long 
may they remain, thus ſweetly blended, ' 
_ uninterrupted, unallayed; for ſure no 
blifs can equal that which flows from 
tender inftances of parental love: this 
| you | poſſeſs, Selima, in the moſt | 
_ exquiſite degree, at leaſt the ſacred 
eſſence, though the root is loſt, Talk 
not of the obſcurity of your birth; 
were you a Princeſs, could you be hap= 
pier than you are? But your mind is 
too amiably compoſed, too well in- 
ſtructed, to repine at your ignorance 
of circumſtances, which, whether good 
or bad, are by a gracious Providence, 
to ſerve its own all-wiſe, though "a 
| Afſcrutable deſigns, veiled in darkneſs, or 
| * to undervalue the bounteous gifts of 


= | 


(ms 0 
"os diene mercy, by which you have 


been ſo eminently and ſo de ay ns 5 
E 5 


Nothing extraordinary had 3 


here, except the departure of the fa- 


mily, and that is an event fo immate- 


rial in the calendar of my exiſtence, 
that it is ſcarcely worth . remarking. 


My father, my lady, the monkey, the 
lap-dog, the ſquirrel, &c. are all gone; 


5 but alas! like Sterne's ſtarling in the 
| cage, « I can't get out!” cries poor 
Julia: in the midſt of peace and plenty 


ſhe feels herſelf a priſoner,. and ſighs 
for the more dangerous,, becauſe more 


unlimited, haunts of ſocial life. 
Brighthelmſtone is the preſent deſti- 
nation of our emigrants : the ſea air is 
recommended to her ladyſhip, whoſe 
indiſpoſition, I find, flatters my father 
with the hopes of an heir, and I moſt _ 
| honeſtly. aſſure you, cheers me with the 


future proſpect of an innocent and af- 


ſeectionate companion; but the perſon 


1 who 


cms) 


N favoured me with this intelligence, 


expected it to produce a very different 


effect on my ſpirits, and would not 
have ſhocked my ears with ſo ſad a 
tale, were it not from the benevolent 
intention of ſtimulating me to an early 
conſideration of my own. intereſt, and 
inducing me to make a good bargain 
for myſelf, before Fs. value of the 
| _ewel is diminifhed. Her rapturous 
exclamations in praiſe of de bon mien, 
and noble ſentiments of the charming 
Montgomery, ſince her morning's con- 
ference with him in the ſhrubbery, are 


tion; and as French curioſity ſeldom 
ſuffers itſelf to be long tortured on the 


wheel of ſuſpenſe, Madame ſoon de- 


_ veloped the ſecret of his family, birth, 
and circumſtances : he is the ſon of 
a Scotch nobleman, ſhe informs me, 
which, to ſo ſanguine an imagination, 
5 in irlelf an 5 fee for 
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every perfection neceſſary to conſtitute | 


and complete the ITO We n 
Hts.” £2 


1 cannot ap that I am 1 EY 


vanity or credulity enough to believe 


all ſhe ſays, or I ſhould be perſuaded 
to believe myſelf a goddeſs, and that 1 
had made a conqueſt of Apollo: in 
ſhort,” this demi-god has, found the 


means to turn the heart of my govers 
neſs; but alas! with all his god-like 


attributes, he will never obtain half 


the dominion over mine; nor indeed 
can i imagine he had ever any other 
deſigns againſt it, than ſuch as. would 
merely promote his own amuſement; 
however, my thanks are his due for 
the wonderful metamorphoſis which 

his converſation has effected in my fa- 


vour. My beloved Bouvais is abſo-: 


lutely grown agreeable ; we all love. 
flattery, you know: at leaſt I think... 
you. will acknowledge, it is an excel- 
lent ſubſtitute for i impertinence and re- 


Proof: | 


2 


* 
? ( 
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proof; my life is therefore now be- 
 cpme one calm ſcene of neither pain 
nor pleaſure; my time glides on as 
ſmootkly as the ſilver ſtream unruffled 
by the Summer's breeze; but then, Se- 
lima, I belong to nobody, nobody 
cares for me; I am a burthen on my 
only parent; the very ſight of me is 
painful to his eyes: theſe are reflections 
which will intrude, Could 1 forget 
the claims of nature, where would be 
the ſource of my complaint ? 
8 Adieu, it is time for me to conclude... 
May Heaven continue to you the af- 
fection of your friends, and graciouſly 
add their happineſs to your own, is the 
ſincere and fervent aer, of mw ever 


devoted, 5 3 
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\ LETTER XXX. 
MRS, WOODLEY 


To. 


2 : 


MRS. GCOWARTH, HEATHCOTT, | 


My , Rides M adm, 


W ARRIVED here yeſterday acted 
ing to your good ſiſter's kind invita- 


tion, and in tolerable health and ſpi- 


rits, bleſſed be the Lord, conſidering 


every thing—dear heart; but God's 


will be done: I have had my trials, 
but Wwe muſt, all ſubmit, as I fay. I 


did not fit many minutes in the houſe, 


you may be ſure, before I bethoughht 
me of your commands. Alack-a- day, 
how the dear lady is altered] ſhe is a 


es Tf on. perfect 


out of the village, is grown quite a 


ine lady, 1 aſſure you; but do you 


| Know, this poor deluded creature has 
had an apoplectic fit lately; but that 


was not ſor me to know; no, no, that 


pend on it. Well, if I was a rich lady, 


; I ſhould be ſo afraid. of myſcl{—the | 
world is fo mercenary, there is no. 
knowing whom to truſt ; the girl does. 
but look pale and ſickly, and the good 
ſoul thinks it is all with fretting about 
her. Dear, dear, how eaſy it is to de- 
ceive ſuch: an unſuſpecting creature f 
but never fear, I will take care no 
more miſchief ſhall go forward, nowI 
am come amongſt them; no, ' no, they 
have baſked in the ſun-ſhine long 
enough; but how are you going on 


vourſelf all this time, my ever ho- 


voured Madam; ſtill confined to a fick 
room? when will your ſufferings have 
n an 


perleg eos ; I 1 me has been . 
in ſad hands: why, that child ſhe took 


4 + 2.18 \ 
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an end? but vou are ſo amiable, ſo 
patient! you will be rewarded for all 


ſome time. The will is made you ſay, 
and as it ought to be- well, well, then, 
what have you to fear ? there is no al- 
_tering it without your knowledge: 
take care to be always with him though; 
- your aſſiduity will be attributed to your 
affection. I hope my young maſter 


was well when you heard from him: 
Heaven bleſs his ſweet face ! his hap- 
pineſs and your own (and indeed 1 
ought not to forget the good lady I am 
with) engage every wiſh on this ſide 
the grave, of, Fa en pork: as Seng 
"9% Ps. 
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MISS WESTBURNE,. 


5 . getting Inver: i; rived; 4 
my friend, though were I fo happy as 
to obſerve a more rapid/progrefs in the 

recovery of my dear Mamma, the re- 

_ eſtabliſhment of my own health would 

be'muck accelerated, J believe. 

Poor Mrs. Leſlie is almoſt overcome 
by her attention to us both, but fortu- 
nately the arrival of Mrs, Woodley, 
whom I believe you once ſaw here in 
the holidays, has, for the laſt few. 
days, in ſome degree, divided the fa- 
\ tigue, and withdrawn the buſthen from 
_— don, 


* 


1 8 0 1863) 
one, whoſe. delicate frame, already 
cruelly harraſſed by adverſity, is very 
unequal to the weight, but whoſe mind 
ſhrinks. at nothing that can give com 
fort to her friends; for my own part, 
We thank Heaven, I want no more aſſiſt- 
ance ; but alas! 1 am ſtill too weak to 
offer any; a reflection which wounds 
me deeply, and I fear, retards the ac- 
compliſhment of my wiſh. It is grie- 
vous, Julia, to owe ſo, much, and re- 
kyrn ſo little. 
What a dreadful „ as 
Ito.go through, yet it hangs upon my 
mind, and perhaps a reviſal of the me- 
lancholy circumſtances of the paſt, may. 
by compariſon. A thoſe of the 
een. 
The illneſs of, my ck as 
. 1 believe I before informed you, began 
only with the appearance of a flight 
cold: her head was principally affected, 
but no uncommon ſymptom being ob- 
ſervable, Mrs, Leſlie was not alarmed ; 


8 ty * 
no application was made to any of the 
faculty, and before the day appointed 
for the ball at Mr. Smith's, ſhe was ſo 
| apparently recovered, that 1 fulfilled 
my engagement without heſitation, and 

as if I were deſigned to feel the moſt 
exquiſite poignancy of the reverſe, my 
£2 ſpirits were on that fatal day nnn 
| above their uſual altitudes. . 
la the courſe of the evening, I Was 
ga again honoured with the hand of the 
gta ve Mr. Melford : his behaviour was 
more ridiculous than before, and to 
tender it moſt ſuperlatively ſo, it was 
tinctured by an odd, diſguſting parti. 
cularity towards myſelf: Bat 7 was . 
dancing with the agreeable doctor, and 
very freely diverting myſelf with the 
; laughable ſingularities of my former 
partner, when the ſoul-rending news 
arrived that Mrs. Ann Aubrey Was. en. 
piring: what an end to our feſtivity! ! 
When I recall to mind that terrifying 


moment, ide tt tremors * Ich ſeized me 


* 


— 


(185 ) 


then again recur: I will therefore paſs 


it briefly over; ſuffice it only to ſay, 


that through the timely aid of the ſkil- 


ful Doctor Smith, that life, on which 
alone every comfort of your friend de- 
pends, was happily preſerved from an 
immediate diſſolution, and I traſt, with 
the bleſſing of Providence on his en- 
deavours, will ſoon be reſtored to an 
unimpaired exerciſe of all its functions. 


I have a great deal to ſay 'to you, 


Julia, in reply to your entertaining 


epiſtles, touching the garden ſcene, &c. 


but 1 have not ſpirits at preſent for ſo 


gay a topic; beſides, I have already 
exceeded the time allowed me. You 


me for your friend. 11 
i  SELIMA WORTHY. 


LETTER 


will think I grow more ſtupid as 
I grow better, but indeed I believe I _ 
was almoſt in a ſtate of intoxication 
when I wrote laſt: were I to tell you 
what a tippler I have been, I do not 
| know whether you would ing ns . 
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kt th * ; 
no application was made to any of the 
faculty, and before the day appointed | 
for the ball at Mr, Smith's, ſhe was ſo 
apparently recovered, that 1 fulfilled 
my en gagement without heſitation, and 
as if I were deſigned to feel the moſt 
exquiſite poignancy of the reverſe, my 
ſpirits were on that fatal day nem 
above their uſual altitude: 
In the courſe of rhe evening, el 
. it hopoured with the hand of the 
grave Mr. Melford: his behaviour was 
more ridiculous than before, and to 
dender it moſt ſuperlatively ſo, it was 
tinctured by an odd, diſguſting Parti- 
cularity towards myſelf: but I was 
dancing with the agreeable doctor, and 
very freely diverting myſelf with the 
laughable ſingularities of my former 
partner, when the ſoul-rending news 
_ a arrived that Mrs. Ahn Aubrey was en- 
pPairing: What an end to or feſtivity! 
When I recall to mind that terrifying 
moment, the tremors which mne 
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- then again recur : I will therefore paſs 
it briefly over; ſuffice it only to ſay, 
; that through the timely aid of the ſkil- 


ful Doctor Smith, that life, on which 


alone every comfort of your friend de- 5 
pends, was happily preſerved from an 
immediate diſſolution, and I traſt, with 


the bleſſing of Providence on his en- 


dieavours, will ſoon be reſtored to an 
e exerciſe of all its functions. 


I have a great deal to ſay to you, 


: | Julie: in reply to your entertaining . 
epiſtles, touching the garden ſcene, &c. 
but 1 have not ſpirits at preſent for fo 


gay a topic; beſides, 1 have already 


exceeded the time allowed me. You 
will think I grow more ſtupid as 
I grow better, but indeed I believe 1 
Was almoſt in a ſtate of intoxication 
when I wrote laſt: were J to tell you 
what a tippler I have been, I do not 
Know whether you would eee £ 
me for n e e 


e - SELIMA WORTHY. 
| LETTER 


Ft * ves 2 "> 
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. I: REMEMBER the Mrs: Woodley 


_ ceived a moſt invincible diſlike in my 
laſt viſit to Heathcott; ſhe may be a 

good ſort of a body as a nurſe, but T 
fear ſhe will not increaſe the ſocial har- 
mony of your fire-ſide, when ſickneſs . 
and her ghaſtly brood have. finally ab- 

| ſconded; a period which, I wee 

5 hope, is on the eve ofaits arrival: 
If my obſervations on ane, | 
of Mrs. Woodley are juſt, ſhe is too 
| _ the obſequious friend of the pre- 
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 Mrss WESTBURNE — 


1 


you ſpeak of perfectly, for whom I con- 


ſent 5 


. 


7 257 5 


Lot dompuny to be really tncerefiend' in 

behalf of anyone but herſelf; and I have 

often wondered that the rational ſpirit * 
Mrs. Anne Aubrey could ever brook: the 
ſervile addlation of ſuch an illiterate 
ſycophant; but human nature cannot 
3 be without error; every character muſt 
have its ſhade as well as light, or it 
f vould be too dazzling for the weak. . 

een of mortality. 1 + | 
It was with infinite pain, Skins 

| that I remarked, from the ſtyle of your 
laſt letter, that my former remonſtrances 

5 were not only unneceſſary, but that 1 
; | muſt no reverſe the order of my in- 
treaties, and exhort youpto muſter up 
your ſpirits as auxiliaries to that 
enge which I before apprehended 

|} they would impair. I hope you take 
1 of the mildneſs of the pre, 
| ſent ſeaſon; ſecure to yourſelf che ſalu- 
| tary effects of air and exerciſe, whilſt 


__— 


the ſerenity of the atmoſphere will ſtill 
Permit you to enjoy them; do a... . 


Fr 
Fe 
C 


neglect to amuſe your mind; ſuffer it 
not to dwell on melancholy retroſpec- 
= tions, or to create imaginary: evils, a 
WW propenſity to which debilitated nerves, 
= 1 believe, are but too ſubject, and 
— which I- fear, Selima, another enemy 
oO of your peace will too much Ong 
For to indulge. n 
Nothing worthy of obſ@traticn! ks: Tr 
hopped ſince J wrote laſt; in the 
_  little'circle of my. perambulations, tho* 
my liberty is ſomewhat enlarged, and 
my walks, now and then, extended be- 
yond the boundary of the park pale. 
II cannot accuſe you of idleneſs, Se- 
lima, yet I am anxious for more fre- 
quent accounts of the ſtate of your own 
health; and that of your amiable friend, 
in which, indeed, I am moſt feelingly 
intereſted, though fearful of touching 
too weightily on a ſtring which I am 
ſenſible excites the _ P. erbe, emo- 
Gols in ge breaſt,” 1 
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LETTER XXX. 
| RICHARD BECKWITH, sd. 


| MRS, LESLIE 


Foe ol 


*. AFFLICTION humanizes the heart, 
- adverſity alone can introduce the ſen- 


timents of benevolence to an avaricious 


mind. I have preſerved my wealth; 
but 1 have loſt thoſe dearer treaſures 
which conſtituted its value; and what 


does it avail? Poor is the rich man 


Without a ion: 1 feel now the in- 
efficacy of gold to purchaſe happineſs : 
the inſtrument of pride, luxury, and 
4 imuſtice, can never ſmooth a wrinkle 
in the bed of pain. Had I made a 

5 worthier uſe of "7 1 had 1 
| -- Enployed 


Ache A in the e. of 


manity, I now ſhould have enjoyed the 
recompence of an approving conſci- 


ence: had I adminiſtered relief to your 
diſtreſſes, the nouriſhed tenderneſs. of 


ſiſterly affection would till ſurvive, 


and lull my ſorrows with the ſoothing 


voice of pity. Believe me, Caroline 

(for it muſt gratify your reſentment) 
I now want your friendſhip more than 
ever you did mine: our poor de- 
= parted ſiſter too! I knew not of her 
death till remorſe had ſtung my ſoul; 


and I had advanced thus far on my 
road towards the relief of her neceſſities. 


1 have not courage to enquire into the 


nature of them my imagination, too 


late awakened by my own ſufferings, 


deſeribes her to me in all the dreadful 


images of miſery and want: ſpare me 
the recital; I feel it all, and now la- 
ment with ſincere, though uſeleſs bit - 
| terneſs, the conſequences of my neg- 
lect. Fuer atonement which ſtill | 


remains | 


ür * y- power, 1 b bels, 1 
: 4 4 drowning man, to ſave me from br 
0 the vengeance of offended Heaven, pe 
Tou are from this moment inde- / 
Fo kids a large fortune is at your 
command, which will ſoon be diſ- 
burthenedl of the weight of me and my 
unworthineſs. I do not afk to ſee you; 
little do 1 deſerve, and ſtill leſs am 1 
able to * the emotions en 5 | 
aan interview. = 
EF. + You know not Chow thankful IF; am, 
= - thas your good fortune placed you in 
better hands than mine, that eſteem 
and compaſſion worked for you in the 
F = minds of ſtrangers, what duty; being 
| coupled with avarice, had not W in- 
8 enden to effect on me. | 1 1 
Is cannot relate to you the ſeepebof 
1 death and ſickneſs, which have wrought 1 
3 this metamorphoſis on my mind. A 
Adaeͤeath-bed is an unflattering monitor, 
it ſpeaks the truth, and its repeated 
warnings can certainly neuer fail to "i 


bring the moſt abe ſinner to 
pentance. 

If you write 1 ſhall receive your letter 
with gratitude if you do not, I ſhall 


trueſt penitence, your devoted friend, 
and afteCtionate brother, 
RICHARD BEOEWITH, 


* 
— 
i 
** ' 
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* 
* 
1 * : 
* * 
* 22 * 
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be ſenſible of the juſtice of your ſilence, 
and ſhall remain equally, ; and with the 


: o : 
— PETITE . ” "Ws, < ” a 
8 N by N rr 5 — gs ws, —— * 
P LED n © cw n 
cc n EY : 


k 
LD FT 


LE OR 


7m 
— 
3 
32 
es 


2 
2 3 


wide. 


N 3, * - % 
54 8 ; N A — 
A * 1 1 * A „ * 3 - Is: > 7 . 12 
* =: & 51 Bf > ae: 2 * x * * * 2 "4 & 4 : 
LS Ten : 7 . 0 * 
N ; N * 7 F 4 
CET NED 4 
- 8 
; = Ly \ * us 
7 F * 4 . . 7 5 c 
: 0 | 5 5 % " ; "Ef 18 
Fel | 8 3 
* p 8 : - g ; 
a 0 * * 
R ” © 7: 7 
; 7 if j , : ** 4 ; * 
5 \ a1 8 ; 
I 8 : 
® - 


. 9 5 Wor © % 
9 = . - 
3 5 ö 5 
— IS . ; 2 0 * 1 
= 5 L 5 f 
3 OT : ; 
Re 
WE, * " ES 
; Bn. . * * ; : | : 
We Y 4 : . ; F 2 f 8 L 3 
* Y t . - 1 i * % 
. | FJ | "3 : 
= 1 * # 4 6 


ö 


nichAkxD BECKWITH, E sq, 
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My dear brother, 

In e fon your Ab 
letter the moſt ſoothing gratification that 

this world can impart :—think not that 
I would be ſuch an enemy to my own. 
| happineſs as to ſully the preſent colour 
of it by any ungrateful retroſpeCtions, 


or any my 4 1 Is fo inhumanly 


tunes, Gta ak enen thankful 
for the transformation which has been 1 


| effeQted | in | wa heart. bp 
4 -Nullive N 


Believ® me, the regdetheb of fi t 
affection is far from being „ e 


and unexerciſed, but now called forth 
by reciprocal ſentiments awakened in 


fervour. 5 

Our poor Wie. I'ETY is "WORE . 
the participation of a brother's love, 
but ſhe is I truſt in poſſeſſion of higher 


though I confeſs it has lain dormant, 


5 joys than the unenlightened underſtand - 
ing of mortality can deſeribe. Do not 
continue to oppreſs your to0-greatly 


your. breaſt, it revives with redoubled fy 


95 wounded mind by annexing horrors far 
* beyond the real conſequences of her 


| | continued for ſome time under the ri- 
1 the latter part of her life a miſanthropic 


1 who . are entirely ſecluded from its en- 


WA * 
3 


i vors obtained ſo abſolute a domi- 
1 nion 


eltrangement from the world: for tho! 
I am forry to fay,. What took its riſe 
from vexation and diſappointment 5 


= gorous hand of neceſlity ; yet during 


© contempt for ſociety, common to thoſe _ 
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1 fever, caught in the humane perform- 


. ances of ſome charitable. offices for 4 
fl ck neigtbour, deprived | this life of : 
one, whom it ſcarcely reckoned i in its 

calendar, and laid to reſt a ſoul, which, 
whilſt it contemned the world ds . 
tively, was formed to ſhare the luffer. 
ings of every individual. 

„ do not wiſh to ſee me my 


LA #41 


beds, Tecal a ſentence ſo inimical to 
that ſatisfaction which this return of 


fraternal affection has excited” in ow 


5 8 


e innels of my revered ra, 
"Ev whole ES and — through : 


* 


nion pe ia 4 9 
kite petſeverance ſhe refiſted, not only 
the opportunity, but the warmeſt ſoli- 
citations, to recede in ever ſo trifling a | 
degree from the almoſt monaſtic au- 
ferry of her retirement: do not encou- 
rage ſo dreadful a ſuppgfition | as that 
her diſſolution was haſtened by poverty 
or diſtreſs; on the contrary a putrid 


. , f 1 . 
Al my uferings: 1 


now confines me to her fide, from 
whence. no conſideration ſhould induce 


me to be abſent ; but when that affli&- 


ing obſtacle is removed, a period to Lau 
Which we look forward under many flat- . 
truſt you will not re- 
fuſe to embrace a long: alienated ſiſten 


by tering auſpices, + 


4 * ought, and do, moſt gratefully 


thank vou for that part of your letter 
wherein you Feneroully mention pecu- 
h reſpect to which I 
th rough 5 
the munificence of Mrs. Aubrey I poſ- 
ſeſs a noble proviſion: ſhe, who always 
relieved my wants, has now entirely 
done away their exiſtence for my own 


* 4 


niary concerns, 0 
at preſent have no neceſſities: 


part my pride is ſo far ſubdued, that it 


is without the ſmalleſt compunction, 
that I receive the benefactions of the 
woman I eſteem, and whgſe fortune I 
am ſenſible is even adequate to her 
How yours may be af. 
8 by the ſame circumſtance I ant” 
£ ignorant; 3 


benevolence. 
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but. 1 this 1 
will ſerve us better to diſcuſs. 


I flatter myſelf that 1 my friend” s health 
is in ſuch a ſtate of amendment, that 


2 


much time will not elapſe before I fall 
be enabled to appoint our with'd-for meet- 


apprehenſion, that my haf 


INE Tay continue to 
. that I may not fink into the pain- 


* 


nels was 


a 8 and that I map poſſibly awaken 
to the Fn har certainty of being e 


= 
* 
* * 
* 
4% 
* * 
: # 
: 
* 
. 4 Ul 4 5 
- * Y 2 
# * 
5 
— 
* . 
4 0 7 3 
* 
. 
* * 
* 1 - 
LY 
4 
P 
” 
- # 
# 
- 
bo * by k 
+» Wu, 
% 
* 


ur e iter, 


- 


* 


CAROLINE 
1 * "oy 
GATE 
. 
[ 


yo Aufs our ier, ch 
venture to pr onounce, in defiance * 
your rhetoric, is à good ſort of woman; 
en by hope you will acknowledge, in 

iptive epithet 1 18 A je poo a 
That it is hieceſlary to ſay 
though” I muſt ſeriouſly reprove you, 
Julia, for the in. plication with which you | 
_ conclude ther character, Mrs. 
Aubrey, give me leave to tell you, feeks 
not her own gratification alone in the 
acts of her beneficence 3 it is in the 


nes 


me wo, happineſs | 
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be & of 1 Y 
reward: ſhe has too e a . : 
too W nded a liberality, to confine 
her bene factions to ſuch only as can re- 
turn an equivalent for every benefit 
4 they receive: the ſervility and adulation 
= you have remarked, though I believe 
ey are the common teſtimonies 3 
gratitude from an uninformed mind, by 
art far from being agreeable to. .her; 
but ſurely, ſuffering with the ſxeetelt 5 
complacency, ſame unplea nſe- 
© quences} of her liberal i is no o diminy- | 
td pon: of her merit. 5 
I I ſcarcely, need tay, hae, my iris 3 
6 are. no longer in that ſtate of depreſſion 
Which you have ſo tenderly lamented, ; 
when I inform you, that Mrs. Aubrey's . 
5 recovery is advancing : as ee, 
EY * own: .., * | 
ou how I Sifrenand, Jour entelary 5 
= - deity. „When nothing but love affects 55 
my peace, I can trifle, as before, and let 
ny pen. out · run my wit, as uſual: the 
idea 


FA 


fore, with all the gravity 1 can com, 
mand, I now ferioufty afure you, that 
am not in love; on the contrary, were 2 
1 unfortunately, by any ſuper | 
__ compelled to enter intò the ſol 
gagement of matrimony, with any man - 
lam yet unacquainted with, inſtead of 
being one of the moſt enviable, I hould 


tt.) 


e Was 4 kainy onieAtigwever, as it c. 0 
erted me in my illneſs, and ds ng an 


inhabitant of your head, inſtead of my 
heart, conjured up a ghaſtly ſmile on 


2 14 


= my faffron-coloured check, and now 
aud cben begailed me at a | melancholy 4 
4 7 


1 ſuppoſe you think aac i a lane. 


R 


1 85 may eſcape the opprobrium of z a lie. 
Ff it is on ſuch grounds that yo i ye 
' Kkitherto diſcredited my affertions, I 110 7 


change the form of my defence; there 


bez lid exception, the moſt miſer- 
ae of my ſex: honel 
affirm, that my peace has been alto- 
* . | be eth er 
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gether un dil urb 


| EY 


in, 1 54 has. moſt Bebe ih 
ound means .to make me the in- 


blind 


op nocent inſtrument. of his. cruelty, and . 


5 breaſt of a worthy man, which it is not 
in my power to eradicate. Poor doctor l. 1 


ly implanted a thorn in the. 


he has been the firſt under Heaven i in 2 
the preſervation of my life, and God. 


1 forbid that 1 ſhould deſtroy the tran- 


| of his: yet I cannot, be deceived; : 


6 1 have not ſufficient vanity. [-trulff, to 
-* "ab myſelf the object of an imaginar, 
1 paſſion : Mrs. Leſlie tog has made the 

| ne, obſervation, and we have been 
72 cloſeted on the ſubject; our ſentiments ; 
| were. different j in ſo: 
5 exalted opinion of Dr. Smith; 
1 10 have I, when 1 do not regard him. 3 

* the light of a ſujtor ; but then, 9. Lord“ 1 
. 1 am literally ſick of. love... „ 


e reſpects; ſhe has 


Mrs. . Leſlie fas, that if, 1 will not 


Lo quarry him, 1 ſhould, tell him. fo with- 
Wm out . for, 93 T circumſtances 0 
4 | 1 occur, 4 5 2 


. 


| every moment which conti Us 
s penſe, will ſerve to aggravate the 1 155 3 
' W 


occur, as we a 
the encouragement of his ep 


| of his diſappointment. 


„80 I would,” faid my ip in 


reply, < but how am I to anſwer a queſ- 


tion before i it has ever been propoſed oo 
me? 05 " S246. $ | | 20 r ' 


(2000 By not uſing, as' you have done, 
every manner of artifice to evade the 

675 ſubject; * and then! would you believe 3 
it? ſhe# accuſed me of being a little pw” 
flirt, and foſtering the mien: 1 pre- 8 


tended to deplore. 


Now, by the bye, Fila, les tl 1 


6 lady has once in her life fallen into an 


4H egregious error, for upon my word and 
== honour, no a ſyllable ever paſſed my 
lips in addreſſing myſelf to the doctor, 


that might not have occurred in a con- 


verſation with herſelf® with you, or my * 
dear Mamma. 80 I told her, indeed; 
| 7 5 ſhe, with the keen edge of raillery, ng 


e at Retent ata, for ww 
des, that 
his ſuſ- 


0 loye—how. provoking nl wonder her 
_ ſuperior underſtanding ſhould ſuffer her 
to propagate, a text which is N a 
1 type of the vanity of mankind. 
__« Muſt 1 then,” demanded I, who 
©... Never intend to marry, be totally EX> - 
eluded the liberty of chatting familierly 
with an agreeable man?? : 
“Never intend to marry, indeed! 1' 


3 


3 d ſhe, with one of, her own ſmiles. 


« What will you give me, my good 


i ; Beins when you break that ae 0 
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upprofitable a bargain.” 5 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


able reſolution _ 
Every thing I may happen 1 to be . 
worth, replied I, freely, at the moe 

ment of my indiſcretion.” 
„ And I take you at your word,” | 


8 


ſaid the, „ for then we may conclule 


at leaſt, your lover will not be a mer, 
cenary one, or he would not make o 


| uk 


l n 9 
„ 
% Ne 1 
bs 4 


* 
5 
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5 
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jp bs affects to diſbelieve my aſſertions, 
and then I atn very angry her i incre- 7 
5 dulity to, be ſure, but a quarrel very 
= ſeldom enſues : : her happineſs has lately 
=. received an acquiſition i in which I cannot 
fail to ſympathize, though 1 apprehend 
it may produce ſome dilapidations on 


intereſted ſehemes ſhe owed the unkind- | 
neſs of her father, and every ſubſequent i 
misfortune, is at length humbled to a ſenſe 
of his own demer its; and his amiable 


N | 7 extinguiſhed in her breaſt, rejoices in 5 


ect re · eſtabliſhment of the health of her 
molt tenderly beloved f 
the reunion by her preſence. I flatter 
myſelf, however, from her invariable at- 
tachment to its miſtreſs, though her time 
muſt neceſſarily be divided, that ſhe will 
always conſider Heath-cott as her ſet- 
5 ye TONS. Tg, which, 3 
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my own, That. brother, to whoſe ſelf. 


ſiſter, - with every ſpark of reſentment 


the reconciliation, waiting only the per- 
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feel on the idea of her departure. 


So your knight-errant is departed in 
nh of new adventures, but never 


fear, you are the dulcinea to whom all 


his great exploits will be dedicated: 

he has bought over the Governor of 
the Caſtle, and will return laden wit! 

laurels, to releaſe his Frinceis from cap- | 


e 


tended art· magic of that diſcerning lady: 


unconcerned 


5 , | a 5 8 
7 , Y . 8 2 4 ö 
a I 
6s 7 8; | 


you cannot imagine bo melancholy I 


„ not quite 1 prompt in Gikores 
0 ing the ravages of the little God, as a 
ceertain friend of mine. Poor Knight 
I do not perceive, that you are affected 
with a reciprocal flame: I ſee none of 
5 Roſalind's ſymptoms upon you: though 
I cannot ſay 1 entirely yield to the pre- 


Fer my own part I ſhould expect the 
power of .my charms to be very di iffer- ; 
ently denoted, and my dear doctor pre-. 
ſents an admirable example in ſupport of : 
the more rational ſentiments of his mil. 
75 trels; for inſtead of being careleſs and 
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unconcerned on a point ſo aig re- 
commendatory to all the world, and to 
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35 our ſex in particular, he is of late be- 

n come ſtudious, even to a degree un- 
"2 common to himſelf, in the economy of \ 
I1 his dreſs; yet do not imagine the ge- 
* ttleman is degenerated into the fribble— 

f = whether © point device or degagee, his 
n figure ſtill retains its elegance, and as his 

. ceful perſon derives many advantages 

8 from the noble mind by which it is ani: 
8 | mated ; ſo does his form give dignity to 
5 bis dreſs: fuch is the portrait of DB. 
6 Smith, from the juſt, unflattering pencil : 
1 of a friend - but J muſt check the effu - 
f - ſions of eſteem, or I ſhall wear your pa- 

RH tience to rags—mercy on me! my watch 

1 tells me it is three o 'clock here have 

4 I Qfacrificed a whole rainy morning to 

3 our edification and amuſement. To," 

5 my dear girl, endeavour to extract ſome 

A benefit from this learned epiſtle, by way 

R of apology for your idle, but "uy fincers, 
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Sb Es Selima, 1 ſhall henefic as, your. - 
"= epiſtle—it has made me ſenſible of an 
”  errorof which I was utterly unconſcious, 
2 and I flatter myſelf the contrition 1 have. | 
3 felt i in conſequence of it, will be found 
1 ſufficient to explate the offence. . Moſt. 
| fincerely do I venerate the character of 
. Mrs. Anne Aubrey, and believe that ſhe 
6000 arrived as nearly to the unattainable 
l criterion of perfection, as human nature 
= will permit: but ere this I truſt your re- 
ſentment is extinguiſhed, and believe me 
mine can never be enkindled againſt the, 
. liſter of my heart. FNP : 
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To eſtabliſh the Sen of your pro: 


3 phetic genius, the Knight. errant is 1e 
turned already, and I am beyond mea- 
ſure perplexed by his aſſiduity: I know 
not what to think, what to au, or r how 
to act on the occaſion, = 


If his ſincerity is equal to his pro- 


feſſions, my pity he may command, but 
W love is not to be ruled by A 
11 might indeed have ſuſpected a plot, 
= from the extraordinary importance and 
buſtle which marked every movement 


of Bouvais: ſeveral days had proved 


unfavourable for my uſual ramble; the 
atmoſphere was ſtill unſettled ; ſhe was 
wonderfully apprehenſive for 1 my health; 
| confinement was its bane, if I regarded 
a paſling cloud i in a ſeaſon and climate 
- fo variable as this, I might loſe every 
opportunity of taking the air: — in ſhort, 
; the hurried me away much againſt my 

Will, as I wWas buſily engaged in a piece 
of work, which I have been very eager 
te rat as a little Karen, d ametie ; 
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1 i Put Sehne. She, howerer, Kit A. ly 7 
own, declined partaking of the advan- 


EY ſignation was not attended with much 
regret on my part, I ſubmitted. to take 5 


tered, /inging © as I went for want of 
— thought,” till I reached my favourite . 


before I beheld Mr. Montgomery at my 


loye· ſick ſoul. It is a ſad thing, if all 
be ſays be true: he vows he loved the 5 
firſt moment he beheld me—ſurely the 
36 paſſion cannot be ſo ſuddenly fatal. 


; os not utterly deprived of an imme. 
| diate ſenſe of the impropriety of ſuch a 
meeting, and in the hurry of my ſur. | 
priſe 1 exclaimed, 6. Bleſs me! how 
came you here? ; 


more attentive to my welfare than her 


tage ſhe recommended, and as the le, 
the promenade alone, and out 1 ſaun- 


grc ove, in which I had not ſtrolled far, 5 


feet, pouring forth the anguiſh of his 


Though amazed and confounded, 1 ; 


Do not, my 8 Julia, te too ban wt: 
| condemn the * effects of a paſſion— 
I 2 ON * Excuſe | 
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- Te 1 me Sir,” ' interrupted I, en- 
= deavouring to withdraw my hand, which iP 
he * would not 2 me to ; 
proceed. 7 
7 NS, cruel aiich Urns fue, 14 5 
he, <<. you ſhall not leave me till, by a 
faithful avowal of my pain, I have ob. 
_ tained your pity, 5 you withhold your 
8 love.” ob $4 FE a0 
It is a 3 Sir, with which 1 am 
: entirely unacquainted. | As for any in- 
jury you impute to me, T truſt it will 
prove as tranſitory | on your part, as it 
has been unintentional on mine: I muſt 
inſiſt, Sir,” added I, with ſome ſtateli- 
_heſs, “ on being at liberty to return; oo 
you cannot be inſenſible, that it is as 
T contrary to my duty to.receive viſits from / 
_ a gentleman in the abſence of my father, 
as forming an intimacy with a ſtranger 1 is. 15 
75 inconſiſtent. Pn 1 . 


. £5" 


am no ſtranger” 10 be with 


pride kindling in his eyes, < to your 
. Miſs — and oy me 
leave 1 
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ae, to aſſure you, that it is not my ; 


character, my family or my fortune, by 
which 1 am reduced to a clandeſtine dil. 
cloſure of a paſſion, which it would be 


my glory to declare; but the peculiar . 
cruelty of your. fees, and the * 
louſy of your ſtep-mother”— © 50 
Sir“ returned I haſtily to this i in- 7 
finuation, an aſperſion on a part of my 
family is a very extraordinary n 


of your attachment to myſelf.” Me 
His reply L did not hear; for at that 
moment the rain, which was not before 


obſerved, penetrated the thick branches 
of the wood; the hail, beat, the wind 
5 roared, the thunder reverberated in the 


air, and the lightning, doubly terrific 


from its unſeaſonable approach, flaſhed | 


from tree to tree: inſtantly overwhelmed 


with thoſe natural terrors, for which 1 
have been often chidden and ridiculed i in 
win, I thought but of the ſtorm, and, 
x impelled by the violence of my fright, ran 
| about, 1 View not N . com- 


1 „ nien 


8 N 


| fn arg Wy 


= panion wiſhed me to remain 1 under the 


ſhelter of the trees, but I, paid little at- 


tention to his remonſtrances ; and at io 


end of the wood, being met by a ſudden 


blaze of elemental fire—though bappily 
unhurt—T fell almoſt lifeleſs at his feet, 
overcome by. the force of apprehenſion- 
He ſeemed to be greatly alarmed at my 
agitation, and, inſtigated by humanity, 
however he might be affected by a more 
partial impulſe, ſtripped his coat from his 
ſhoulders, and, wrapping it on mine, in- 
| ſtantly conveyed me to a neighbouring | 
temple, where, in a dripping ſtate, we 
Waited the coneluſion of the ſtorm, 
which yet continued with unceaſing 
violence, he talking of love and Jof 
terror, till, O H merciful Heaven 
ſhudder at the recollection, the tempeſt - 
ſeemed to burſt in a violent exploſion 
over our heads. But how ought we oy 


adore the protecting hand of Providence? 
its whole force has ſince appeared to 13 


have been * on the 55 e. Even 
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"Jn har very part of it . ve * 
N lately quitted, where ſeveral large oaks 


Were ſhivered to the root. A death- like 
ſtillneſs ſucceeded, I ſaw the danger was 
oyer, but the effects of fear do not al- | 
55 ways ſubſide with a removal of the cauſe: 
my whole frame was affected with the 
diſtreſs of my mind. Mr. Montgomery 
endeavoured to conſole me with tender- 
| Heſs and good ſenſe: yet I own, though 
the confeſſion may be ſomewhat ſullied 
by a tinge of ingratitude, that 1 found N 
a much more ſucceſsful reſtorative 1 in a. 
. plentiful ſhower of tears, which came 
Tealonably to my gs in his rhe- : 
15 15 
But to — 0 you no 8 in 1 
ſtormy} my fears at length. filenced the 
importunities of my lover, and as ſoon 
as the rain was abated, he conſented, 
not reluctantiy, I imagine, to eſcort me 
5 bome, in ſeemingly humble reſignation 


7 to his fate. On our way thither ve, 


were encountered by the gardener, who. 
had 


N 


had been abs me from Mabe to ee, 
by the orders of my conſiderate gou- 


vernante, encumbered with my cloggs, ; 


parapluye and great coat: and without 
reflection, [ bluſh to ſay, 1 took a haſty. 
leave of my half-drowned knight, in- 
humanly neglectingly to offer him the 
advantage of a good fire ſide, to dry 


i his clothes, and ſecure him from the 
5 0 probable ill conſequences of his civility. 


When it was too late, you may conceive | 
how ſeverely | reproached myſelf for 
an inattention which no circumſtances 
could excuſe, though, at the ſame time 


I muſt acknowledge, it preſerved me 


- from a dilemma from which I ſhould not 
| have known how to extricate pd 
Madame met me on the ſtairs. 


„ Ha que je ſuis. rejoinis -I am ſo 


glad to ſee you, how I was terrified !” 
If you will help me to ſome 1 
Ahe Madame, 1 n. be obliged o 
ore faid 1 coolly. 
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15 ſervants-hall, than his divine miſtreſs in 

. by the nurſery, though his heart, for the . 

Ft credit of my charms, ſtill remains in the 
4. ' ſame lamentable condition, as you will : 
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| Though not . bleed with the; in. ſent 
dif of my reply, the condeſcended * 
do grant my requeſt, and I was ſoon old 
„ diſrobed of the uncomfortable veſtiges boc 
Fog. of the hurricane, and my mind reſtored i 
do its wonted eaſe: except the torment- 
ing conviction of having militated againſt 
the common laws of gratitude and hof- 
pitality, in the ill effects of which 1 
ſhould moſt grieyouſly have ſhared : for S ap 
; had my ſwain been carried off by a 4 : fo 


15 cough and hoarſeneſs, before my eyes 
had completed their execution, or were 
he to die of a pain in the right ſide in- 
TI ſtead of the left; what a blow would my 
; Vanity ſuſtain ! I may rally now with 
NN: as all theſe vulgar apprehen- 
ſtons are over, the poor man having 
— happily found a better friend in the 


e * a F billet-dous pre. 
e n 
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ſented. to me this evening, as I was 
ſeated at the harpſichord, warbling | an 
old ſong, which I found in a muſic- 


k of my * deceaſesd mother” v3.) 


955 = If "tis joy to wound 4 let, 
% How much. more to give him eaſe, 
« When his paſſion we diſcover! 3h 
8 01 how ae 5 s to lente oy 1 


* "5 


Could any thing have. been more 
5 eee, it was impoſſible, with a heart 
| ſo harmonized as mine, to reject the 
letter, or to receive it with a frown; 
no, Selima, you may think me impru- 


dent, but I really took it, and actually 


peruſed the contents, with no ſmall de- 

gree of complacency; yet all this did 
not proceed from love, believe me, but, 
as I ſaid before, or ſomething very like 
it, the internal harmony of the moment 

prevailed, good humour predominated, 
and produced an effect, for which all 


the tender dialect of Cupid might have 


been exhauſted in vain: it made me 


e, Heaven grant the truth of 


Vor. JR. e 
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< ang, 


; ads old 4nd may not de bügel 
in me! but Iſhall eneloſe for you the 
epiſtle, and expett you to read it in 


this place. You will find a marginal 


note of mine, by way of elucidation of 
a myſterious ſentence, and then, con- 
_ cluding you have given it all the con- 
ſideration it deſerves, ſhall proceed to 
an 6 into N ene on nthe 
c 10 MI8S WESTBURNE, . 


E 
5% £ 
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ec . ſenſible of the temerity : 


of this morning's intruſion on your 
retirement, the penitence with which I 


review a conduct in the leaſt degree ini- 


mical to your ſentiments of propriety, 
may perhaps be leading me into a fur- 
: . treſpaſs, and will ſerve but to en- 


creaſe rather than mitigate your diſ- 
pleaſure; yet, impelled by a conſcious 
rectitude of intention, with a paſſion 
not to be extinguiſhed by the cold of 
vour indifference, but which, through | : 


Tragic viciſſitude bl lite, is doomed to 


As. FARB BTZ 8 F 3 


7 


— 
2 


particularly againſt one, whom, in 


eaptivativg g difbdence, of your © en 1 


— 


WE c 219 57 
be the conſtant inhal itant of my hed; 3 
venture once mo 0 0 caſt et, on 


your mercy. 
„ Indeed, I fear 1 1 little to loſe'h in 


P eſteem, but were it poſſible, thro? 


the perſevering aſſiduity of a ſincere re- 
gard, to render myſelf worthy of your 
compaſhon, what enterprize would I 


not encounter for the attainment of o 


ineſtimable a reward? Reluctant as 1 


am to wound ſo amiable a delicacy, by 


any perſonal reflections whatever, and 1 


darmity with your duty, I am ſenſible it, 4 


is your wiſh to love and reſpect; yet 
you tauſt ſuffer me ta plead the, ſingu-, 


larity of: your ſituation i in my excuſe. 
Struck with enen. of oi Fee 7 


ment, and from that memorable” mo- 
merit entirely precluded the enjoyment | 


of your. ſociety; which I. ſoon became ; | 


L Was abſolutely requiſite to my 
1 + as peace, 


8 
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4 


bebe An at the ſame umb; 1 


acquainted with the reigning foibleſe' of 
lady Alicia, to doubt the cauſe of your 


ſieeluſion, or to hope for its remiſſion: 


can you condemn me for traverſing the 
pile: the wood, the terrace, and the 
Fanden, daily and alternately, in the 
ſilent hope of once again converſing 
With the woman to whom my heart was 
irrevocably devoted? nor will I deſpair 
of your excuſe of the innocent delight 
I. felt in the- gratification of the only 
oo J ventured to indulge ; neither can 
ou, I truſt, have the cruelty to with- 
hold your pardon, when I confeſs, that, 
Je by the gracious condeicen- 
ſion of the meſſage which was faithfully | 
delivered to me the next morning, by 
your governeſs, I looked forward to a 
repetition of the pleaſure 1 . _ | 
been ſo fortunate as to enjoy.” - 
At this ſentence, as you may Wange 
eaſt a look upon the French woman: 
IE r, 3 ſaid I. 66 what meſ- 


| FOR hava you - __ ths hay to de- 
liver in my name, to Mr. Montgomery 3 


13 


Ma foi none at all, not 1“ 
7 « Nay, you ſurely will not have the 


aſſurance to deny the Be when. he 5 
himſelf aſſures me. 


« Dat is no more den de politeſſe - 


„I am much obliged to you,” _ 


| turned I, with ſome emphaſis, and a ſe- 
. cond glance, not inexpreſſive of my 
chagrin, and then continued the peruſal 
ol my letter, from which L will no longer 
withdraw your attention. 


+08; But this, through the vigilance of 


2 the enemy, as I almoſt inſtinQively ap- 
prehended, proved abortive, and I was 
1 ſinking | into deſpondency, when my good 
genius, in the perſon of the generous | 
7 en of your confinement, again 


M 5 appeared, 


Var abs” wen ge” 


F 


5 require: I did make your baiſemains to 5 
de gentilman, and ſay dat you be vers 
ſorry dat you have no de honeur of 


yaiting on. him, and dat you hope be 
More fortund oder opportunite.” Rr _ 
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appesred, and br Her I Was wy Bikes : 
that on the ova of Mr. Weſtbiine . 
and his lady hung my only chance * 
. another interview with the miſtreſs of © 

my affeQtions; from which, ah ! my oy 
dear. Miſs Weſtburne, ſhe ventured” 3 
' infinuate, her fears of incurring their 
1 5 diſpleaſure alone withheld her. O! par- =. 


don the languid ſpark of happineſs which 


this gentle implication of your pity en- 3 
Kindled i in my breaſt:— too well Knew . 
the influence 1 unwilling]y poffeſſed over 
the unſteady temper of your mother, and 
perfectly acquainted with her deteſtation 
6 a retired life, I was. convinced that 

; my continuance at Welſtburne-Place . 

Sen. alone detained her from 2 world, from * 

f 4 x ich, the 1 18 free enough to  collfeſs, It 

is s annihilation to be divided. FE will 5 

not recapitulate the ſequel; too well are 


you acquainted with the conſequences of 


A rally  ungovernable paſſion ; yet, al- 8 

WE: though i it has once offended, let me en- . 
5 treat * not to believe it no leſs timid, 
wy We leſs 


4 * . 
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* neyolence u e 4 
- vall=-cticnith een till compaſſion 
grows into regard: — Ahl hither would 5 
my preſumptuous hopes tranſport me! 
Miss Weſtburne, you know not the 
ſupreme happineſs it is in your power to 
beſtow, any more than words can exhi- 
bit a faithful repreſentation of the con- 
I tending. emotions of love, hope, fear, 
—_— admiration, which at” this moment 
55 8 the breaſt of your devoted, 
al NMoND MONTGOMERY. 5 
7 wen, what do you think of 4 love- 5 
wetter 7 is not there ſomething very 
formal in the ſtyle of it? The lan- 
guage does not flow like the natural ef. 
fuſions of the heart. But tell me, what 
am 1 to do Selima the man's propo-. 
fals ſeem to be very honourable, and I 
am a poor priſoner, you know: this nur- 
fery is the very Baſtile itſelf to me, frem 
which even a revolution miglit not effect 
my emancipation. I am not in love; 
C 


* 7X dar 3 


as not to entertain a reciprocal regard. 


Vet I feel fo aukw-ard when I think of 


his writing to my father on the ſubject: 


There will be no running back, you 
know, when once the application is 


made, and by my conſent too. What 


4 | „hall I do? Pray conſult Mrs. Anne and 
Mrs. Leſlie :—I have begged a little 
time for conſideration, and that looks 


very forward, does it not? I dare ſay he 


will think himſelf perfectly ſure of me, 
and perhaps if I ſhould not conſent to 
marry him at laſt, ſay I have uſed him 
ill.—Bleſs me! marry indeed! the very 
word has frightened me out of my wits. 
Well, good night; I will write no more, 
ces” I cannot ſleep, leſt you ſhould 
aller the . of my diſtracted 
| brain, | 


A 


avis pita 3 but if clinpalion,, as be 

_  fays, may grow into a tenderer ſenti- 
ment, I am as ſorry for him as it is poſ- 
ſible to be, and ſurely if he behaves 

' kindly to me, I cannot be ſo ungrateful 
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GENROUs foul! Julia, felf vii 
prevail: I muſt relate my own advensg | 
tures before I ſay: a ſyllable of yours, 
3 though I have not neglected them, OA „ 
But this poor Dr. Smith! If ever man 
5 deſerved !—but dear heart, it is not to — 
deſerve always to enſure the wayward 08 ; 
aflections of a ſilly girl. '& do love! him 
molt aſſuredly; it would be downright 1 
impiety not to love merit ſo exalted 
- goodneſs ſo exemplaty—but b would not YO 
: 1 him for a diadem. e 


mh > 


Come, come, Julia, I cannot be unmer- 
ciful, I will releaſe your patience from the 


agonies of ſuſpenſe; though, if I may truſt 
my own judgment 


nication I have to convey will not afford 


much relief to your mind. You muſt 
marry, my poor girl. Such is the wiſe, 


counſel of the ladies to whom you have 


appealed :—for my part, I am filent ; — 0 
learned my catechiſm betimes, and ren » 
member it I hope too well < to. do unto. 
others - but you know the precept, and 
will, I doubt not, applaud me for the 
practice; all I have to ſay on the ſubject 
0 that my fervent prayers are for the 
advancement of your felicity, and that 
Iser way you decide, your deter- 
ces r 1 5 prove a ſolid whe of laſt- | 
5 i en cannot imagine . your pu- | 
hes is extolled merely for the deli- 
beration you have beſtowed on the aw- 
ful and reſpectable ne of matri- 
7: aaa „ ö 


r an interpretation 
of your ſentiments, I fear the commu- 


5 wretchedneſs, 


9 ** 


rol 1 8e © Miſs Weſtburne,” | Gd Mrs. 
Anne, is ſenſible and conſiderate; 


the is ſuperior to the romantic notions 
which too often inſtil themſelves into 
the giddy minds of the girls of this 
gage — and her eyes at the ſame time 
were ſixed upon me, with an expreſſion 
of more reſentment than I ever beheld 


ig them before. My own were caſt 


down in an inſtant, and I bit the finger 
of my glove juſt, like Rachel Philpot, 
when caught in the commiſſion of a theft 
by her governeſs: but my feelings were 
acute beyond deſcription; I would die 
_ chearfully, if you will believe me, to 
pr eſerve the life, the health, or happi- 
neſs, of my beloved benefactreſs: but to 


: conſign myſelf to a living death, to com- 


mit the crime of perjury, to entail upon 
myſelf a 3 nay an eternity, of 

and not only to barter 
my own peace, but to deſtroy that of 
a worthy man, by a gnawing and per- 


petual diſcontent, which I well know I 


Vox. I. e | Hould 


* 2 3 
8 
3. 


8 0 
of ſhould be unable to aiſguiſe is a Sen 2 
fice which I think it is not en 1 5 
laws of human nature to demand. 
It was Mrs. Leſlie who N . 
ſhe thought it right, and I conclude it 


was ſo; yet I wiſh it were otherwiſe 


with all my ſoul; then would my dear 
Ws mamma have eſcaped the concern, of 
knowing that my ungrateful heart coul 
| _— in =o _—— revolt 1 be uy viſhes 
"Ah purſuance of the! Adee ahh * jus 
dicious confidante, which I related to 
you in my laſt, I was preparing to give 
my ſuppoſed inamorato an opportunity 
for the diſcloſure of his ſentiments, if 
he really entertained any particular ones 
Vith regard to me, which I had been be- 
fore ſo ſtudious to prevent; but in the 
interim, unhappily, the whole affair was 
reyealed. I was called into the dreſſing- 
room, and by both my kind friends, 
each only too anxiouſly ſolicitous for 
my welfare, I was ſtrenuouſly exhorted 


„ 8 F to 


2 ; n N 
* 


with them in every one, except the 
principal; not that I ſuppoſe either of. 
them would marry him, any more than 


_ myſelf, though they deck him out in 


ſuch a profuſion of «irreſiſtible charms. 
What could I ſay, Julia? I acquieſced 
1 in the juſtice of their encomiums; my 
reaſon was convinced, but my heart was 
unaffected: in ſhort (for I cannot repeat 
with any accuracy the remainder of our 

by 5-102 converlation) 


to conſider, Bow materially my intereſt 
was concerned in the deciſion of the 
moment; how many auſpicious pro- 
ſpects preſented themſelves in an alli- 
ance with Dr. Smith, a man of unim- 
peached morals, exalted underſtanding, 
agreeable manners, and to whoſe per- 
ſonal advantages, ſaid they in one voice, 
Vl am ſure no woman can poſſibly ob- 
ject. I proteſt, 1 could ſcarcely for-. 
bear ag at the èarneſtneſs of the 
two ladies on this intereſting point, tho“ 
my heart was at the ſame time halt 
broken to find itſelf compelled to agree 
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m Jcnefabireſs was dif. 
pleaſed, and I was miſerable. Mrs. 44 
| Leſlie took my part, ſaid I was very 5 
young, and that early marriages were 
ſeldom attended with the prudence 
which could alone 3 the: enjoy. 
ment of permanent felicity; to which 
ſhe added, that ſhe was e „ bt 5 
continued ſingle, it would be my con- 
ſitant ſtudy to deſerve and to return that 
= more than parental tenderneſs, with 
= which I had been cheriſhed, and which 
the would be anſwerable I never ſhould 
forfeit by engaging in a lefs prudent 
connexion than that which ſhe now 
| blamed me for declining. I fear,” 
ſaid my protectreſs, your partiality 
blinds you to what mine teaches me to 
apprehend: her mind is but too evi- 
dently under the nem of romance, 
and I may live to ſee - 
„ For Heaven's fake, . 4 not encou- 
| rage ſuch an idea,“ interrupted my af- 
ect ionate advocate; nn me, her 
F heart 


ry he r 
rr 7. 
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Fart and dead may it 
be truſted with the guardianſhip of her 
conduct: —ſubmit to them the diſpoſal 
of her hand, and you will not fail to 1 
"reap an ample recompence in the ma: 
_ tured merits of the child you have 
„„ _ 
Mrs. Anne Woened at me, as if for = 
ſome ratification of this benevolent pre- 
diction: I could not ſpeak, but I kiſſed | 
the hand which was generouſly extended 
as a token of forgiveneſs, and haſtily- 
_ withdrew from a ſcene which I was no 
longer able to endure. 

In my own chamber I was giving + 
vent to the fullneſs of my breaſt, when. 
I beheld the ſubje& of my affliction can-. 

tering careleſsly up the avenue, little 
conſcious of. the diſtreſs he had occa- 
ſioned; for this day at leaſt 1 hoped to | 
8 the dreaded explanation; but 1 
was diſappointed: in about half an hour 
after his arrival i in came Mrs. Leſlie, ©, 2 
| N 3 : fl 
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| 6 Now for a laſt effort to overcome 4 
the obſtinacy of eighteen : :* ſaid the, 
= who knows but a pretty fellow in 
py perſon may effect, in two ſeconds, ' what 5 
= twoold women's rhetoric, in two hours,” 
ö bas not been able to accompliſh ! Pk 

„ hope you do not think I am fo. 
= fickle, Madam, or that any Arian ons 
could have more weight” — LO On 
„ Pfſhaw, pſhaw, away with you, 40 1 5 
not fear my jealouſy, I beſeech . 


Muſt I really go then?“ ſaid 1 


3 To be ſure; ; 1 thought it was your | 
1 vil to bring the affair to as pee dy . | 
Adienouement as poſſible.“ 


Well, ſince an anſwer muſt be made, 


the ſooner the formidable queſtion is 
propoſed, the better, perhaps, ſaid I, 
and down ſtairs I went, with a heigho 
from the bottom of my heart: in the 
breakfaſt parlour I found the gentleman A 
Waiting my approach, and collecting 
myſelf as well as I was able, accoſting 
0 him with an affected air of gaiety and 


„ - unconcern, 


| 25 
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unconcern, I rel 100 the health, 
of the family at Oatley ei, 
60 The family at the farm, returned 


5 he, are honoured but bleſs me!” then 
exclaimed he, looking in my face 


hat is the matter? your eyes look. 
"4 as if you had been weeping ? 
The weather is ſo froſty, and 1 


8 in the air you know; e. 


you have not informed me of the health , 
of your father and mother yet.” 
65 Becauſe, ſaid he, to confeſs the 


truth, my father and mother's ſon en- 
groſſes, at this moment, a more 24 pong 


cob part of my attention.” 
„ O!” ſaid I, ſtarting from my ſeat 


Es 1 0018 the ſubject, 1 do believe you 
have never heard the laſt new ſong my 
old Maſter Duval has ſent me: e 


you brought your flute? 
No, no,“ ſaid he, ſeizing my han 


and drawing me from the harpſichord, it 


charmed as I am with your accom- 


- POOR. you mult not deprive me of 
bs this 
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for ever doomed 0 wretchednefs is 
5 this * ; 


. 1 N 5 
. 5 4 * ; 
2 * * N 
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. nn to ſue 6 . of 
a more enchanting nature, than what 


your muſic maſter has taught you: the 


heart alone, my ſweet Selima, muſt now 1 


be your inſtructor: long have I ſought 
a favourable moment to caſt myſelf at 


your feet, and make a full declaration 
of the paſſion. which has er e 


5 1 mind.““ 


Ditimulation was no more; my "REN 
imdeed. inſtantaneouſſy became the * 


dictator of my expreſſions. 
Forbear,“ cried I, pray forbear, 


unleſs you would complete the diſtreſs 
with which I am almoſt overwhelmed. 
Do not contemn me for my vanity, when 
I confeſs: that I, have been already ſuf. | 
_ ficiently puniſhed in the conviction: of 


having innocently inſpired your mind 


: with a. partiality, which it ne never be 


in my power to return. ?2s 
Never!“ reiterated he, in a tone 2 
which cut me to the : foul— « then am I 
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| 'this the miſerable concluſion of all my N 
hopes? for indeed, Miſs Worthy, I am 
not aſhamed. to ſay, I have flattered myſelf ::. 4% 
had I not cauſe to flatter myſelf? * 
I could not anſwer, but a deep ſigh | 
ſpoke the oppreſſion of my heart. 
Might I not from the cruel kind- 
neſs of your behaviour 
1.4 ] confeſs it,” ſaid I, and Laſk 
your pardon. Alas! till of late I was 
unconſcious indeed, indeed my. con- 
duct was merely the effect of friendſhip 
and inexperience : moſt ſincerely * 1 
wiſh that yours had been no more.” 
Fou honour me with your friend. 
ſhip! then, faid he; I am not bereft 
of every conſolation—your friendihip,” 
Tou do, and ever will, poſſeſs,” 
faid I, „there is not, at this moment, 
a man upon earth, for whom I entertain 
half the reſpe&.” fs 11 
„Ohm not then ſuch. generous 
ſentiments, hy an unremitting ſtudy to 55 
0 - oblighy 
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„ No; no,“ faid I, 0 interrupt : 


ing him, beware of giving place to an 

e xpectation which would only perpetuate 
pour concern; for on the contrary, i 
Vere there any power in this world ca- 
pable of obliging me to receive your 
addreſſes, every ſenſation of eſteem and 
approbation would immediately be trans- 
1 n into abhorrence and diſguſt” 


'® Indeed?” fad heb It Its a range 


« It may be 1 aid 1, 4 but it 1 


no leſs unalterable, I aſſure you. T9 - 
be ingenuous, the tears 1 have ſhed to- 
day were in eonſequence of your pre- 
ſuppoſed attachment: my kind friends, 


fully ſenſible of your merit, were too 


| urgent for my happineſs, and if their ; 
perſuaſions could not prevail*— - | 


L fee,” ſaid he, I feel the force 


, of the remark, and muſt reſign myſelf 


to a fate Which 1 Is  incyitable,” 
«1 


4 ö 


Aj 239. © 


* If well pleaſe”? nid I, tete to 
wake even the ſhadow of an atonement 
for the error I had committed “ if you 


pleaſe I will promiſe you ans never 


do marry any other man.“ 


No, moſt noble- minded |} innocence, 
lam not ſo unworthy as to take a mean 
advantage of your compaſſion: ſince my 
affection is not permitted to promote, it 
never ſhall prevent, your happineſs.— 
Farewell,” added he, kifling my hand 


and waſhing it with his tears, from 4 


this moment I muſt take an everlaſt- 
ing leave of you; never, more ſhall 
you be troubled with importunities, 
which are repugnant to your repoſe.” 
„ Nay, nay,” faid I, „do not ſuffer 
me to linger under the remorſe of hav- 
ing given you pms let me ſoon hear | 


4 that on are happy.” : 


So ſaying, I ruled, out of ther room, 
to conceal the. tears {which no longer 
ay Oe be withheld. es” $37 
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Aae my own chamber 1 ow. my oor 


* Mi friend | depart, with a dif- 
ferent pace and altered | countenance _ 
from thoſe with which he approached 


the houſe; nor did he leave me in a 


ſtate of mind much more enviable than 
his own: for a moment pity, though | 


I believe, Julia, their natures are more 


diſtinct than you imagine, aſſumed the 
ſemblance of love, and I almoſt wiſhed 
Endo, no, no, it did not come to that 
neither; but as you ſay, I was as ſorrß 
for the poor ſoul as it was poſſible to 
be, and I moralized ſo admirably—O ! 
thought I, if every giddy girl could 
know the feelings of my heart at this 
juncture, the crying ſin of vile coquetry 
would be no more. For my part 1 
vowed—0! how did I vow, but it was 
not on the bible remember, that I never 
would, no, never, look at a man again 
with a ſmile of complacency on my face. 


_ Seriouſly, for I was very ſerious then, 


ö Iaffure you, ge I: am rattling away at | 


os Die preſent. 


can fofibly be found any as agreeable as 


my own, may bring about a wonderful 5 
metamorphoſis? Such miracles have been 


performed, and even in modern ages too: 


ſo that my dear Doctor may be better off 
At laſt, than in marrying a fooliſh girl, 
£75, whom he never could make happy, and 
* e on 


an the bell ſummoned me to dinner, a 
ceremony in which I played my part but 
very indifferently: it was no ſooner over ; 
than T had recourſe to this agreeable ex- 
pedient, and found it no leſs efficacious 
than J expected. Indeed on conſidera - 
tion I begin to hope the matter may not 
be ſo lamentable as 1 apprehended.-.- 
Love is à diſeaſe, ſomething like the 
tooth. ach I believe, very painful and tor- 
menting, but ſeldom mortal —unleſs it 
be on the ſtage; and even there, it is 
generally with the auxiliary aid of a 
concealed dagger or a bowl of poiſon. 50 
Who knows but abſence for à while, 
and a few new faces particularly, if there 
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ed her of her. liberty. How delighted 
1 ſhould be to behald a well authenti- 
cated paragraph in ſome communicative 
: _ newſpaper, ſetting forth that he was 
united in the holy bands of matrimony 
to ſome. heireſs :of . immenſe fortune, 
with the addition of eyexy mental and 


: eke completely happy! 
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acquiſition. of a new lover, than I ſhould 
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; enough. to hate him for having defraud- 


perſonal accompliſhment, to render the 
No damſel ever exulted, more in the 


in the ſucceſsful, attractions of ſuch. a 


r ee 5 | 
trace of my dif- 


| lt Yor x 
But I 188 leave you. fox, pr. preſent. 
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© Lady Kiely is going to ks me home 
her immediately; ſhe would not 
admit of an excuſe; and on Mrs. Leſ- 
lie 's kind promiſe not to leave Heath. 
cott before my return, and my mamma's 
p Seaton, [ cheerfully complied. So 


adieu, my dear Julia. Heaven bleſs 
you, and direct your judgment; if you 


marry Montgomery, may he prove de- | 


ſerving of you: may your happineſs be 


permanent, and equal to the ardent 


wilhes nn faithful 0 tt 
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G can FEY you top dan 
Ei murderer: of her own repoſe? In con- 
formity with the dictates of the little 
prudence I poſſeſs, and the more mature 
judgment of your worthy. friends, I have, 

I fear, facrificed the future happineſs of 

my life :—till the ſentence was irrevo- 
cable, I did not conceive the difficulty 
of moulding the ſtubborn impulſes of 
the heart to the cold and ſteady precepts 
of unimpaſſioned reaſon. As a friend, 
Mr. Montgomery is certainly reſpecta- 
ble; his underſtanding is of a ſuperior 
aas, and his ſentiments "Ow to be 
A . 1 en 
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duſt claim the eſteem of all 
. non are well acquainted with 'them ;— 
but when I tink of him as the huſband, 
| with: whom I am to paſs the remainder 
of my days, whoſe will muſt be my law, 
and whom I muſt ſwear at the altar to 
love, honour and obey; I cannot endure 
the weight of my own reflections: but 
it is over I muſt learn patiently to ſub- 
mit to the fatal conſequences of my own 5 
folly, Which has dropped the ſemblance 
of diſcretion which it had aſſumed, and 
diſcovers itſelf in all its 'matural-weak- 
neſs. How ſuperior are you in the rare 
and ineſtimable gift of -ſelf-knowledge;, 
on Which the happineſs of life prinei- 
pally depends hi Vet I confeſs I am ſur- 
. prized; that the tender affection of the 
©//bhewitthing doctor failed to excite a 
reciprocal paſſion in your breaſt. From 
your deſcription of him, every thing 
that is amiable in the ſex ſeems to be 
united in his character; and I could not 
I wichhokbairfopebiting tear,” that his 
: fate thould. unkindly ſeparate him from 
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2s you fay, there is no IEG 


"to 246. my 
_ therits ROI with his A 


Vvayward affections of a fly girl; and 
it is difficult to diſcover when it is moſt 
for our intereſt to combat with, or to 


 - yield to, their inſtigations. I believe 


my trembling fingers had blotted half 
a dozen. ſhęets of paper, before L could 
© _ ſufficient reſolution to difpatch 
to 4 my. 8 though abi a not 
' then foreſee all the horrors of peniten - 
dual anguiſh I was doomed to undergo. 
The purport of my epiſtle, as you | 
may ſuppoſe, was merely a reference to 
8 the will of my father, with a promiſe to 
| -S myſelf implicitly to his decree, 
together with a word or two by way af 
 exculpating myſelf from the ding infinu- 
Ations of. * truſty Duenna. 51 5 
It appears inconceivable, but really, 
boom the diſcompoſed flats of my mind 
| form day-or wwe, Leven felt wholly in- 
ann to ee el 7 this ever 
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ſhall be informed of, the unrepealable 
deciſſon of my father: tilt then, in your | 
_ happineſs only muſt be, een the | 


' Deſcend.in truth's unſpotted garb array d; 
19% & 43-2 6, 4, „ I P 
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| conſolatory intercourſe” with my elend. 


When 1 took leave of you 
and laid my reſtleſs head upon 


9 
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in my laſt, 

the N. 
low; which'T welt 'knew fas too much 
the friend of mes * „ 10: 


= repoſe, as the moſt.” probable. means $0. 1 1 
calm my troubled: breaſt, L. called u upon 
the muſe, and the mule” kindly | conde. 


ſcended to attend ppon my wiſh, and 
in ſome ſort» enabled me to fabricate an 
addreſs to preſcience, But . the 

| fagacious. powen (perhaps | 
_ clumfily invoked). deigned-1 not to ; ſhield 
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| Before! #5; write. again, 1 conclude T 
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comfort ee, dl eee e 
5 Il wandt. 


Ahl. wie dy Wee ee 46 eh 


4 Inform my mind, and fortify my heart: 


f Child ot experience! well inſtructed maid, is 
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5 uifing eee may LY had. the 
power for one poſt to ihterrupt the re- 
3 . gularity of our correſpondence; 1 will 


T3. +4. 2 


| _ ; therefore ſuſpend m my apprehenſions, and 
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5 endeavour to ſilence the troubleſome 
. ſuggeſtions of an over- anxious friend- 


4. 


w return therefore to the ſituation 
I TH x1: 10 which I abruptly. reſigned. my pen t 
meet Lady Kitely: F think I once gav 
| 17D you a JOE © e706 'of ſome laughable 78 
f 5 tention Which 1 E Ne latteriy de T 
f 1 | - compli ene. Can o imagine any” 
8 4 Meas half fo intälerable as fuch an a 5 
|, tiquats rol proudlbartor BM 
N he Had facriffecd' to 3 
vie it Wonderful an effe 3 
8 We 3 I Was ' firuck” with his ipruce wig =: 
= 12 . in new buckle, two! additional curls _ 
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* 2 


iu tt SSs 


1 45 7 de the toupee „His chapeult bien” 1 
WM ty 1 and m iy fixed under is 1 


th. 


rde arm, with his golden headed cane, 
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t, 261 i), I 


at leaſt, before Leould be perfectly con- 
vinced of, the ſecurity of my heart. 
What were all the perils it had ſo lately 


elcaped to this! L bit my lips, and took 
gare not to; finale though, for I thought | 
*  that.would be coquetry: but dear me, 
my grayity was moſt bewitching, it was 
ſo rare, ſp valuable an accompliſhment; 
I believe he fancied I had been prac- 
7 tiſing. it to complete the; conqueſt I had 
very involuntarily begun. What am 1 
4 to do with the people? The deuce is in 
the men, I believe: let them take care 
of themſelyes 4: I .vall not make,n yielf 
ridiculous, for their ſake, but, ſmile or 
frown, as the humour of the moment 
inclines: they lay ſnares to entrap the 
hearts of the poor women, and when 
they find themſelves caught in their wn 
toils, have the effrontery to condemn a” 
for the conſequences. But, alas! the 
chaſtiſement of my poor Corydon has 
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| 1108 in a inn his noſe by the - - 
5 other, that I was obliged to hem twice 
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mot been 4 ol 


| | Sentinel ion hearing 


of all the ineſtimable bleſſings" within 


"ions of the Heart: his aero: "I 
been as ſingular a8 it is evident. Un- 
of my engage 
ment here; his gallantry, even overcom- | 
ing the yet unviolated laws of 'ceremo- | 


* 


mious etiquette, induced him to begin 


angling for an invitation to this ſeat of 


En. Intoxication, riot and buffoonery, where 
it ſeemed he never before had viſited= . 


A favour Which, to my utter Chagrin, 
_ Its: fair miſtreſs was too much devoted 


to the rules of hoſpitality and politeneſs : 


** 
2 N FA 
* „ A 


not inſtantly to grant. 


im conſequence of which, on n Tueſday f 
a little aware of the ludicrous 


_ concluſion of- his viſit, this 


2 pony: accoutred as before, was 


01 latter myſelf, ”” ſaid he, as he 24. 


vanced, 6 that T at this moment enh 


the pleaſure of beholding the fair lady 5 


of this antient houſe, in full poſſeſſion 


101 1 el 


Ss. 


1 253 KY 


the ome of. the - goddeſs Hygeia to 
beſtow.” Then addreſſing himſelf to 
me. Miſs Worthy, your, and let me 


— 


E 


Anne Aubrey, has conferred on me 125 
honou— 
« Of being, the 1 of — 


„ that the good lady you mentioned 
juſt now, continues her viſit at Heath- 
cott. Pray, have you got a letter for 
me, Mr. Melford?“ 
WDo, my angelic creature, reſtrain | 
the rapidity of your ideas,” ſaid he I. 
| have brought you a letter: but you are 
ſo volatile, you quite derange—what 
were: you ſaying of a viſitor at Heath- 
cott? I do not recolle@ having heard 
of any ſince your departure. You do 
not mean Mrs. hoes. I preſume !”? 
»Lard, no! Mrs. Woodley indeed! 
tA believe Mrs. Woodley never was taken 
for the goddeſs of health before !” ex- 
claimed I, rather too pertly 0 confeſs. 9 
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if 
- 
- 
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preſume to add my, amiable friend Mrs. 


good health I hope,” interrupted - 


Vor. I. 5 „ 01 


D 


1 
1 
x 
1 
N 
1 
1 
| 
oy 
's 
'N 
| 
| 
» 
_ 
1 
0 
K 
* 


(28.0 


« O! 11 begin to Anerſtand you t— — 
It was the goddeſs pe you meant, | 


who preſides?) = ; 
1 Certainly, ſaid Lim "Rl 40 "= 
kind enough. to leave the goddeſs in the 
| Fs and me to the ne yo wy let. 2 
ter. 
5 0 fie! Miſs Worthy, I am Lark vou 
would not be guilty of ſuch a rudeneſs 
for the world Do not you know, that 
breaking the ſeal of a letter in company 
Is a ſoleciſm in good breeding, which! 
„ Pſhaw! a punctilio as old-faſhioned | 
and formal YON 
« As what? Are you at a 100 for a | 
. mille, my little mad- cap? lie 
By no means—ls it poſe, when | 
Iu %%%%%%%%%—Ü—öbũmũE. ht 7 
Lady Kitely looked aig; Wink. b 
ing the raillery too palpable to eſcape. 
detection. But there was no danger: on 
the contrary, I obtained a bow of grati- 
tude for the implication : the ſovereign 
7 power'© of vanity N ingenioufy con- 
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trired 
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trived to transform a direct male © on his 
5 perſon into an oblique encomium on his 
wit. It muſt be one of the ſharpeſt 
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love. But to end the controverſy: 0 
* Come,“ ſaid her Ladyſhip, « as 
you know your friends are well, Selima, 


verſation.“ 


chat of a morning viſit; juſt as my old 
beau had carefuliy Rroked down his ruf. 


announced, by the great hall echoing 
== with the ſounds of © Tally ho ! 'Yoax, 
0 | Ringwood ' and fimilar efforts of voci- 
feration. The return of the ſportſmagt 
ſoon made a conſiderable, though not 
a very welcome (to ſpeak for eee 
9 addition to our party. 

7 9 


ble of penetrating the armour of ſelk⸗ 


you ſhall pocket your epiſtle for the pre- 
ſent, and not t deprive. us of mos con- 


To cut ſhort the untntertaitiing 2 
fles, and was drawing on his gloves de- 


liberately, as the uſual fignals of his de- 
parture, the concluſion of the chace was 


bas: 
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An introduction of courſe tox bade, 5 


and Sir Richard fhook the hand of his 


unexpected gueſt, till the powder flew 
cout of his wig; and I believe my youth 
ful Adonis was thrown into an univer- 
_  fal tremor for the ſafety of his joints, 
* which were in no ſmall peril of diſloca- 
tion. The unſympathizing Baronet wel. 
comed him with alt the rude warmth of 
old Engliſh hoſpitality : 
time, with a leer at one of his compa- 
nions behind bis back, 1 overheard him 
" 


Smoke the old prig : Shall us . 


him free of Foxhunters'-hall, eh, my 
. buck ? We'll prove his mettle, I war- 
rant him.“ 


Then turning to Mr. Mel. 
ford, who was once more preparing to 


dae leave, cried, What the devil! 
you are not going to give us che . 
before dinner, I hope!“ 1 
I muſt beg to be excuſed; Tex 
. pet—I * an 8 WY 


Wy 


at the ſame 


cc 01. 


* 
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# '« 0! D—n your engagements! you : 
are engaged to us: poſſeſſion is nine 
points in the law. We have got you 
here, and here you ſhall remain.“ 


<« Pray excuſe me; the roads are ſo 


. infamouſly bad, and I am very appre- 1 
henſive of being driven in the dark.” 


Never mind that; you muſt ſtay 


till morning, then. My dame always 
takes care that the beds are well aired : 
ſhe has that merit, to give the devil his 
due.“ At length the matter was ad- 
juſted to the apparent ſatisfaction of all 
parties, and the time before dinner was 
paſſed away in tolerable tranquillity : but 
when that was ended, and my impru- 
dent Ladyſhip was called on for a toaſt, 
without the ſmalleſt forethought of the 
evil conſequences which were to en- 


ſue, I drank the health of my quondam 
friend Charles Courtley: at the ſame 
time, as I inadvertently. fixed my eyes 

on the lovely author of hig-exile, I fan- 


cied I perceived an- emotian in her 


3 | countenance 
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countenance it pained me to bats {called + 
forth: but this is not the circuniſtance 
to which I alludde. 
Only conceive my aſtoniſhment, whed . 
tmhe old hunks, who had placed him- 
ſelf at my elbow, illiberally repeated 
the name with ſuch a volubility ot 
abuſe, as 1 ſhould not have ſuppoſed 
would have been ſuffered to defile the 
lips of fo finical a gentleman. He was 
amazed, that any lady of delicacy would 
countenance ſo frivolous and diſſipated 
a character. After this laſt mon- 
5 rk act of folly and diſobedience,” 
_ exclaimed he, © leaving his moſt ami- 
able parents in affliction, and that (as it 
is moſt natural to ſuppoſe) in company 
VUuuoith ſome unprincipled woman! But 1 
am ſorry to ſay, the young people ”Y F 
this age pay very little regard to de- 
cency and decorum. 1 have heard 15 = 
5 Lr e fag 
What the devil! „from the bot- | 
tom of the table — cannot you let 
| „ 


— — — — <R 
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your old dar reſt in her grave! ? 
Come, come; no demur to a lady's 
_ toaſt, Pill the ſquire a bumper, half a 


! pant of port, I ſay. Dt it, we muſt By 


the ghoſt of his grandmother.” 

The Squire remonſtrated, but i in vain. 
Fill it up! fill it up!” with an oath or 

two, echoed from every chair about the 
table; excepting only Lady Kitely's and 


” my own, which were preſently vacated, 


I affure you; and we ſoon, very thank- 
fully, found ourſelves in a quiet room, 
far removed from this ſcene of bru- 
tality and confuſion. I doubt,” ſaid 
her ladyſhip, „Sir Richard has a de. 
ſign againſt Mr. Melford.“ „„ 
„„ So much the better, ſaid 1 8 he ; 
deſerves to be' puniſhed for the malig- 
nancy with which he has attacked the 
character of a man of worth; whoſe 
ſlighteſt merits are as far e to any 5 
that he poſſeſſes — * 
„ Come, come, my love,“ faid ſhe, Fc 
7 taking my hand with a ſmile, you 
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| muſt reſtrain the warmth of your re- 
ſentment; you ought rather to feel your- 
{elf obliged for the uncontroulable ef. 


fuſions of jealouſy, which are the moſt 


irrefragable teſtimonies of true love, we 
_ are informed.“ 


..« Jealouſy, indeed l' pY reel L rea- 


8 "ay o gh at the e in alu of To 
hp fool”. . 15 * 


„ Well, 5 can 1 5 0 0 you,” 


ſaid ſhe; though never doomed my. 
ſelf to be a victim of the deſtruQtive 

paſſion, I always feel peculiarly intereſted 
for thoſe who are; particularly where 
any untoward obſtacles intervene to ob- 


ſtru& the happineſs of a worthy pair. 


But with regard to you, I truſt they will 
not prove inſurmountable : the young 
man, I believe, is as deſerving as your 


partiality deſcribes, and as the object of * 


. his attachment is ſo amiable”... 


« My dear Lady Kitely,” 3 55 


0 L 64 * you-neyer were more miltaken in 


your 


- 


15 your life. I believe indeed 15550 true 
cauſe: of poor Courtley's baniſhment is. 

a hopeleſs paſſio n, but not for me; he 
thinks not of mes) but as of a friend, ; 

> op my honour. “ / 


which a forced marriage at the early age 
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— 


„Nor you of ds Selma :“, l 
No, indeed,” | replied 1 ſmiling, 


my heart is proof againſt all the ma- | 
chinations of the blind boy,” 


„But he does love, you fay with a. 


1 figh, but half ſupprefled. 


e Fea fad I. + and is unhappy, 


therefore he has a claim upon my pity, 
a valueleſs tribute, Vente it is not in 
5 anger tm withhold.” „Poor young 


an!“ ſaid her ladyſhip—« I am ſur- 


5 W luddenly checking her- 

ſelf, endeavoured to give a turn to the 

_ conyerfation, a wiſh in which I joyfully. 
concurred, as I began to condemn my 
own indiſcretion, for having brought a 


ſubject on the tapis which might awaken. 
ſenſations injurious: to the little peace. 


, 
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8 of rien had permitted her to en- 
„ joy. We chatted indifferently on leſs 
DIY intereſting ſubjects, till the arrival of 
the tea equipage, which, with a com- 


paſſionate attention to the uſually ab- 


5 when oppoſed: to wine; alas! how weak 
is love. No beaux honoured us with 
' their appearance; the tea- cups waited, 


ſighing, funk as it were, in ſilent reſig- 
nation to its deſerted fate, and ſo re- 


her ladyſhip was about to order à little 
fo ludicrous a ſcene) my bald- pated 
turned before, and one of his dark, 


5 ment 1 am 0 to pauſe, to indulge 
1 the 


ſtemious ſtranger, was immediately or- 
dered to be announced below; but 


the water bubbled for a while, then 


mained, till the clock ſtruck ten, and 
cold chicken up ſtairs, when lo and be- 
hold! (if my hand can regain a ſuf- 
- ficient degree of ſteadineſs to deſcribe 


Twain, with the hinder part of his wig 


full eye- brows entirely ſhaved off, was 
brought into the room. At this mo- 


FAC: 


e 
the riſbility, the mere recolledtion ol 


ov groteſque a figure ſo irreſiſtibly pro- 


vokes: perhaps L ought to be much con- 


cerned on the occaſion, but for my life 


1 cannot. When people are ſo ſtudious 
to make themſelves ridiculous, ſhould 


they be anpry that a neighbourly hand | 
is ſtretched out in friendly aſſiſtance of 


the deſign * ? But to return“ Here“ 


ſaid Sir Richard, or one of his jovial 
friends, who was the other ſupporter _ 


this tottering maſs of inebriated anti- 
_quity---* Here Miſs Worthy is the moſt 
obſequious of your flaves, who with 
perſevering zeal has been drinking gob. 


lets to your health till he is no longer 


able to expreſs the ardour of his paſſion ;- 
he comes to proſtrate himſelf at the feet 
| of his dulcinea.” 


- 


„ Yes, yes,” faid he, < Jet me alone Fs > 


—hic-up-I can probe myſelf with. 


out any body's help;“ and in confirma- 
tion of the aſſertion, diſengaging him. 


air from the props” which had e 
him, 


j 
[ 
\ 


hae fell with his head on my knee, which, 
' | however, from a ſudden: impulſe of ſur- 

Prize, ſtarting from my ſeat, I haſtily 
conſigned to the carpet, on a level with 

the beaſtly carcaſe to which it belonged. 
Mercy on me, what a loathſome reptile 
is a drunken man! Lady Kitely, in 
ninexpreſſible diſtreſs, rang the bell, * ; 


'T 2 & 
bim, and . a Gow paces, he x 


called for his ſervant, but here alas! 


old adage; was verified, the man being 
reduced to the ſame miſerable. condition 
as his maſter, therefore for her lady- 
8 ſhip's footman was reſerved the honour 
of removing this fallen da of the 
Britiſh ſenate. 


Sir Richard enjoyed t the 10. and the 


mort in proportion as it gave concern 
to his amiable wife. A great deal of 
wit paſled at the expence of the love-, 
| ſick old batchelor, which had little to 
recommend it, either in point of edifi- 
cation or amuſement, and indeed ſoon 
5 became. too groſs to be endured, _ 


1 
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by thoſe minds to which it is congenial; . 
and to thoſe, as ſoon as ſupper was 
withdrawn, we ghearfully reſigned the 

ull- enjoyment of. their on ſpecies of 


conviviality, How. wonderful it is that 


ſuch lives as are here exemplified, ſhould 


ever prove of any tolerable duration. 


After going late, or rather early, to 
their beds, where their drenched na- 
= tures mut lie as in a death,” they were 
out again by day-break, and aſſembled 79 
= on the field. Old Melford, I hear, de- 
cCamped in unappeaſeable and not un- 
juſt reſentment, as ſoon as he was able 
to diſcover the injuries he had ſuſtained; 
but here comes the poſt-boy, and, if my 
ſtars are favourable, a letter from my 
friend: it is even ſo. My ſweet Julia, | 
keep up your ſpirits, do not marry the 
man after all, if your heart forbids it: 
he may call you a jilt perhaps, but is it 
not a thouſand times better even to be 
- ſo. 'opprobriouſly ſtigmatized, than to 
entail upon. yourſelf wretchedneſs for 
CS Q 123 life, 15 


* 


A beſides making him, e inno- x 
cently occaſioned your miſery, while he 
| Nw” to make you happy, a partaker 


* 


3 
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1 ſympathize with you moſt 
celingly, for I have formed very lively 


1 of the horrors of ſuch a ſituation: 
Rill I muſt admire your well timed tui- 
tion of me, amidſt your own difficulties, 5 
in behalf of the ſighing doctor. Really, 

Julia, on conſideration, I am much ſur- 

_ prized that you are not ſmitten with 
the charms of Montgomery, who, from 
your deſcription, appears to me to be 
a combination of perfections: is not 
that a little in your own ſtyle? Yet * 
am far from wiſhing ſeriouſly to reta- 
"Hate, for your gentle nature is too pli- 
able to injunctions of wiſdvom and diſcre- 


tion, ſo I will not exert the diſcretional 


_ talents I am miſtreſs of, in oppoſition to 
| thoſe of the heart, which, when com- 
© poſed of as good materials as yours and 


mine, I hold to be the ſafeſt monitor; 


0 were my opinion K s 1 


enough 
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a ng to ſway the conduct of the 6 
titude, far would it be from me to 


promulgate ſo dangerous a doctrine; 


nor ſhould L think any pretty little gen 
tlewoman, juſt | liberated from her lead-· 
_ ing-ſtrings, like ourſelves, in the leaſt 
degree exculpated by pleading the emo- 
whillt ſhe was aQtuated - _ 
only by, the wanderings of the brain, 
were ſhe to ſteal down a back ſtair-caſe, 
or, throw herſelf from a garret window, 
into the arms of a divine fellow. But 
£7 er myſelf with my own Wo 
| logic, I believe the heart, the ſoul, and 
all the functions of' ſenſation. and intel. 
1 lect, are by an over- ruling Wiſdom gra- 
ciouſiy aſſigned their. proportionate of- 
 fices in the government of our actions 
through life, and where one aſſumes the 


not to bewild 


ſovereignty of the whole, th ; common 


weal muſt, be the victim of 10 unnatural 
an uſurpation., ESTES: 


; 2, 


I have juſt received a note 1 dil. 
treſſes me, from Heathcott : Mrs. Anne | 


4 
© I * 
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thinks it proper to reſent hin ill-treats 
ment of her highly reſpected friends 
. ads is viſit here was on my ace 
count, d6es not chooſe me to remain in 
the houſe where he has ſuffered ſo groſs 


an indignity ; ; therefore to-morrow her 


carriage is to convey me to a home, to 
which it is impoſſible 1 can ever return 
with reluctance: yet ſo abrupt, ſo un- 
friendly, a departure from a woman, 
wWhoſe gentle temper and unhappy fate 
grieves me to the ſoul—but I am kindl7 
_ enjoined to be cautious not to wound 
her feelings, if I can poſſibly avoid w- 
and Mrs. Leſlie's removal, which would | 
| have expedited, muſt ſerve as an apo- 


_logy for the ſuddenneſs of our parting: 


_ paſſed over your poetical encloſure with 
diſregard, and I think the well-in- 


ſtructed' dame was but a ſullen baggage . 


to turn Aa deaf ear to fo et a an ino. 
cation. . | | 


2 


1. have not, I aſſure you, caſt ſuch a 
reflexion on my own taſte, as to have : 
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Farewell, 1 have laid a heavy tax on 
your patience: may it not be entirely 
Vorn out before 1 ſign your releaſe in 

the ever welcome (but now ſuperlatively 

Mr 2 |} | 
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© TH my dear "AY 8 my 
familiarity, but I am ſo rejoiced ſome- 
how, in the moſt diſtant proſpect of the 
accompliſhment of your wiſhes. — 
The girl has left us for a While; | 
would it were for ever. Well, well, 
who knows—it is my maxim that all | 

things turn out for the beſt ; we muſt 

have a little patience—ſlow and ſure 

moſt haſte the worſe ſpeed, as By a 

= Samuel uſed to ſay. 
Ik) be old fox, her boſom find, Mrs. 
= Leſlie, is . ſhortly too. O01 
madam, | 


xk" ide” this 1 a fine ſtroke 6 
fortune i in our favour : there was a thorn Wb 
1 feared! would have ſtuck like a burr 
in my fide, but now their Plots and 
coutiter-plottings will be all over; and 
i T'do not make good uſe of my time 
in her abſence, may I be diſcarded from 


your confidence! Does your ladyſhip 


think T am not a match for a filly girl? 
Lou may imagine what a romantic fool 
it is, when I tell you that The' has juſt 
refuſed a rhatch with a pliyfician | in good 
practice, beſides a tolerable inheritance 
on the death of his father: ſhe would 
have found that, 1 believe, a more cer-. 
tain eſtabliſhment, than any of her 


caſtles in the air, built upon your de- 


luded fiſter's promiſes: but who can 
wonder that the child's head is turned 
in ſo unnatural a ſituation Now ſhe | . 
has bewitched a member of parliament, 
an old doating fool in this neighbour- 
hood, and to be ſure, Mrs. Anne Au- 


rey, dear eaſy hearted ſoul, is ſo allured 
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by the flattering proſpect of: ſo ere 


A connexion for her favourite . and ſhe. / 
mall not want for ſtimulatives, I warrant; 
you. I. will work upon her partiality 5 
you. ſhall ſee, till it falls foul upon it- 
1 but 1. ſay no more, 1 have. deep, | 
_ deſigns! and if they be executed to your 
ſatiskaction, I know your. generoſity. | 
Heaven grant you as great a certainty. 
. of all your wiſhes, as L dare, venture to 
47 pronounce -O that I could divide my. 
| ſelf, that by could be in:twa, places at 
doe in a manner then thould you be 
| relieved - forthwith | from the burden 5 
of the torments which mM ſo e 


endure. * 


Bleſs you, my ever . Jobs * 
that you may enjoy all the bleſſings you 
deſerve, is the conſtant prayer of your 


faphſolhad devoted, humble ſeryant, 
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 Expetee once again to have: : ey 
beneath the ſheltering roof of that 
dear patent who has given me more 
chan life, the means by: Which I live; 
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dom diſcern of the dark ſpace which 
hes before” it. But to give you as ſuc- 
cinet 4 narrative às poffible of the four 
i lamb and metn6rable days, it 
* i Tevert to the” e6nchiſion' 
, tre 5 Our hh 
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Hut 3 a . ſer whole 
i; [nl characteriſties I have not found 
nan opportunity to delineate, and who, 
At ſuch a period of momentous and ca- 
_  Hamitous concerns, cannot claim the at- 
tention of a thought, returned to a late 
* dinner, as uſual, with their patron; after 
© which the bottle either paſſgd with-un- 
common rapidity, or the nature of their 
* © beverage, which was a freſh importation . 
of French wines, had a more ſpeedily © 
exhilarating effect on. the brain, for at 
tte hour of nine, ſuch a. group of ma- 


niacs preſented themſelves in the draw- 
ing room, as IL. even now in the recital 


tremble to recolleft... The tea things 


15 were removed, a cuſtom ſo.ſeldom ee ho- 


houred in the breach, that it was be 
is come invariable, but on this unfortunate 


eue of accumulated horrorz, the obſer- 


© vance, of it proved the cauſe, at leaſt 


the oſtenſible one, of miſery and con- 


- fuſion, almoſt beyond the Pa of lan- 
Buage 1 e 
ß gs. Where 


OG OW 


3 
1 


xv 


"RE OG 


..v 
3.x 
OS 


— 


A 


E 


„C A Ü ö ¾—3ͤdl. TIryRs — RNTe IM 


4 275 „ 
1-66 > Where is your erokery- ware, r ma- 


bl ?” ſaid the reeling Baronet ; I have _ 
been drinking Champagne and Bur- 
gundy, and I want a de of tea 74 
""_ MER: fs 5 4746 


„ You ſhall. have ſome cmmediately.” 


3 3 his gentle lady, amiably con- | 1 
cealing the worm which preyed upon * 
her peace. Could I have had an idea 


that ſuch was your wiſh, N ſhould not 

have been removed. 
„ What the devil! 2a you 9 8 0 at 
me? ſuppoſe it was or was not my wiſh, | 
whit is it to you? I have a right to be 


> maſt? in my own. houſe, I hope. It's 
come to a fine paſs if a man muſt be 
talked to by his wife.“ „ 
Dear Sir,“ ſaid I, 6. Lcd fer? e 
advertently you may be aſſured, for 1 
inſtantly felt a conviction of the impro- 
priety of ſuch an interference, but for- 
tunately a ferocious glance was the only _ 
ill conſequence of my imprudence. The 
Ee: was 3 e withall 
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che een apparatus for the oben 
refreſhment, which on that fatal day 
Was ſo particularly diſtinguiſhed,” but 


as! the poor ſelf. devoted Baronet re- 


Ceiving the tottering cup from the tremb- 

lng hand of his agitated wife, and be- 
+ holding che painfully reſiſted tears at 
_ length guſhing from her aching eyes, 


yielded imſelf to the moſt terrifying 


and outrageous frenzy, ſwearing that a 
 Whimpering ſhrew was a more infernal 
torment than a ſcolding one, kicking 

over the china, and overturning the 

water urn, in the violence of his fury, 
which unhappily diſcharged its boiling 


contents on the delicate limbs of that 
unrepining excellence, whoſe hard fate 


had early marked her for the victim of 
intemperance and inſenfibility. Not 
even the ſudden ſhock of ſo frightful an 


accident, had the power to diſlipate, for 


a moment, the vapours of intoxication. 


Riot and diſorder ſupported their aſcen- 


. wy" ap as . "Re _ patient and diſ- 


regarded 


e more wine! more wine; wy reverberated 
round the houſe. 


to be perfectly endowed 
. ledge requiſite to his profeſſion ; and on 
my own part, had it been a ſeaſon for 
_ the intruſion of any ſelfiſh conſiderations, 
| Vol. I. 5 E it 


Wo. 277 » 


; | Adern we] own apartment, the 1 now 


more peculiarly diſguſting ſound of 


The anguiſh of the ald, acco | 


by an agitation of mind which may L 
. eaſily be conceived, conſpired to pro- 
duce very evident ſymptoms of an ag 
_  proaching fever. Having made repeated 75 
applications, in yain, to the perſon who 
* ought to have preſided in ſuch a caſe, I 
= ſent to M. without delay, requeſting the 1 
1 attendance of Dr., Smith, who, on in- 
15 quiry, J found to be the family phyſi- 
cian, together with the beſt ſurgeon in 
the place. The former unluckily was en - 
gaged, though I flatter myſelf we have 
ſuſtained no real diſadvantage from the 
5 
ute, ſeems s 
the knows 


diſappointment, as the gentle 
has viſited us, as his ſub 
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er bene Te ond 
| have been rl anxious to avoid. 
I xrote to Heathcott a brief account f 
| 5 incidents of the night, and conſe- 
que to poſtpone the return 1 had in-. 
"tended, 1 ſent my letter as ſoon as it was 
Acht! in the morning, but it was given to 
he Fodtn, and, owing to ſome of the ef. : 
fed of irregularity, which- example is too 
1 apt to diffuſe, it had not paſſed the gates 
© . —efore the cartiage drove up to the door. 
== Its arrival altered my deſign, as the diſ. 
tance is very ſhort, and the trouble of 
ſending for me was already incurred, 1 
thought it beſt to ſee Mrs. Aubrey my- 
ſieelf, and acquaint her in perſon with the 
0 tuation of the family Jwas With, which 
I ʒWell knew would be deemed an ample 
apology for not complying with her re- 
queſt. The with to fee Mrs. Leſlie be- 
fore her viſit to her brother, Which has 
now little chance for its gratification, 
coincided in fixing my preference of a 
8 vlan. which Wee horrors were im- 
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. to 1 In the. very. mo-. 


1 ment that I was letting my foot in the 


chaiſe, the apparently lifeleſs. body of 
tze wretched Baronet was preſented to 
my eyes, as it was conveyed towards the 


huouſe by ſeveral. of his aſſociates- I. 
cannot ſo proſtitute the ſacred name of. bg 
friend, as to diſtinguiſh any of them by 


| Hat hondurablestitle. That 1 


* this fatal morning, entered on. bis „ 


8 vourite amuſement in a ſtate of enervati· , 


on little calculated for the activity of the 
chaſe, which compaſſion, ſhudders to. AC», 


755 know” ige was the literal cauſe of the. | 


melancholy. cataſtrophe which enſued, 
My removal, as it is unneceſſary: to 75 | 


form you, was again ſuſpended ;.. my 
name was called on from every quarter fi 


© of a family, which a dreadful concomi-. 


tancy of misfortunes had ſuddenly be- 
| reft of thoſe pillary' on. which its Whole 


85 c cοõ,jm y depended: humanity Was 


= prope enough to. tender what inexpe. 
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"rien had not to beſtow'; but 44 1 my 
heſt, and I believe an 8 wiſh to 
bene ſupplied me with abilities 1 did 
not before poſſeſs. At four this morn- 
ing, the wretched martyr to a weak and 
in. direced mind, departed from a world, 
to Which, alas! his exiſtence yielded 


neither ornament nor advantage, and 5 


wherein he was more likely to have en” 


creaſed than to have extenuated his er-. 


roxs : yet fo dreadful, ſo untimely a dif. 
ſolution, cannot fail to call forth a ſigh 
from a heart in any degree ſuſceptible ö 
of the impreſſions of fympathy and com. 


6 ne: his laſt moments were mo. 


ments of agony, on which human na- 


ture cannot but tremble to reflect. He 
Was carried away in the vortex of i 1 


temperence; his errors proceeded not 

alf ſo much from a predilection for, as 
from the habitude of, exceſs, and an al. 
moſt total ignorance of the calm enjoy» . 
ments of ſobriety. In infancy he loſt 


E N che * W to whoſe di. 


RG 


 reQing judgment the young men of the 


preſent age (I ſpeak in general terms) 


will condeſcend to be in any degree ſub- 
ordinate: to add to this, he was the 
darling of his mother, and the heir to 
à very large fortune, two · dazaling evils, 
which precipitated his fate: but to re. 
tum to the melancholy fubjeRt: of ny: ED 
Preſent concerns... | . 
The image of the ag ac lady. 75 
Kitely, f zm the fatal moment of e 
accident, which was to ſeparate them 

for ever, | inceſſantly dwelt upon the 
'  etherwiſe wandering ſenſes of her dying 


huſband: he [remarked the - peculiarity. þ 


of her abſence at ſuch à criſis, with the 
moſt acute ſenſibility, to the great diſ- 
| trefs of his attendants, who durſt not 
acquaint him with the ſituation to which 
the late ungovernable violence of his 
temper had reduced her: he acknow- 
ledged that her preſent inattention was 
the due reward of his paſt, and now 
bitterly lamented, condukt; but it was- 
R * inconfitent 


ho bead with the unv: 
-  _neſfs of hers. Even through the wildeſt 
- paroxyſms of his delirium, the fame 
idea fill floated on his bewildered ma- 
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O Julia, conceive the terp of wit⸗- 
os neſſing ſuch unparalleled diſtreſs "my 

__ » Tpirits, which have been miraculouſly. 
ſupported, begin at length to ſink under 
the united force of anxiety and fatigue. 
D have endeavoured to methodize my 
1 thoughts, and to proceed with as much 
regularity through t this tale of woe, as 
5 4 broken intervals I have been able 


to dedicate to the em loyment would 


admit. Three days are now mu ant 


ince it was begun; and three nights ſuc- 


15 „nch have I watched, beſide the un. 


Ob _ ealy pillow of my lleepleſs friend. I han” 
5 fancy I fee a gleam of ſatisfaction i In her 
languid eyes, on my approach, and that 
te receives with more than an uſual ' 
 refignation thoſe unpalatable draughts, 
 . which are preſented to her by the hand 


ied/amiable- 


-\ 


1 . 


14 ©. 95 215 


bf the woman, um the has ever diſ- 
_ tinguiſhed- with regard; and ſweet, my 
dear girl, though long may you be un. 
- acquainted with any child of ſorrow, is 
the conſolation of having ſmoothed one 
. de in the bed of pain. 


Lady Kitely's, though an exceedingly, - 
precarious, yet 1 fatter by myſelf, i 18 nota | 
_ hopeleſs ſtate; her fever, Which bas 
deen, and ſtill continues, very high, is 
termed by the faculty ſymptomatic, not 
more of the inflammiation produced by 


the ſcald, from which its commencement 


muſt be dated, than of the conflicting; - 
emotions of her mind on its attendant ” 
circumſtances. With the ſucceeding in- 
_ cidents during her confinement, vou 
may naturally believe ſhe yet remains 


N unacquainted, and I cannot help tremb- 15 
ung for the effects gf ſo momentous a 
Ml Oe? when ene cbnnealment be- f 
comes  impraCticable. £3355 06 4 00 4 v 

941 hear twice a 5 from Heathcotty | 
5 the loved inhabitants of that place bear 


> "7 Ds BETS) 


LET 


e warm 4 articipation n 55 
affects their child, if there is not a de- | 
gree of preſumption in making uſe f 
ſo enviable an appellation; even ab- 
ſtracted from that concern, which their 
| generous nature cannot fail to have im- 
| © bibed for the ſufferings of a neighbour 
ſio highly reſpetted and eſteemed, ſo de- 
ſervedly beloved indeed by all who know... 
ber, The tears and wringing hands of | 
tm diſtracted poor, who feared to ls 
ttzheir all in the death of their bene-. Ei 
flactreſs, are unequivocal —— * - 
| 8 goodneſs of her heart. 
To- morrow I expect hes achte of | 
the deceaſed Baronet, ito- een I dif... 
patched a meſſenger on the day of the 
fatal accident, which bereaved her of an 
only ſon; but unhappily illneſs, in con- 
junction with the infirmities commen 
to her advanced age, prevented her im- 
mediately undertaking. ſo long a jour- 
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Bleſs you, 
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 SELIMA»-. 


| To * human muſt be to ſympathize 
in your diſtreſs; I know the ſuſceptibility 
of your nature, I am fully ſenſible that 
your heart is ever ready-to exert itſelf 
in the cauſe of che unhappy, and far 
am I from encouraging a with to reſtrain 
that noble activity of ſpirit which ſtim. 
AIates you to ſuccour, as well as to com- 
paaſſionate, the afflicted, and which ſo 
eminently exalts your character above 
5 . the ſupine tenderneſs and weeping indo- 
| lence from whence a bootleſs ſigh is all 
A - that cal * can obtain. . the ſame 
4 98 ; dime, 


95 n : "on 7 N 


4. 


ame, my Selima, you vaghea not to als 90 
anmindful chat there is a duty to our- 
Felves relative even to that of univerſal 
benevolence, which bids us to be care- 
ful of thoſe bleſſings which may be rein- 
dered ſo valuable to our fellow-creatires. 

Should- you ſuffer all regard for your | 
own health to be loſt in your attention 
to you r friend, your friend muſt be a : 
| ſharer in the conſequences, and may, 


too probably, be deprived of thoſe kind 


offices from which the now receives her 2 
* conſolation. e 

I am quite netter pb "fines + ry 
wrote laſt, a letter from my father his 
effectually chaſed away the 'trightful ' 
ſpectres which my fears had raiſed, yet 
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It, 
411 


— " 


was the moſt unkind one ſurely thet 
ever was penned on an offence ſo re- 0 
luctantly committed, and ſo ſincerely re- 
pented of; but * truſt His anger is not 
A unappeaſable, and may I never experi- 
| ence a greater degree of repugnance to Js 

| the e of, * * act? 0 
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Vet I muſt feel, 1 


gratulation. 


"Tf 


tions of the unguarded Lady X 


- the great world in which they are dic. 


played, when they are made ſo manifeſt 


N poor priſoner as myſelf! _. | 
I! be fraward petulence on he ſtar: 
_ rival of Montgomery, the addi 

ſtrictions on my liberty from that time, 


merited fury expreſled;in my father's, are 


my dear governeſs, who, by way of in- 
ſtigation to a trip into the North, has 
not only entr 


ü piondence of her ladyſhip's woman, with 


4 
a | 
| %. 


48 5 . 
"Ai than at this 1 of Ell con i 
help feeling, for the humiliating ſtate of 
my poor, deluded father: never ſhall I 
forget that he is my father, though much 
r he would gladly diveſt himſelf * ; 


we remembrance that I am his child. 
How apparent muſt be the indiſcre. 


pay a variety of circumſtances to ſuch a y 


tional re. 
che implication i in his letter, and the un- 


all ſufficiently elucidated in the correſ. 


Red me with the 1 impor- | 
bt, but even indulged me with 


CAD 


"As peraful of her friend's laſt epiltle, 
Which, as it is a rare morgeau, and not 
intolerably long, I ſhall take the trouble 
o tranſeribing, for e en and 7 
nuſement— —- 3 
4 So poor Miſs is in i diva L Gat. ; 
Well, I always thowt Mr. Mungomery 
à very foin man, and a very civil gen- 
tleman too; he is, Laſhure you. I dont 
beleeve a with ever paſſed over is hed, 
when he viſited in Clarges-ſ{treet, but he 
' wood ſay, Sweet Mrs. Bell, du me the 
fever to except a triffle for a pare of 
gluves, or a ribbin, or ſumthing or other 
of the like that was gentile and agriable. 
But well-a-day for poor Miſs, I was not 
the ownly one in the famerly that thowt 
well of imm, beſides herſelf. Lord! if 
ſhe knowed what a füme heer has bin! 
My Lady fell into iſtaricks, and Mount 
Heer St. Jarmin, the knew Frenchman, 
thowt ſhe was out of her mind: he was 


r- taking in breckfaſt when my maſter 
th | e * in ay. letter, and engloſed * 5 


"©. 


fſubject: 'hie did not think ainife of the 
prepoſal. Immſelf, it ſeems, and was 
all in a maize, when hee ſeed it ſo dif. 
frintly receved elſweer. O my con- 
ſcience, but thear was a huge fuſs ! when 
: Madam reaved; ſkriked, and made as if 
| the wood tare her hare ; but ſhe took 
good care of that, 1 warrent hei ; the 
never forgets her buty. ee 
A doctor was ſent for in a hurry, 

„ for fere of any a. bad TO 2225 en 
. a frenzy. * 


« Am 1,” ctied the to ber Roitened 


6 tailband; « to give place to a dirty, 
mean, ous brat of a common- 
a?” „ N | 35 
AGE: Mercy on me! bew the did abuſe 
your young lady, till my poor, ſimple 
_ . maſter was fain to do the fame, and give 
up the happyniſs of his dowter to plaiſe 
a woman——a very ſad woman, if you 
| knowed all; but that is nothing to hus 
| farvints, you ſee: ſich peeple offens pay 5 


honeſter Rs. When ſhe 


had 


2 _ 


( 201 ? 0 
1 had | 85570 her pointe, ſhe growd as 
i | . quoiet as a lamm, and flept as faſt as 
— a2 topp; but on waking, I beein in the 
5 room, ſhe began to vent her compleants 
L agane, and ſaid much and more how her 
be. pride only was hurt on the accagion :: 
; but that was all a pertence; though ſhe 


an - perteſted ſhe hated the feller, and always 
did, I am not ſuch a ninny but I knows: 
verv well that ſhe loved him better even 
than ſhe doos ſumbody elſe. But I ſay 
nothing; thear's no beein too cawſhuſsz  Þ 
paper may cum to accidences. So wiſh. Fi; 3 
ing you a merry Criſmas, and a happy 4 
new year when it cums, as my lady's: 
bell rings, I muſt bid you en 
From an lovings friend, „ 
8 c ARABELLA TRUSTY., Wd 
6 P. 15 Wee are now at Bath, as you 
may ſee by the pouſte - marke; wee left 
Briten when the cold wether ſet in, and 
are goin to Lunon before Janwary is 
_ owt, wheer I ſuppoſe we mult ſtay till af. 
5 ter may dy s confinement ; ſo that Lſhall = 
PT $2 VR 


BE 
een again this aige. "Ye gi, 


1355 how woe I am for you! berried alive 


in a manner, without a ſole to ſpake to 
but poor Miſs, whoo is no better than a 


moap, to be ſhure: but my . f 


5 n agane—ſo good boy once more.“ 
Is it not a delectable compoſition J 
But as for poor Miſs, ſhe is either ſuch 
an incorxigible mope, or ſhe is ſo much 


Intereſted in the ſubject, that the is not 


able to pay a due tribute W the TR. 


| of the ſtyle. 
1 have written to my father in this; 


755 moſt ſubmiſſive terms, and a final diſ- 


miſſion to my lover. So alert a recan- 
tation may perhaps draw upon me the 
charge of inſenſibility or deceit ; but the 


former will not impute to me any error, 


in the. tranſitory reſtoration of, his do- 
meſtic peace, for which he ſeems too 
5 ge to barter every other conſider 
= And as for the latter, thank Hea- . 


* 


j ven, 1 am not ſubject to any law wich 


| calls upon me to ſacrifice my duty or 


9 


( 293 970 
my happiness for the gratification of his 


: wiſhes. Yet, as I do believe his 1 — 


is ſincere, and far exceeds the merits of 


its object, I pity. him from my ſoul, and 


5 have, I hope, expreſſed myſelf, in ſuch a 


manner, as to convince him that I am 
above the deſign of trifling with. the. feel- 


ings of a worthy man. 


Adieu, my dear Selima: May the en- 

joyments of the approaching year obli- 
terate the melancholy occurrences which 
have overclouded this ſeaſon of general 
 feſtivity; and may your next letter b& 


tte vehicle of better tidings, prays your 
Thee, ever Sa friend, I 
| JOLLA WESTBURNE, 
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CAPTAIN TALBOT, | + 


* 1 


5 T FR is 1559 Wey ad: 1 5 , 
content myſelf. to live a bachelor. Is 


man a free agent, and is a life of .celi- 


bacy to be the deſtiny of your friend? 
Ah! no; free agency was no more, 
when woman was created—fair, irreſiſt- 


: able, all-ruling woman !—to whoſe de- 


_  ſpotic ſovereignty all nations bow—the 
| bane, the bleſſing of mankind. Alas! 
it has been my fate to experience the 

_ firſt, to the total excluſion of the latter. 
Fool that I was! to baſk in the mo- 


mentary ſunſhine 1 a deluſive 2 3 * 


No: 295 55 


i "of who knew too well the nl ſpirit 
that poſſeſſed the fair frame of the frail 


Alicia, that alluring Circe, whoſe ſeduc- 
tive arts had nearly degraded me to a 
monſter, from which diſgraceful form 


no eluyſian ſubtlety. could n reſtored 
{> me to myſelf. 
That love is blind, is a truth of more 
than poetic authenticity: yet it has not 


EY rendered me inſenſible to the painful 
_.. certainty, that Miſs Weſtburne's reluc- 


tantly- permitted appeal to her father was 


an effort of prudence, unaſſiſted by af. 
5 fection. Yet I blame her not: ſhe in- 
_ tended not to deceive me, but ſhe in- 


{ advertently deceived herſelf. Cool ap- 
probation mingled, with compaſſion, a 


ſentiment moſt prone to infuſe itſelf into 
<A feeling heart, and by youth and inex- 
Pperience - o eaſily miſtaken for a more 
animated paſſion, united to the peculiar : 
8 circumſtances of her impriſoned ſtate, 
ſtimulated her to a compliance, which 
. the had r no ſooner yielded than ſhe wiſhed 
7 a withdravn. 


4 
4 


. 4 


Fin Wy: this ee, 9 
ceonfeſs (such i is the nature of a ſincere, 
 difintereſted attachment) that I feel a 

negative ſatisfaction in the non accom- 
Pliſhment of my own wiſhes, having 
been thereby preſerved from injuring 
the peace of her, whoſe happineſs 1 
gladly would make it the whole onde 
of my life to promote. 5 
I ſhall leave England bdtlattfp f 10 
while Miſs Weſtburne continues to be 
the patient victim of jealouſy and un- 
Ekindneſs, I dare not brave ſo forcible a 
| temptation, to renew my hopes of reſ- 
cuing her from one evil, by involving 
ber in another: : I mean, an union with 
a man not fortunatg enough to be Ho- 


noured with the preference of her heart. . 


_ __ "Her enfranchiſement muſt be the ſignal . 

of my recal. I have not fortitude equyl | 

to the continual contemplation of her 

FI, ſufferings, though I think I may venture 

do boaſt of ſufficient magnanimity to be- 
. hold and to * in the Felicity of the 


woman 


_— 
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 - woman 1 adore, in any fituation of life; 1 
Jaues, even in that enviable one to which 

I fo lately——but I will not be too mi- 

nute at preſent on ſo intereſting a ſub. 


ject. To confeſs the truth, however 1 


may with to diſguiſe it to myſelf, tho! 
I hope to bear my diſappointment like 
a man, I muſt alſo oe, feel it like a | 


man.” 


I pray thee, IG 15 more | liberal | 
of thy correſpondence ; beſtow a few - 
more of thy idle moments on thy writs 
ing-deſk, Believe me, it is a far more 
innocent employment than trifling with _ 
girls, whom you do not think worthy. 
of a ſerious thought, and encouraging 
the vanity and credulity which you ridi- 
| cule and deſpiſe. Beſides, like a fly 

. Huttezing about a candle, you may be 


caught before you are aware. 


If you have any compaſſion for a a 


1 lover, a ſtate with which I be- 


lieve TO are yet totally unacquainted, 15 
1 uh 2 4 
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nobody can form a. juſter claim to your | 
condolence than your very ſincere and. 


* 


diſconſolate friend, 5 ; ys 
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LETTER XLIV. . 
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MRS. GOWARTH 
8 ; ; 


MRS. WOODLEY. 


Tur woman is diſtraed, I believe! 
What do you mean. by ſtimulati &; \ 
Are you mad enough to endeavour to 


promote an event which would certainly 
eſtabliſh the minion in that zenith of fa- 


vour to which the infatuation of a ro- 
mantic dupe has advanced her, and muſt | 
naturally ſecure to her that bounty on--.: 
which all my fears depend? Should ten 
or twenty thouſand pounds be alienated 
from my family, it would break my 
heart, and [ would tear up the very 
: | earth 3 
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earth, but I fs revenge myſelf for 
the i injury. | 7 TY | 

I have never coalilned the Hl to 


be an ideot : Is it probable, when ſhe 
| finds that her bread depends on her ac- 


92 1 that ſhe will perſiſt in op- 
| poſing the delights of her benefactreſs? 
Do not be a fool, but. exert your vigi- 


*lance in keeping away every creditable * 
| ſuitor; work upon her. paſſions, call 
forth the latent meanneſs of her ſurrep- 
titious origin, which ſtill exiſts, however 


it may be obſcured by the ſpecious gloſs 


of an elevated education. Engage her 
in a lave affair, and perſuade her to 
elope with the footman, the gardener, 
or any other reptile inſignificant enough 
to calm the perturbed ſpirit of an am- 
bitious mother. © 
Gowarth is ſtill alive: 1 begin to 4 1 
pair of a termination to the torments I 
endure. Peggy however i is a good girl; 
the is as el as yourſelb, and to her 
; {8h Kale | 
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= 16450 I 6we. 555 moments c 4 
from the loathſome chamber of diſeaſe. 


be is ſtationary as a rock, and in her 
N 1 Wann no mule can be ef · TY 


. © am not ſo Raw in . 


vour as I have been ſince the will was 
My caution has been lulled on 


made. 
the lap of ſecurity; but no matter; let 
him redreſs himſelf if he can: he may 
execrate me in his heart, but he cannot 


withdraw from me thoſe ſolid comforts, | 
which are an ample compenſation for 
every other evil in the opinion of the 


wiſe. Gold is in itſelf youth, beauty, 


: fame, and virtue. Between ourſelves, 
Is could name a perſon who can form 
but ſight pretenſions to any of the four, 


and who notwithſtanding enjoys the moſt 


ſolid advantages of them all, in the Lg | 


leſſion of a good eſtate. 6 


Whatever happens, I ſhall not return 2 
to England, unleſs the ſpirit of reyolu- 
am be- 


tion 8 me to retreat. ; 
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come a W Catholic, and allot 8 75 | 


upon myſelf as a naturalized French A 


woman. I finda cheap abſolution noẽ- 
and then very conſolatory to a ſickly 
conſcience. As to my dear boy, 4 ſhall 

not put any conſtraint on his inelina- 
tions. I never could bear to contradict 
him he is a lovely fellow. Who would 
have thought that the ſon of a man, 
whom you know I hated with a mortal 
Hatred, was become tHe delight of my 
eyes, and the N . of wy 
ambition. e : 5 
ar Woodley, FR not loſe fight of 


che animating conſideration, tliat your 
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chat of your friend, 


own intereſt 1s 125 80 inter woven with 
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HIS 1 morning Ae remains of this ar: 


fated Sir Richard. Kitely were depoſited 
in the family mauſoleum, which contains 
the mortal, part of a long line of illuf- 


trious anceſtors. His mother arrived 


time enough to take upon herſelf the: 
diſmal office of ſuperintending the ſacred 
obſequies: ſhe is a ſine old woman: at 


the age of ſeventy-ſix, ſhe is not totally 
without the aches and pains incident to 
her years; but her faculties are unim- 


A paired, and her mind retains all the vi- 
gour of adoleſcence. At ſuch a period 8 


wy T 2 when 


ry 


”. 


= - whey the decay of nature is announced 
=. * a few bodily infirmities only, youth 


beholds as in a mirror the ultimate of. 


all its hopes in this world, and is im- 
bins to love and venerate that ſtate 
1 N is the boundary of its earthiỹ 1 ; 
7 Y The mu diſcovery is over: BE 
. _ the widowed ſufferer herſelf opened an | 
8 avenue to > the fi which at firſt Ws 
Rains” 2 me, | that 5 | 
It was. her fixed determination, as ſoon 
- as her health was. ſufficiently re. eſta- | 
; " dliſhed to enable her to engage in ſo 
10 trying a concern, to demand a ſepara- 
ion from a man, from whoſe iraſcibility* 
of temper ſhe knew not the — 5 
of a 1 hour. She was much - 
__ amazed when I intimated. to her the | 


\ 


5 which ſhe looked forward as the only 
baſis whereon the future en * 75 
her life depended;.. TT 1 


| longer to communicate an event which 
had moſt fatally anticipated the intens - 
tion ſhe had expreſſed, and which ſooner © 
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expected viſit from her a 1 
vhoſe advanced age undoubtedly was 
- ſufficient to render ſo long a journey, 
- otherwiſe actuated than ſhe has been, 


a very extraordinary undertaking. She Y 


rejoiced, however, at the proſpe@ of a 
meeting, which ſhe hoped would facili- 
tate her deſign, to the execution of 
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or later 15 knew it muſt be my office to +1 1 8 q 


impart : therefore ſummoning all the 


reſolution I was miſtreſs of, I performed 


the painful taſk. As feared, her late 
declaration greatly aggravated the afſſiſc. 
; tion and horror of our gentle relict. 
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tment.was immediately extirpateab 2 ? 
San. her breaſt ; the vices and follies 
of the deceaſed were no nes thought 
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of, ſhe only remembered bh: was her 


huſband; and his violent death, with 


its preceding agonies, entirely occupied 5 


her mind; inſomuch that for two days 


the doctor pronounced that a- relapſe 
would be- the certain conſequence of 


the agitation of her ſpirits-. We have, 


however, thank Heaven, eſcaped this 
menaced renewal of our diſtreſs, and 
his patient's recovery is again advancing 
. in l wich our how e | 
5 0 Kitely' 8 endbilty) Was cmd. 
3 the ſtrength of her debilitated 
nerves; and can one wonder that a tem- 
porary return of her fever was the con- 
ſequence of their irritation? Yet it is 
not to be imagined that her grief can be 
of ſuch a nature as to combat the pow- 
erful operations of time. The infinu- 
ating voice of ſelf-love muſt find a mo- 
ment to ſteal upon the attention, and 
dee the ſigh 080 mere r humanity 
de raiſed, £ 
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What a wicked woman is, your os 


7 e Julia! In truth I have not pa- 


tience to ſpeak of her in ſuch language 


zs your filial piety would brook ;, there- 
fore! will paſs oyer the ſubje@.w e 
| further commentation. 222, 213k 


Need I fay that my. det participates. 


in the reſtoration of Your tranquillity ? 

Muſt I congratulate you on the loſs of 

pour lover? or ſhall-T: treat you with a 
ſpecimen of my wit, exerciſed on itſelf, _ 


a ſubject not ſo inſpiring. perhaps, tho“ 


no lels undefinable ? The truth is, I have 

been employing an hour, in which the 
two ladies have been engaged in the. ne · 5 
ceſſary adjuſtment, of; ſome family con- 
cerns, in making an humble attempt at 
verſification, which 1-leave for your en- 


tertainment, at the full expence of, 
Four s, faithfully,and truly, 
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A INVOCATION To WIT... 

—_ ...  DBSCEND, 0 beet, aun el 

_ Randle thy-wild, eccentric light, 

1 . Inſpire my frigid breaſt * © 5 

1 Of thoſe vile fiends, and all their ws, Wt” 

2 | Black Satire, Malice, Love-of-gain, ih: Ty n 
. rosen: „ 


S 


ook from that poor, ignoble rage, 5 

OY Wich oft defiles thy faireſt page, AN bg 

| Which undermines thy ſparkling one. 

Uros the rubbiſh builds its „ 5 OP 
And fieals thy. fame 8 8 


Jo in native radiance Z 
Mloſt welcome be, thou ſprightly gelt, ws 
+ 85 Arch, innocent, and wild. 

Enliv'ning ev'ry languid hour; n 


5 5 With mare ſucceſs to fix thy . | 
4 ho Cali thy vewitching child, 0 15 | 


Pair, ſportiveMirth ; 'inform's by thee, . 5 
| Faſy and playful may ſhe be, #7, | ws 
- Unfetter'd let her rovey %%% ( 
Or on light Fancy's pinions. ſoar, _ 
55 nd gleaning from her copious fore, . 
Breathe pleaſure, joy, an and love. | 
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Then call in Humour's antic . 
Bid him aſſiſt the artleſs maĩd, 
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Though not to flatter, fawn, and rail, 


But ornanjent e comic tale, 
And cheer the ſocial hour. 
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As ſpangles ſhould with taſte be thrown 
On fair Belinda's birth-day gown, 
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With art the ſuit to grace, 
So let thy glitt'ring ſparks appear, 


Neither too bold, nor check'd by fear; 
For Wit ſhould know his place. 
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Sure all the world would be my friend, 


And hearken to my lays; 


Th' admirin g crowd my os would ape, 
"And ere I ſpake with wonder gape, 


Alast in van the boon'k crave: 
- Then on the little that I have 
Il fue Content to ſmile :. 


To greet me with 


Content oft takes the witting's part, 
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not have applied for 
condolence in a more propitious mo- 
ment. Be it known to you, that I am 
a lover as well as > yourſelf, aye and a 
forſaken one too. I do not pretend to 
match you in the pathos of my com- 


plainings, but for fortitude in bearing 


the weight of my misfortune I will yield 
to no one. With tranſcendent: magna- 
nimity could I behold my fair dulcinea 
with any man breathing, ſave and 

except your humble ſervant ; yet L con- 
V a ns fes 
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a at TTY oY ©) 1 
"ls 1 Would enjoy : a more elite Gow 7 
tification in ſeeing the little jade mode- 
. rately corrected for the folly and i 1 2 


IRE of her conduct. enen 


I tight" I had been caught;'by Ju- 
pur! and the eſcape ſeems ſo miracw | 
me; that I feel as if 1 had fallen down 
a precipice, without N 5 bones 2p 


broken in the deſcent. a leoacd e 


2" 'You' remember Peggy Lloyd. be [eh 
nieve 1 began to diſtinguiſn her as the 
moſt agreeable trifler of the herd before 


Four departure from hence. I continu- 


ed to do the ſame, and at length invol- 
ved myfelf in an entanglement, from 
Which 1 believe 1 never ſhould have been 
liberated, but for the timely aſſiſtance of 
my kind enſlaver, who yeſterday morn- 
ing ſet me free by a trip to the land of 
matrimony, with a brother ſubaltern, 

' who poſſeſſed the captivating charms of 
poverty, to give ſublimity to the ardour 
of his paſſion ; and to whom it ſeems | 
two 0 thouſand pounds, which were to ac- | 
e eee : 
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of half. A dozen years in 
| 15 your erz have ſo far deviated from 2 1 
the rule of rectitude as to lay ſiege tothe } 
property of another. Though 1 
| | ebe ſa "4 
companion and a judicious friend, ; 
heart and a matu- | 
rity of judgment t to direct the career | 
of ; outh into the right, ak . 
5 NOW on the ſubjeR, warning you. : 
inevitable and corroding conſequences of a” 
an illicit paſſion; but you are a ſtricken 1 
deer, and 1 will not preſs further on 3 
_ arrow. Which has pierced, Ws; 95 
For my own part, I am "cl any | 4 
gious idler, that if I ſtay. here I ſhall in 
5 Joon 1 
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i nn, 1 es even "TOMS, 
ſelf: beſides, I begin to think the ſer-- 

Vice of Cupid more dangerous than tha! 
of Mars, and, in ſhort, my heart is os: 
too combuſtible à nature to exiſt i in a 5 
cContinual flame. Theſe giddy. chits may! 

pleaſe, though they cannot intereſt ; and 
I believe it is beſt; to decamp, while an 
honourable retreat is in my power.— 
: Therefore, if I can obtain leave of ab- 

and you will accept a companion 13 

in your tour upon the Continent, _ 25 

7 x Yip n oft of 


Our tears reſigning 90 old N 


; Ae not my talent; yet RY 5 
I could-write a ſtave or two on the = d 

ſmitten heroes: nevertheleſs I pity. you, 

upon my ſoul, if the fair damſel bearz 


amy fimilitude to the portrait you have 
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drawn ——but there is no truſting to 
the pencil of a blind artiſt. Indegen- 


dent, however, of her imputed i 
ſhe has one admitted claim to my vene- 
rations far preſerving. my friend from an 
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5 5 fel highly cried b by their ee 


3 j 5 | 28 it only ſubjects | "oY to a titeſome and > 
indiſcriminate flattery, which a recipro- 


cal friendſhip does not ee me to 
5 > return. m1 "Ee 
I The old 


> ig two [Gem of bis 


3 5 face having regaltivd their uniformity | 


dy a ſecond. application. of; the razor, 


Vas little leſs captivating than before, 


and equally aſſiduous; though his atten- 
tion was of that authoritative Kind, as 


rather to demand 


at my right hand; and amongſt many 
(more uſeful 1 doubt. not than palate- 


able) documents, my poor flaxen ring» 
lets became the innocent 'obje© of His 


3 At ürſt 1. Was more di- 
vertec than chagrined at the peculiarity 


of is Pnoffbns, which however growing | 


n e, Wach, 1 I ſhould 


BE n ſolicit am 
ſentiment. He placed himſelf as uſual 


Maſt proportionably provgked/Ait. his 
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Rate reſedted,” to any. i perſon 1 aa 1 


de viſitor, or in any other place than 


the houſe of Mrs, Aubrey: Reſpect and 


Aauaty reſtrainetd the effects of my vera 


mon, and I contented myſelf with trying 
0 change the fubjec of the converſd· 


tion, till it was taken up i in a quarter 1 
Which imiediateiy did away its inſigni- 


fieance.. Mrs: Anne;. who at firſt ac- 


knowledged that ſhe thought the hair 


flowing in natural curls om the fhoulder- 


very pretty and becoming ornament. 


to youth, yielded by degrees to the ar- 


guments of my tormentor, and at length- 


undertook for me that I ſhould cheer:- 


judgment of: ſo valuable a friend: 
Perreiving my. repugnance (which 1 


© formance-of the eme the ba, 
tered inte om my part, 7 . 
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and ſurprized to obſerve ſo per- 5 
3 were an. obſti 
e Ih 3. deempe . 


5 5 5 fully ſubmit to the more 28 db 


d to acknowledge) to the per- 5 
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I 3 1 temper. =_ Madam, „ ſaid 1, it it n 
JF , 1 command“ It has not been «#0 6. = 
c cuſtom to command, Miſs Worthy,” 
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p turned the, © where my wiſh is not ade- + | 


”  quate to the attainment of its purpoſe, | 
KL * never defire to enforce any othe claim a 
15 wen your actions. ave an” wr 1 
lt ever has beer Paid. 1. « 4 4 
Nane forbid i it ſhould ever ba to — 4 „ 
© 8 whilſt 1˙.— £5 DES OEM 15 © 217. lh 
1 e power ff utterance was gone; 
> I was happily out of the room be. 
fore the tears ſtarted from my eyes, and 
I flew to gratify the wiſh of my ever - 
\* honoured friend; not chearfully 1 ace” 
© knowledge; but with a reſignation ae 
3 unmixed. Vanity, I do not an. . 
had a momentary bare in my relu ct 
ance, but offended beneficenee and mas 
; * 7 _ - ternal love gow: occupied every crevice | 
1 of my heart, and alone excited its « 
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- || indeed Twas not poſſeſſe of any other. 
"88 The ceconomy of the head was much 
* booner adjuſted: than that of the hearts | 
. But not to fuffer a tedious abſence to 
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